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A note from the Editor:

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please send an email to <news@uss-elca.org> with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  

The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is March 1, 2011.  

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE
Mapping Your Mission Field Project Needs Your Help

Are you Internet savvy? Do you like dabbling in demographics and the census? Do you pay close attention to detail? With the new census results due to come out in March, our synod’s Mapping Your Mission Field (MYMF) process is due for a major update! 

  

What is MYMF?  It is a process in which a congregation looks at the demographics of its community, in conjunction with Bible study and prayer. The congregation then begins to discern how God is calling it to participate or deepen its participation in God’s work in the community that surrounds it. When folks discern a general direction, issue, or need pointed out to them by the demographics and God’s leading, the stage is set for them to go gather information from and seek partnerships with municipalities, agencies, and organizations which are involved with the issue or need. Prayerful planning and action can then follow.  Mapping Your Mission Field gets the ball rolling, then passes it off to those in the congregation passionate about a ministry to take it from there. 

  

So what do we need? Several volunteer teams of two people each who can help to “harvest” data from the Census Bureau’s website and paste it into our MYMF database. 

Requirements:   

· Close attention to detail in transferring numbers into the correct columns! 

· Each needs to have a computer, one should have internet access – and at least one person on each team needs a laptop. One of the computers needs either Microsoft Excel or Word software. 

  

When do we need it? The Census Bureau’s website states that first results from the 2010 Census will be posted in February 2011; so work on this project can start in March. 

  

Where will it happen? After an orientation session that will be held in a central location for the volunteers, teams can work on their own to get the job done. 

  

Who to contact?  Beth Yenchko, Director for Evangelical Mission at mailto:eyenchko@uss-elca.org or the Upper Susquehanna Synod office at 570-524-9778 or cell: 717-579-3845 

  

What’s the payoff?  Beth promises a fun celebration when the project is complete!

Coaching Available for Church Leaders

Did you ever wish there was someone to talk with about your ministry, professional development, or other activities-- a neutral observer to help you reflect on what you needed to do, to encourage you, and to keep you accountable as you try your ideas?  Do you work with a team or committee that could benefit from a better understanding of how the gifts of all its members fit into the work at hand and complement each other?  Could you or groups you work with benefit from practicing critical thinking, listening, and inquiry skills?  The discipline of coaching, as used in the ELCA, focuses on all of these goals.  It is practiced in pairs, triads, or with groups.  In Autumn 2010, six Upper Susquehanna Synod clergy and lay leaders gathered for two 4-hour Coaching 101 training sessions to learn and practice coaching theory and skills.  They now meet every other month to check in with each other. If you would like more information on how coaching skills can work for you and your ministry partners, are interested in forming a cohort, or are interested in scheduling a training for a team or group in your area, contact USS Director for Evangelical Mission Beth Yenchko at 717-579-3845 or eyenchko@uss-elca.org  

“Hand-in-Hand”: Congregation-to-Parish Partnership Orientation
How does a Central Pennsylvania Lutheran congregation befriend a parish of African Lutherans on the other side of the world?  Come and hear!  Members of the synod’s Liberia Companion Synod Committee will share their insights with those considering beginning congregational partner relationships with Liberian parishes.  Hear about what you might expect from friendships with Liberians, and what you might share and gain from such relationships.  Share your ideas with others, too!  All meetings are open to participants from other congregations.  For more information, please contact Beth Ann Stone at bethann@uss-elca.org.  

· Mon., January 31, 7 p.m., Himmel’s, Rebuck (Covered Bridge Rd)

· Wed., February 9, 7 p.m., St. Matthew, Bloomsburg (123 N. Market St)

· Thu, February 17, 7 p.m., Trinity, McAlisterville (420 Main St)

· Thu. February 24, 7 p.m., Faith, Lewisburg (2349 Old Turnpike Rd)

· Thu. March 3, 7 p.m., Sharon, Selinsgrove (120 S. Market St)

· Still to be scheduled…West Branch Conference location

Summer Camp Brochures Available

Summer brochures are now available for Camp Mount Luther. Copies were sent to congregations in the Upper Susquehanna Synod and to campers from the last two summers. It’s going to be an exciting summer, with traditional, specialty, and trip camps part of this year’s schedule.  Church camping is an important faith developer of our young people.  Encourage a child to go to camp!  If you didn’t see a brochure yet, you can view it online or contact the camp office at 570-922-1587 and we’ll send you a copy.  For more information on Mount Luther, visit www.campmountluther.org.  We’ve received our first registration for summer camp-- help us to increase our camper numbers this year!!!!  
Camp Mount Luther Announces Little Debbie Fundraiser

Camp Mount Luther is asking campersons and other friends of camp to participate in a new fundraising venture to benefit our Birthday Candle Campaign.  We are asking congregations and individuals to help us sell Little Debbies!  Folks can buy the big packs of Little Debbies for $3.49 each.  One person or congregation can take orders from now until March 14, 2011.  Then, the orders need to be turned into the Camp Mount Luther office by that day at 3:00 p.m.  Please note that money should be collected up-front when the order is taken.  Order forms are available through the camp office.  On April 2, 2011, orders can be picked up at the A-Center at Camp Mount Luther between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. (noon).  Why are we doing this?  To raise funds for Camp Mount Luther.  Why did we partner with Little Debbie Snacks?  Because Little Debbie is America’s Number One Snack Cake and over 90% of households recognize the Little Debbie brand.  For us, it is a new and exciting way that we can help support the mission of the camp.  Our goal is to sell 425 boxes.  The person who sells the most will be given a $25 gift certificate for the Camp Mount Luther store.  If you would like to help by just buying some packs of Little Debbies, contact the camp office to order.  You will need to pick them up on April 2nd.  Thank you for your participation!  

Calling Young People to Connect Globally
The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) invites groups of youth and young adults to be connected digitally to young people around the world through an innovative program called LWF together - the earth needs you.  Each group will be matched with two other groups in other continents for a six-month period of Bible study, environmental projects, and building relationships through the internet.  Register your group of 2-15 members, with a majority in ages 15-30, by April 1, 2011, and receive a handbook and guidelines for the time period of May through October.  See http://lwfyouth.org/lwf-together/ for more information.  

New LAMPa Website is Live 

You can now access the new Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania website at its new address: http://www.lutheranadvocacypa.org.  Bookmark it as your go-to source for the latest in advocacy opportunities, background on the issues and faith-based justice ministry resources. New features include a blog, Twitter feed, resources for congregations, synod teams, and more. 

Living Lutheran Up and Running

Living Lutheran is a new electronic resource for ELCA members to communicate with each other. A variety of ideas and topics are covered by the bloggers and other contributors to the site. See what Living Lutheran is all about by clicking: http://www.livinglutheran.com/
Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission-The IRA Rollover is back-AGAIN!

In December 2010 the U.S. Congress extended the IRA Rollover to December 31, 2011.  This act allows donors 70 ½ or older to make gifts up to $100,000 from their Traditional or Roth IRA directly to a charity without any federal tax implications this year.  [This law does not apply to a 401(k), 403(b) or other qualified pension accounts.]  The donor does not have to pay income tax on the withdrawal, nor does the donor receive a charitable tax deduction.  Furthermore, the donation does not count against the maximum charitable gifts allowed in any year.  The charitable gift cannot be used to fund a Life Income Agreement like a Charitable Gift Annuity or a Charitable Remainder Trust, nor can it be donated to a Donor Advised Fund, but can be used to fulfill a campaign pledge.  The withdrawal to make a charitable gift can be used to satisfy the IRA required minimum distribution required by law.  Please note:  IRA plan administrators must make the check in the name of the charity but can send the check to the donor for delivery.  For a sample letter or for more information about how to use your IRA or other assets to make charitable gifts, call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044, or call the Foundation of the ELCA, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970, or visit our website at http://www.elca.org/fo.
News from the Mission Investment Fund

Despite economic uncertainty, the needs of a church building still need to be addressed.  Aging boilers, leaky windows, old roofs, cracked sidewalks, facilities that are not handicapped accessible can all be obstacles to ministry.  Corrective steps sometimes need financing.  Consider the ELCA Mission Investment Fund for funding either large or small projects.  The current rate for a five-year adjustable loan is 4.875%.  Other loan terms and rates are available.  For more information about loans or investments, contact area representative Pr. Mark Wimmer:  267-203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.oreg
2011 Lenten Devotions Program - We've a Story to Tell

In keeping with the traditions of Lent, the Society of St. Andrew invites your congregation to participate in a program of spiritual reflection, prayer, and giving.  Their Lenten devotion program challenges readers to take seriously the scriptural injunction to care for the poor, while it also provides an opportunity to feed our hungry brothers and sisters.  Each day during Lent, one of their gifted writers, using the theme “We’ve a Story to Tell,” describes how knowing Jesus has made a difference in his or her life. As you make the journey to the cross this year, use SoSA’s devotional booklet to think of how a relationship with Jesus has changed your life. Then ponder the question: "Are you willing to share your story, and the story of our Savior, with others?"

To obtain a free sample church packet, or personal packet of our devotion and giving program and the Good Friday Fast, go to http://www.endhunger.org/lent.htm, call 800-333-4597, or email The Rev. Jennifer Vestal Moore at mailto:Church@EndHunger.org. There is no charge for the program. You are encouraged to make a donation to this feeding ministry as a part of the program. 

New IRS Mileage Rates for 2011

On December 3, 2010, the Internal Revenue Service issued the 2011 optional standard mileage rate upon which supply preachers and some pastors are reimbursed for “business miles” incurred in service.  The new rate, beginning January 1, 2011, is $.51 per mile.  The rate is based on an annual study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile.  The synod’s supply preaching compensation rate has not been changed for 2011: $100 for one service, $125 for two services, and $140 for three or more services.  (In a multiple-point parish, the grand total is equally shared among the congregations.)

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 16, 2011:  Bicentennial of Daniel Alexander Payne 

The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg will mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of one of its most distinguished alumni, Daniel Alexander Payne, in a festival service of Holy Communion Wednesday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m.  The seminary will be joined by leaders of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) in celebrating the life of Payne, including the Right Rev. Richard F. Norris, Bishop of the AME Church’s First District; and the Rev. Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue, President of Payne Seminary. Daniel Payne served as a Bishop of the AME church and later president of Wilberforce University in Wilberforce, Ohio.  The evening service will take place at the seminary’s Chapel, 147 Seminary Ridge in Gettysburg, and is open to the public. The event is a partnership between Gettysburg Seminary and Payne Seminary, the African Methodist Episcopal Church and area congregations served by current AME seminarians and alumni.  The Right Reverend Richard F. Norris, Bishop and Presiding Prelate of the AME’s First Episcopal District, will Preside over the service of Holy Communion in the Church of the Abiding Presence here on the Gettysburg Seminary campus.  Preacher for the gala worship celebration will be the Rev. Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue, current President of Payne Theological Seminary and a leader in many Church and public arenas.  Choirs from LaMott and Bethel AME churches will lift their voices and lead us in giving praise to God.  More information is available at the Seminary’s web site: http://www.ltsg.edu, by email at info@ltsg.edu, or by calling (717) 334-6286.     

February 20-21, 2011:  Pre-Lenten Retreat

Prof. Tim Wengert will be offering a one-night retreat entitled “Discovering the Large Catechism; Martin Luther’s Gem for Parish Ministry” at Camp Nawakwa, Arendtsville.  The retreat will begin at 7:00 p.m., Sunday, February 20, and conclude by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, February 21.  Additional details and registration forms are available at http://www.lutherancamping.org/events/wengert.  While this retreat is geared primarily toward rostered leaders, anyone with interest in this area is welcome to participate.    

February 23, 2011:  Concordia College Choir at Gettysburg

With the Concordia College Choir from Moorhead, MN, singing in concert on Wednesday February 23rd,  Music, Gettysburg! will be hosting one of the nation’s finest touring choirs.  The Concordia Choir has performed to rave reviews around the world, and will bring its rich, lush harmonies to the magnificent acoustics of the Gettysburg Seminary chapel.  The performance, at 7:30 p.m. is free and open to everyone.  No tickets are required, although the choir will receive the offering received that evening.  Music, Gettysburg! is a free concert series featuring international and local musical artists supported by both the Lutheran seminary and the wider Gettysburg community.  For more information about this and other concerts in the Music, Gettysburg! schedule, please call 717-338-300 ext 2197 or visit this web site: www.ltsg.musicgettysburg.org. 

February 25, 2011:  BOP Consultations: Health Assessment and/or BOP Benefits

Barb Debski, a Regional Representative from the ELCA Board of Pensions, will be visiting our synod from 10 – 4 at the synod office.  Barb will take advance appointments for anyone who wants to assure a time to discuss their BOP Retirement Benefits, or for help with taking the online health assessment.  Appointments with Barb may be scheduled by calling Andrea Bashore at the synod office (570-524-9778; andrea@uss-elca.org).  Shirley Heasley will also be serving as “parish nurse” for this day.  She will offer health screenings, including blood pressure, blood sugar, and BMI screenings.  And she will have some freebies from Evangelical Hospital!  If 65 percent of USS plan members take the online BOP Health Assessment by April 30, all plan members in the synod will get a two percent discount for all of 2011.  This would result in a savings of $10,100 synod-wide!  USS Board of Pensions plan members who take the Health Assessment by September 30 will also earn $150 toward their health care costs, and the opportunity to earn up to $300 more.  For more information: http://www.uss-elca.org/?p=3833.
February 26, 2011:  Church Treasurers and Administrators BOP Workshop

Barb Debski, a Regional Representative from the ELCA Board of Pensions, will be visiting our synod to lead a Church Treasurers and Administrators Workshop from 9:00-11:30  a.m. at Holy Spirit, Turbotville.  The workshop covers forms, calculators for budgeting, and understanding your BOP bill, as well as the following: 

· How to sponsor employees in ELCA benefits

· Helping employees elect the right health coverage

· Paying your monthly benefits bill

· Notify BOP of salary changes or employment status changes 

· Helping employees benefit from a flexible spending account

· Words to know

· Eligibility requirements

· Housing and Social Security tax allowances 

· Sponsored couples 

As part of this workshop, Pastor Greg Kramer of the ELCA Foundation will be on hand to discuss ways to:

· Encourage and facilitate lifelong stewardship through major and deferred gifts

· Offer financial education, resources, and support services

· Promote investment management services to the ministries, congregations, and members of the ELCA.  

This is a free workshop, but pre-registration is required.  For more information, click here:  

http://www.uss-elca.org/?p=3828
February 25-26, 2011:  Gettysburg Seminary’s “Seminary Weekend”

Immerse yourself in Gettysburg’s faithful and faith-filled seminary community.  Talk with them, worship with them, dine with them, and experience seminary life with them during this weekend.  At Gettysburg Seminary, their inspirational faculty integrates the fundamentals of theory and practice into an innovative curriculum designed to prepare you for the challenges and possibilities of leadership in the church and world today. Join faculty, administration, staff, students and their families to learn more about the distinctive curriculum, community life, contextual education settings, worship life, ecumenical opportunities, costs and available financial aid.  While you experience seminary and community life on campus, they will also highlight the opportunities available through the Washington Theological Consortium - academic, political, socioeconomic, and ecumenical.  The cost of your participation in a Seminary Weekend will be paid by the Seminary (including on-site housing, food, and transportation from and to local airports).  If you would like to attend a Seminary Weekend, please visit the Admissions Office homepage at http://www.LTSG.edu (information under "Prospective Students" - Seminary Weekend) to access the registration form, or call the Admissions Office, toll-free, at 1-800-MLUTHER, ext. 3008.  If you cannot visit during a Seminary Weekend schedule a day and/or overnight visit to campus at another time. Contact the Admissions Office to arrange a visit that includes a staff interview, a tour, a classroom visit, worship, and lunch.  Spend a weekend to get the sense of this place, to discern your sense of call, and to learn how Gettysburg puts theological education in context for you.

March 4-5, 2011:  Synod Youth Retreat 

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present “OMG or How I Came to Love

The Ten Commandments,” this year’s synod youth retreat.  The retreat is for youth in grades 6-12 and will be held on Friday, March 4,- Saturday, March 5, at Camp Mount Luther.  Cost is $45 if you register before February 11; $50 after February 11.  Registration deadline is February 18.  More information, including registration form, is available at the camp website at www.campmountluther.org and the synod website at www.uss-elca.org.  Any Questions or Concerns can be addressed to Rev. Patrick L. Sipes at 570-539-2341 or sgtmuddy@gmail.com.

April 1-2, 2011:  Gathering in the East (A Children/Youth Leader’s Conference)

The Gathering in the East event will be held on Friday and Saturday, April 1 & 2, 2011.  The GIE theme for 2011 is Abundance in the Midst of Scarcity.  Marilyn Sharpe will be the guest speaker as well as an Intensive Workshop leader along with Reverend Jon Hoffmyer from Philadelphia Seminary.  Join them for both the Intensive Workshops and Networking on Friday as well as the entire Saturday event, or come only for the Saturday event.  Until March 1, 2011, the event cost is $80.00 for the Saturday sessions.  After March 1st, it will cost $100.00.  Friday Intensive Workshops are $25.00.  The registration fee covers Saturday continental breakfast, lunch, and snacks as well as covering the cost of our guest speaker and workshop leaders. Hotel bookings are for the individual to decide.  To register and for more information on workshops, guest speaker, schedule, the venue at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Newark, DE, and the surrounding restaurants and hotels, visit http://www.gatheringintheeast.org.  The venue is close to the Amtrak and local bus station.  The church is located directly off of Route 95. The church’s address is 701 South College Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19713.  Contact Robin Kunkel at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove, for more information, too.  Her phone number is 570-374-8444 or e-mail robin.kunkel@sharonlc.org.

April 10, 2011:  Synod Ministry Celebration
All Upper Susquehanna Synod ministry teams and committees are invited to celebrate their work with a dinner and fun "show & tell" on Sunday, April 10, 2011, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther. If you are a member of a synod committee, task force, or team, please be in touch with your chairperson or convener to make a reservation with your fellow members. Cost of the meal is $12 paid in advance to the Upper Susquehanna Synod, PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.  For more information, contact Rev. Karl-John Stone at karljohn@uss-elca.org or 570-524-9778 or Beth Yenchko at eyenchko@uss-elca.org or 717-579-3845.

April 16, 2011:  Stewardship in Trying Times

"Save The Date" for the next in the Upper Susquehanna Synod’s series of Stewardship in Trying Times workshops.  The next workshop will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  More details will be shared soon.  For more information about this program, please contact Rev. Karl-John Stone at karljohn@uss-elca.org or 570-524-9778 or Beth Yenchko at eyenchko@uss-elca.org or 717-579-3845.

April 30, 2011:  USSWO Day of Learning

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Synodical Women’s Organization will hold their annual Day of Learning on April 30, 2011, at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove.  The theme will be “God’s Creation, Today’s Environment,” based on Genesis 1.  The speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Gilson Waldkoenig, professor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  Carol Loveland from Penn State Extension will also do a workshop on the Marcellus Shale drilling.  The offering that day will go to the Carol Main Scholarship Fund for Liberian Pastors’ Spouses. 

May 16, 2011:  Bishop's Open Golf Tournament
The sixth annual Bishop Open's Golf Tournament is set for May 16, 2011, beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club in Shamokin Dam.  The tournament benefits Camp Mount Luther and the camp’s annual fund.  A brochure containing information and registration form is available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  The camp’s golf tournament committee is currently looking for hole sponsors, door prize sponsors, silent auction items, and golfers.  If you can help, please contact the camp office.  Congregations are also encouraged to become a hole sponsor this year.  Reminder letters were mailed out in early February.  Get involved and help our synod’s outdoor ministry!

May 17, 2011:  Lutheran Day at the Capitol and PA Hunger Summit

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 2011 will focus on hunger in Pennsylvania and strategies for Lutheran congregations, synods, and leaders to address it through direct action and advocacy.  The keynote speaker is David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World and 2010 World Food Prize laureate. He is an economist, a Lutheran pastor, and one of the foremost U.S. advocates for hungry people in the United States and worldwide. Beckmann is also president of Bread for the World Institute, the organization's research and education arm, which works on agriculture, trade policy, and other hunger-related issues.  Workshops will offer opportunities to learn more about hunger in the Commonwealth, best practices for addressing hunger in congregations and synods, resources for preaching, and teaching about hunger and training for advocacy on current hunger issues.  More info:  www.lamp.org.

Marriage Enrichment Retreats Announced for 2011

Make 2011 the year you resolve to make your marriage a more romantic, intimate, joy-filled relationship!  For 35 years Lutheran Marriage Encounter has been enriching and revitalizing marriages by presenting Weekends where couples learn tools to make this happen.  Weekends run from Friday night at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are covered.  The four 2011 Pennsylvania Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are:  March 25-27--Toftrees Resort and Conference Center, State College, PA (peaceful resort nestled within 1500 wooded acres); April 29–May 1--The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven, PA (in the beautiful Pocono Mountains just off Interstate 80 -- 2 hours north of Philadelphia); September 16-18--Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA  (a 1917 Manor with beautiful modern retreat center in the Allegheny National Forest -- 20 miles southeast of Warren, PA); and November 4-6--Radisson Hotel Sharon, West Middlesex, PA (lovely hotel featuring king beds and in-room hot tubs--one hour north of Pittsburgh).   Registrations are limited, so sign up today to ensure that you can attend the weekend of your choice.  Simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register using your credit card, or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.  
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