UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD 
January 2012 Currents
Currents is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org.  This month, Currents features these attachments:   

· January 2012 Camp Mount Luther Camel Tracks
· February 2012 Health and Wholeness Articles
· Fall LPG Newsletter Article
News and Notes
Synod Blog Launched
During the Christmas season, the Upper Susquehanna Synod launched a blog.  The inaugural writings on the blog were Christmas devotions written by Chad Hershberger, Director of Communications.  The blog will be used for synod staff and others to share thoughts, ideas, and other information.  You can view the blog at www.usselca.wordpress.com. 
The Lay Ministry Institute is ON THE ROAD in 2012 

This year, the Lay Ministry Institute of the Upper Susquehanna Synod is taking its programs on the road.  Three synod conferences have scheduled the presentation “The First 1,000 Years of the Church.”  Topics covered will include heroes and heretics, the development of the creeds and liturgy, how civilization was saved by a solar eclipse, and strange and unusual historical events. This will be a highly interactive class.  The cost of each class session is $5. Please register with your home congregation or with the teacher, Rev. Melody Sell, at prmsell@verizon.net or 570-437- 2652.  Here is a schedule of the programs:

· West Branch Conference – Sundays, January 15, 29, and February 12, from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at St. Michael’s, Quiggleville
· Middle Creek Conference – Thursday Evenings, January 26, February 2 and 9, from 7:00 -9:00 p.m. at St. John, Richfield
· North Branch Conference – Sundays, February 19, 26, and March 4, from 2:30-4:30 p.m., at Washingtonville, Washingtonville
USS Volunteers Travel to Liberia
Three members of Upper Susquehanna Synod congregations will leave on January 19 for a four-week visit to the synod's companion church, the Lutheran Church in Liberia.  There, Joyce and Bud Walter (Faith, Lewisburg) and Sandra Nelson (St. Michael's, Cogan Station) will travel to the Lutheran Training Institute to further develop relationships with LTI leaders and assist in re-roofing some of the buildings on campus.  (See related story here: http://www.uss-elca.org/an-appeal-for-help-in-liberia.)  Thanks to the contributions of USS members totaling nearly $10,500, the LTI re-roofing project will help improve LTI's facilities for education and job-training programs.  Please remember Sandy, Joyce, and Bud in prayer this Epiphany season as they encounter Christ in Liberia on behalf of our synod.  In other Liberia-related news, the synod now owns several DVD copies of the 2008 documentary, "Pray the Devil Back to Hell."  The movie narrates the efforts of Liberian women--including Lutheran and 2011 Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee--to bring an end to the 14-year Liberian civil war through peaceful protesting.  To borrow a copy of the DVD, please contact the synod office.
Host a Souper Bowl of Caring Event on February 5, 2012

The Super Bowl takes place on Sunday, February 5, and approximately 100 million Americans are expected to tune in to watch. As many are enjoying abundant food and friendship while hosting or attending parties, approximately one billion people will be hungry.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is an ecumenical, youth-led movement, with more than 2,000 ELCA youth groups raising money for hunger-related charities each year.  The money you raise can be donated to the hunger-related charity of your choice. This year, please consider making a difference locally and globally. Select a local organization to receive half of what you raise, and send the other half to ELCA World Hunger. Gifts to ELCA World Hunger support the projects of this church that respond to hunger and poverty in over 50 countries -- including hundreds of soup kitchens and food pantries right here in the United States. What an incredible way to make a worldwide impact!  Getting started is easy.
· Register online at www.souperbowl.org or call 800-358-SOUP (7687) and receive a free starter kit.
· Collect donations on, or near, Super Bowl Sunday (February 5).
· Report your results to be included in the national total.
· Donate all or a portion of your collection to ELCA World Hunger (P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764).

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Would you like to make a gift to your congregation and/or other favorite church charities but are not sure what your future financial needs will be?  You can make charitable giving part of your will or you could simply change the beneficiary statement of an insurance policy, qualified retirement plan, commercial annuity, or bank or brokerage account.  There are many ways you can make an estate gift to support your favorite church charity without sacrificing your personal financial security.  For more information on how to include your favorite church charities in your estate planning call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo. 
Attention Married Couples:  Retreats Planned for 2012
When is the last time the two of you did something just for your relationship?  Make 2012 the year you resolve to take time to spend a weekend learning how to make your marriage a more intimate, loving, Christian union.  Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends run from Friday night at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee; plus toward the end of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you choose toward the continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.  The 2012 Pennsylvania Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are:  March 16-18, at Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College PA (peaceful resort located in the center of the state); April 20-22, at Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon, West Middlesex, PA (a lovely hotel featuring king beds and in-room hot tubs--1 hour north of Pittsburgh); September 14-16, at Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA  (a 1917 Manor with beautiful modern retreat center in the Allegheny National Forest -- 20 miles southeast of Warren, PA); and October 19-21, at The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven, PA (in the beautiful Pocono Mountains just off Interstate 80 – two hours north of Philadelphia.)  Registrations are limited, so choose your weekend, and sign up today to ensure your first choice. If a conflict arises, you may transfer your registration to any other weekend that has openings.  To sign up, simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register using your credit card.  Or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with a registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.  
Stories of Faith in Action
Stories of Faith in Action is a free resource full of dynamic stories of how God is changing lives around the world through the mission and ministry of the ELCA. You’ll also find information on Mission Support (the financial contributions given by synods and congregations to fund churchwide ministries), including budget numbers, and more. This is a very useful resource for the Epiphany season and for congregational meetings.  To order your free copy of Stories of Faith in Action, call 800-638-3522 or order online at www.elca.org/resources. Ask for ELCAMA1008. The resource is free; you only pay for shipping. 

Application Deadline Approaching for 2012 Serving Christ in the World Program 

Do you know a high school sophomore or junior who has served in leadership roles in your congregation? Is there a young leader in your church or community who is asking tough questions about his or her faith and the world around them? If so, please encourage him or her to apply for Youth in Mission’s Serving Christ in the World program, which guides participants in exploring ways to live out their faith in the world.  Youth in Mission’s next Serving Christ in the World program will take place June 16-30, 2012.  Participants will spend one week at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and will also travel to Mexico for a six-day multicultural immersion experience led by the CREAR ecumenical organization and the Cuernavaca Center for Intercultural Dialogue on Development. Youth will discover their leadership skills and explore their gifts for service and ministry during workshops, class sessions, worship, small group discussions, and site visits. Applications are currently being accepted on a rolling basis. All application materials must be received no later than February 24, 2012. Please encourage youth you know to apply!  For more information about this faith-building, life-changing experience visit www.lstc.edu/yim, email youthinmission@lstc.edu, or call (773) 256-0725.

Worth Repeating
Small Church Grants Available

The Small Church-ELCMA Committee will be receiving applications for fiscal year 2013 Small Church and Internship Grants until January 31, 2012.  Internship Grants will be considered for supporting seminary interns, especially in rural, smaller membership congregations.  Small Church Grants will be considered for the following uses:

· Support pastors' salaries that are below the synodical minimum.

· Maintain ministry in congregations that are in strategic areas.

· Foster congregational membership growth through quality programs.

· Make available financial support and program resources for leadership development and materials, i.e., curriculum, newsletters, and programs.

· Development of outreach ministries.

Download a small church grant application here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Small-Church-Grant-2013-application.doc.  Download an internship grant application here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Internship-Grant-2013-application.doc.  For more information, contact Pastor Karl-John Stone at the synod office (570-524-9778; karljohn@uss-elca.org).

The Birthday Candle Campaign Is Underway!

Camp Mount Luther has been making Christ known for almost 50 years.  Participants renew and strengthen their faith through their encounter with Jesus Christ in worship, recreation, Bible study, prayer, creation stewardship, and music.  As the camp gets ready to celebrate its 50th birthday in 2013, it is the board’s birthday wish that Mount Luther has financial resources to begin its sixth decade on solid ground.  That’s why the camp board and the Upper Susquehanna Synod authorized a three-pronged fundraising effort to celebrate this upcoming milestone.  The campaign is designed to enhance annual fund giving, reduce existing debt, build an endowment fund, and begin new capital programs.  Congregations and individuals can help by giving a donation to the BIRTHDAY CANDLE CAMPAIGN.   For every $12,000 the camp raises by its birthday, one candle will be put on a birthday cake.  We’d like to raise $600,000 by then (and have all 50 candles!)  You can designate your gift to any of the following and it will be counted toward this effort:  Annual Fund, Camperships, Evergreen Center Debt Reduction, Endowment Fund.  To make a gift, please send a check to Camp Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA  17844  

Upcoming Events

January 14, 2012:  FLOOD SU

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present FLOOD SU:  Friends Living Out Our Discipleship at Susquehanna University.  This annual event will be held on Saturday, January 14, 2012, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Field House at Susquehanna University.  Doors open at 3:45 p.m.  The event is open to youth in grades 4 through 12.  FLOOD SU features a praise band, service project, swimming, open gym, racquetball, hot dogs, snacks, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero.  Each youth group should bring a reasonable amount of snacks to share, clothes for swimming, a loud voice to sing God’s praises, hands to do God’s work, games, and sports equipment.  We’ll provide service project materials, hot dogs and drinks, basketballs, volleyballs, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero!  Cost is $5 if registered by Tuesday, January 3, 2012; $10 at the door, with free admission for adult chaperones.  It is requested that adult chaperones have their PA State Police Criminal Background and Childline Child Abuse Clearances.  Each congregation should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth.  Registration forms are available on the synod’s website (www.uss-elca.org) or the camp’s website (www.campmountluther.org). 

January 15, 2012:  Mount Luther Sunday

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council has designated that the third Sunday in January each year be “Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in the synod.  Members of USS congregations are encouraged to celebrate outdoor ministries on this day, “Camp Mount Luther Sunday”, January 15, 2012.  Mount Luther is an extension of the ministry that is done in local Lutheran congregations.  The camp asks that congregations promote the camp on that Sunday or designate another Sunday this spring to do so.  Ways to promote the camp include bulletin inserts to share with congregation members, Temple Talks, camper testimonials, bulletin board displays, special camp music during Sunday school and church services, as well as special offering being collected.  Resources are available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  

January 22, 2012:  Annual Camperson Event at Mount Luther

This event gives participants the chance to find out what’s going on at camp and tell the story to others!  It will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  Each congregation in the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a representative to the event.  Campersons serve as liaisons between the camp and the congregation, promoting outdoor ministries.  Each congregation who sends a camperson to this meeting will receive $15 off each of their church’s camper registrations.  For more information on being a camperson, please visit www.campmountluther.org. 

February 3-4, 2012:  Synod Youth Retreat

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present “I Believe, Help My Unbelief:  The Creeds of the Church,” this year’s synod youth retreat.  The retreat is for youth in grades 6-12 and will be held on Friday, February 3, 2012- Saturday, February 4, 2012, at Camp Mount Luther.  Come and grow in your faith as you learn more about the creeds of the Church.  Cost is $45 if you register before January 17.  A late fee of $5 is added after that date.  There is a firm registration deadline of January 27, 2012, with no refunds after that deadline.  Each registered group should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth and at least one adult for each gender represented.  Cabin assignments will be made based on available adults and number of youth attending.  More information, including registration form, is available at the camp website at www.campmountluther.org and the synod website at www.uss-elca.org.  Any questions or concerns can be addressed to Rev. Patrick L. Sipes at 570-539-2341 or sgtmuddy@gmail.com.
February 9-12, 2012:  ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who work with youth in congregations of the ELCA for the premier renewal, educational, and networking event of our church. It is for the volunteer and the professional. It is for the old and the young. It is for the urban, the suburban, and the rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all who share in the adventure we call youth and family ministry.  The Extravaganza is a great opportunity to go to workshops, large group sessions, worship, and network with other youth ministry leaders in the United States. Those of you going to the Youth Gathering will have your hotel assignments by then, and if attending the Extravaganza will have an opportunity to become familiar with New Orleans and where your hotel is located. Visit the website for more details about travel discounts and other elements of the event. Talk to a neighboring youth leader and share a hotel room to cut down on expenses. It truly is an event you shouldn't miss.  For more information, visit www.elcaymnet.org.
February 10-12, 2012:  Project Connect Annual Gathering of Pre-Seminary Students

Pre-Seminary Students, College Chaplains, and Campus Ministers are invited to the Annual Gathering of Pre-Seminary Students at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.  The event takes place from Friday, February 10, 2012, at 6:00 p.m. to Sunday, February 12, 2012, at 12:00 noon.  Meals, housing and program are FREE! Transportation reimbursement is available upon request.  Students and graduates, ages 18-30, from Regions 7, 8, and 9 of the ELCA, are invited to attend.  Attending the pre-seminary student gathering will allow time for:

· Interacting with others about Hearing God’s Call to serve 
· First-hand, bird’s eye view of a seminary 
· Worship and faith community opportunities 
· Sharing with others what’s happening at your college 
· Information & help regarding candidacy, admissions, and financial aid 
· Meeting and talking with seminary faculty
· Exploring your future 
For more information and a registration form, please visit the Project Connect website at www.projectconnect.org. 


March 11, 2012:  Bishop's Day for Confirmands and their Parents
A special event for the synod's confirmands will be held on Sunday afternoon, March 11, 2012, at Sharon Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove (120 South Market St).  This event is open to ALL confirmation students, and is held every other year.  Pastors are encouraged to attend along with their students and the students' parents. The afternoon will include worship and teaching by USS Bishop Robert Driesen about what it means to belong to the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. It is helpful, but not absolutely necessary to let the synod office know in advance how many will be attending.
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