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A note from the Editor:

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please send an email to <news@uss-elca.org> with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  

The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is February 1, 2011.  

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE
Small Church Grants Deadline Approaching

Applications for Small Church Grants and Internship Grants for fiscal year 2012 are being accepted by the Small Church/ELCMA Committee, who administers the grants program for the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Internship Grants will be made to support internships within the territory of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, especially in rural, smaller membership congregations.  These grants may be used to cover any costs related to an internship such as housing, stipend, travel, etc.  There are no limitations on the amount requested for grant monies or how many times a congregation may make a request. There is an expectation that each congregation would strive to fund a larger percentage of the costs of each subsequent internship, eventually eliminating their need for this grant.  Small Church Grants will be in the form of decreasing term amounts, up to $3,000 the first year, up to $2,000 the second year, and up to $1,000 the third and final year.  This 3-2-1 process may be repeated if needed, but only after at least one year off the grants.  Grants will be considered for the following goals:

1. Support pastors' salaries that are below the synodical minimum.

2. Maintain ministry in congregations that are in strategic areas.

3. Foster congregational membership growth through quality programs.

4. Make available financial support and program resources for leadership development and materials, i.e., curriculum, newsletters, and programs.

5. Development of outreach ministries.

 Applications for 2012 grants are due in the synod office by January 31, 2011.  For more information contact Pastor Karl-John Stone (karljohn@uss-elca.org; 570-524-9778).

New IRS Mileage Rates for 2011

On December 3, 2010, the Internal Revenue Service issued the 2011 optional standard mileage rate upon which supply preachers and some pastors are reimbursed for “business miles” incurred in service.  The new rate, beginning January 1, 2011, is $.51 per mile.  The rate is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile.  The synod’s supply preaching compensation rate has not been changed for 2011: $100 for one service, $125 for two services, and $140 for three or more services.  (In a multiple-point parish, the grand total is equally shared among the congregations.)

2012 National Youth Gathering Returns to New Orleans

Heidi Hagstrom, Director for ELCA Youth Gathering, has announced the following:

We’re pleased to announce that the ELCA Youth Gathering is returning to New Orleans in 2012.  In 2009, ELCA youth went to New Orleans as guests. We return in 2012 as friends and citizens with the saints.  The theme, Citizens with the Saints, comes directly from the text around which the ELCA Youth Gathering is being shaped:  Ephesians 2:14-20. That is the assigned second reading for Sunday, July 22, 2012, the final day of the Youth Gathering. 

I invite you to look at the core values and prayerfully consider how the ELCA Youth Gathering might contribute to your ministry with young people, as well as how your young people might contribute to the church's mission in New Orleans. 

But the destination, New Orleans, is not the ultimate focus. We are shaping a service learning experience that will affirm young people's welcome into God’s story through baptism, will help them draw closer to God by engaging in intentional faith practices, will train them to bear witness to Jesus' activity for the sake of the world, and will arouse in them their vocational call to "serve all people, following the example of Jesus" (ELW pg. 236).

The journey of discipleship that is the ELCA Youth Gathering starts a year before teenagers come together in New Orleans. We will offer a series of trainings to equip adult leaders to be with young people in ways that lead to the outcomes for which we are planning and praying.  You can download and print the poster at http://www.elca.org/growing-in-faith/ministry/youth-ministry/youth-gathering/downloads.aspx, or request one from us by writing to gathering@elca.org.  Every ELCA congregation will receive two posters.

Kathryn’s Kloset Open House/Orientation Coming Soon

Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries is now operating “Kathryn’s Kloset,” a warehouse in Baltimore where they gather and house surplus manufacturered items (except food) in large quantities.  The items are available to non-profits who can pick up stuff in dock-height trucks.  Many of the items must be received by the skid load.  The next Open House/Orientation Meetings at Diakon Kathryn’s Kloset will be held on the following dates: Wednesday, January 12, and Thursday, February 10, all at 10:00 a.m. at the warehouse, 1101 Desoto Road in Baltimore. The meetings will end no later than noon.  Diakon Kathryn’s Kloset is a ministry of Diakon Lutheran Social Services, where personal care items and other goods are received from a central warehouse in Baltimore and distributed free-of-charge through churches and other non-profit agencies to the needy people of our communities.  For more information, or to reserve a spot at one of the open houses, please be in touch with Rev. Karl-John Stone (karljohn@uss-elca.org; 570-524-9778) or Rev. John Richter (RichterJ@diakon.org).

Young Adults in Global Mission Program Invites You on an Adventure!
The ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program invites young adults (age 19-29) to embark on a life-changing journey, serving in one of nine countries, working in a variety of fields, and experiencing the transformation that comes with one year of international mission service. Service begins in August of each year.  Participants grow in faith as they engage in various church-based and ecumenical partnerships, supported in community and with a commitment to simple living.  Participants are placed according to interest, skills, gifts, or growth-areas.  2010-2011 YAGM Country programs are currently hosted in Argentina & Uruguay, Jerusalem/West Bank, Malaysia, Mexico, Slovakia & Hungary, South Africa, and United Kingdom.  Application must be received by March 1st, with priority consideration given to applications received by February 15th. For more information, go to: http://www.elca.org/yagm.
 


Lutheran Volunteer Corps Welcomes Applicants for 2011-2012
What if you could spend a year giving back to your community while you find your path?  Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC) is a public service and leadership development organization that matches volunteers with full-time positions in social justice for one year.  LVC Volunteers commit to three core practices: working for justice, building community, and living simply and sustainably.  Although LVC members are called volunteers, their jobs often have more in common with paid internships—all LVC Volunteers receive a modest stipend to cover basic expenses, live in household communities with three to six other volunteers (furnished group housing), and are provided with health insurance and two weeks of vacation.  Applicants must be 21 years old or older at the beginning of the service year and must have a high school diploma or GED.  Round One deadline is January 18; Round Two is March 28.  Visit www.lutheranvolunteercorps.org for more details.
 


Volunteer Sought for Work Project in Liberia
The synod’s Liberia Companion Synod Committee seeks one or two volunteers for a not-yet-scheduled work project in Liberia in early 2011.  Tentative plans call for reconstruction work on the roof of one or more buildings at the Lutheran Training Institute (LTI) near Salayea.  An experienced work team member from the USS will lead this team of 2-3 volunteers over a period of 2-4 weeks (to be determined).  Volunteers must be fit for international travel, have a valid passport, and pay for their own travel to Liberia.  For more information and to express your interest, please contact Bob Bradford at bradford@evenlink.com. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 9, 2011:  FLOOD SU

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present FLOOD SU:  Friends Living Out Our Discipleship at Susquehanna University.  This annual event will be held on Sunday, January 9, 2011, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Field House at Susquehanna University.  Doors open at 3:45 p.m.  The event is open to youth in grades 4 through 12.  FLOOD SU features a praise band, service project, swimming, open gym, racquetball, hot dogs, snacks, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero.  Training tables for youth leaders will also be part of the event!  Please bring a snack to share, clothes for swimming, a loud voice to sing God’s praises, hands to do God’s work, games, and sports equipment.  We’ll provide service project materials, hot dogs and drinks, basketballs, volleyballs, Rock Band and Guitar Hero!  Cost is $10 at the door, with free admission for adult chaperones.  It is requested that adult chaperones have their PA State Police Criminal Background and Childline Child Abuse Clearances.  Each congregation should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth.  Registration forms are available on the synod’s website (www.uss-elca.org) or the camp’s website (www.campmountluther.org) 

January 14-15, 2011:  Called to Common Mission Tenth Anniversary Celebration

A “Called to Common Mission 10th Anniversary Celebration” will take place at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 4900 Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, D.C., on Friday, January 14, with a workshop beginning at 2:00 p.m. that will conclude with an evening address by Dr. Kenneth Appold of Princeton University titled, “Beyond Polity: Perspectives on Anglican-Lutheran Relations.”

The celebration will continue on Saturday, January 15, with a festival service at 10:00 a.m., led by Bishops John Chane (Episcopal Diocese of Washington), Richard Graham (Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod, ELCA), and Shannon Johnston (Episcopal Diocese of Virginia).  Clergy are invited to vest and process.  Preferred vestments are cassock and surplice and the color is green.  An offering will be received for Haitian disaster relief.

Called to Common Mission is the full communion agreement between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and The Episcopal Church.  The full schedule and online registration for the January 14 workshop are at www.edow.org/events.  Come and celebrate this milestone in our journey in and toward an even “fuller” full communion.

January 16, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Sunday

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council has designated that the third Sunday in January each year be “Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in our synod.  The synod and camp hope your congregation will celebrate the synod-designated “Camp Mount Luther Sunday” on January 16, 2011.  If your congregation is unable to celebrate with us that day, we encourage you to hold a Mount Luther Sunday at another time and join with us in emphasizing the importance of outdoor ministries in our synod.  Camp Mount Luther is an extension of the ministry that you do in your local congregation.  The camp is here to help congregations make Christ known to your local communities.  There are many ways that you can help promote the camp on this Sunday.  Visit their website www.campmountluther.org for a list of suggestions. 
January 16, 2011:  Annual Camperson Event at Mount Luther

This event gives participants the chance to find out what’s going on at camp and tell the story to others!  It will be held on Sunday, January 16, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  Each congregation in the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a representative to the event.  Campersons serve as liaisons between the camp and the congregation, promoting outdoor ministries.  Each congregation who sends a camperson will receive $15 off each of their church’s camper registrations.  Immediately following the camperson meeting, we’ll have a benefit turkey dinner.  Campersons will receive one free complimentary ticket to attend this dinner.  For more information on being a camperson, please visit www.campmountluther.org. 

January 16, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Turkey Benefit Dinner 

This event will celebrate Benjamin Franklin’s Birthday.  Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national bird of our country.  Camp Mount Luther thought it would be fitting to have a turkey dinner to honor his January birthday!  You are invited to come to his birthday party and support camp at the same time!  The dinner will be held on Sunday, January 16, 2011, from 4:00-6:30 p.m. at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  Price is $9.00 for Adults and $4.50 for Children under 12.  The menu will consist of turkey and all the trimmings.  To order tickets, please contact the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or cml@campmountluther.org.  Deadline for ordering is Monday, January 10, 2011.  A limited number of walk-ins will be available.  Proceeds will benefit the 2011 Annual Fund Appeal.
January 19, 2011:  Lecture “Sustaining the Commitment to Social Justice” by Dean Brackley

Father Dean Brackley will speak on “Sustaining the Commitment to Social Justice” in the Stretansky Concert Hall on the campus of Susquehanna University at 7:30 p.m.  After members of the Salvadoran military killed six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her daughter in 1989 at the University of Central America in San Salvador, Fr. Dean Brackley volunteered to take the place of one of the martyred Jesuits. He has taught at the Universidad Centroamericana in San Salvador ever since, and now serves as pastor of the university parish. Lecturing extensively in the U.S.A. and Europe, Fr. Brackley has done much to keep the memory of the martyrs of El Salvador alive and to continue their struggle for social justice.  This lecture is free and open to the public, and no tickets are required.  This presentation relates to Susquehanna University’s theme for the 2010-2011 academic year: Sustainability.
January 22, 2011:  Preaching Perspectives-- Lent and Easter 2011

The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin and The Rev. Miriam Nicholson will present “Preaching Perspectives” on the lectionary texts of Lent and Easter, at the synod office (500 Reitz Blvd., Lewisburg) on Saturday, January 22, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (snow date: January 29).  Participants may bring a lunch or purchase lunch in Lewisburg over the break from Noon to 1:00 p.m.   The registration fee is $30.  Dr. Martin serves as Associate Prof. of Religion and Philosophy at Susquehanna University, specializing in New Testament.  Pastor Nicholson serves as the Pastor of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church, Elliotsburg, PA, and is a Biblical Storyteller.  Please register in advance by contacting the synod office: 570-524-9778.

January 23, 2011:  LARC Vespers

The annual Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic Coalition Vespers service will be held on Sunday, January 23, 2011, at 5:00 p.m.  Clergy and laity are invited and welcome to attend the service, which is one way we have of growing into the unity Christ prays for his Church, and for living out the long-standing covenant between the Upper & Lower Susquehanna Synods, the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg.  The LARC Vespers will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill, PA.

April 1-2, 2011:  Gathering in the East

Following the success of the first ELCA Youth Ministry Network's Extravaganza, there was a desire to bring something closer to the East Coast. In March 1998, over 100 youth leaders in Regions 7, 8 and 9 assembled for the first Gathering in the East (GIE) in Lancaster, PA.  The GIE is for all adults serving in youth and family ministry settings; there is something for everyone - paid or volunteer, experienced or just starting, rostered or lay, in urban, suburban, or rural settings, working with children, youth, and/or young adults.  The Gathering in the East is committed to connecting, equipping and encouraging the people of God to serve boldly. The 2011 Planning Team has made a number of adjustments to the event reflecting the “table conversations" at the 2010 event. The main event will begin Friday evening and run through Saturday, with an option to add an In-Depth Workshop on Friday afternoon. It will be held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a large congregation located by the University of Delaware in Newark, convenient to hotels and restaurants.  The church’s address is 701 South College Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19713.  The event will continue to provide opportunities for worship, networking, and learning. We hope that you will invest in enriching your ministry to youth and families by taking advantage of this event.  For more information, visit their Facebook page as well as their website at http://www.GatheringInTheEast.org for costs, schedules and updates on workshops, hotels and restaurants.  You can also register on that website.  Contact Robin Kunkel at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove for more information, too.  Her phone number is 570-374-8444 or e-mail robin.kunkel@sharonlc.org.

April 30, 2011:  USSWO Day of Learning

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Synodical Women’s Organization will hold their annual Day of Learning on April 30, 2011, at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove.  The theme will be “God’s Creation, Today’s Environment,” based on Genesis 1.  The speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Gilson Waldkoenig, professor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  Carol Loveland from Penn State Extension will also do a workshop on the Marcellus Shale drilling.  The offering that day will go to the Carol Main Scholarship Fund for Liberian Pastors’ Spouses. 

Marriage Enrichment Retreats Announced for 2011

Make 2011 the year you resolve to make your marriage a more romantic, intimate, joy-filled relationship!  For 35 years Lutheran Marriage Encounter has been enriching and revitalizing marriages by presenting Weekends where couples learn tools to make this happen.  Weekends run from Friday night at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are covered.  The four 2011 Pennsylvania Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are:  March 25-27--Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College PA (peaceful resort nestled within 1500 wooded acres), April 29–May 1--The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven, PA (in the beautiful Pocono Mountains just off Interstate 80 -- 2 hours north of Philadelphia), September 16-18--Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA  (a 1917 Manor with beautiful modern retreat center in the Allegheny National Forest -- 20 miles southeast of Warren, PA), and November 4-6--Radisson Hotel Sharon, West Middlesex, PA (lovely hotel featuring king beds and in-room hot tubs--one hour north of Pittsburgh).   Registrations are limited, so sign up today to ensure that you can attend the weekend of your choice.  Simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register using your credit card, or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.  
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