UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  April 6, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is May 1, 2011.  
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH:

· April 2011 Camp Mount Luther Camel Tracks

· May 2011 Health and Wellness and Nurse’s Notes

· Lutheran Planned Giving Winter Newsletter

· Lutheran Historical Society Spring Program Flyer

· Augsburg Fortress Flyer

he Editor:
NEWS AND NOTES
Singers Needed for Assembly Choir

On behalf of the Bishop’s Committee on Worship, which is planning worship for Synod Assembly on June 17-18, 2011, you are invited to sing as part of the Synod Assembly Choir that will provide musical leadership for worship services on Friday, June 17, at 10:00 a.m. and Saturday, June 18, at 10:00 a.m. in the Degenstein Theater at Susquehanna University.  In addition to leading the liturgy and hymns, the choir will prepare special music for the service. The assembly is being held in the Degenstein Theater, as it was in 2010.  Adult and high school singers who would like to sing in the Assembly Choir should have some choral experience in church and/or school.  Being able to read music is helpful but not required.  Bring a friend. If you cannot attend both services, please feel encouraged to sing at one.
Two rehearsals are scheduled for Sunday afternoons, May 22 and June 5, from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. in the chapel of Zion Lutheran Church in Sunbury.  A “warm-up” rehearsal will take place in a room at the Degenstein Center at Susquehanna University at 9:00 a.m. prior to each service.  If you plan to sing in the choir, please contact David Reier by May 20, 2011, at dreier@ptd.net.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate to Reier at 570-286-1664.  

Learn More about the Synod Staff

Ever wonder what the Upper Susquehanna Synod staff did professionally before they became members of the synod staff?  Want to put a face with the name of the staff person you’ve talked to on the phone?  You can learn more about our synod staff by going to the synod’s website (www.uss-elca.org).  Each synod staffer has a biography there, and you can get other valuable information for your congregation and for you.  The synod website also contains archived copies of synod publications.  Check it out at the synod website today!  

Child Protection Policy

One of our callings as Christians is to make sure children feel welcomed and cared for as Jesus himself would do.  Many congregations in the Upper Susquehanna Synod, and throughout the country, have been developing Child Protection Policies as one part of their youth ministry.  Schools, colleges, camps, and other organizations are increasingly implementing these policies, and in some cases are now required to have them.  As youth ministries often use these kinds of venues, it is increasingly helpful for congregations to plan their own policies, and for how they will interact with organizations that require compliance with Child Protection Policies.  The synod has guidelines and a model policy should your congregation desire to develop one. This is available on the synod website, or by contacting Pastor Karl-John Stone in the synod office (karljohn@uss-elca.org; 570-524-9778).  Pastor Stone is also available to meet with and provide support to a council or committee that is interested in working on this topic. 

Registration for Volunteers to 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering Opens end of May

News from the USS Gathering Coach (Robin Kunkel: robinkunkel@gmail.com) and USS Gathering Coordinator (Ricki Stringfellow: rstring@hotmail.com):  The ELCA National Youth Gathering staff will begin accepting registrations for volunteers for the 2012 event by the end of May through the website (www.elca.org/gathering).  Volunteers are expected to pay a $75 application fee, which pays for background checks.  They will also need to pay for their own travel to New Orleans, receiving a travel voucher or stipend (which may not cover the entire expense of their travel). Different kinds of volunteers will be needed, with different age requirements: Servant Companions (for Day of Service), age 19-35; Gathering Volunteer Corps (age 19+), and Community Life Volunteers (age 19+).  (Note: Youth leaders accompanying youth to the Gathering must be at least 21 years of age.)  Registration for participants to the Gathering will begin on Sunday, October 9.  Keep watching for youth leader training events coming later this year!

Camp Mount Luther Still Taking Registrations

Camp Mount Luther is gearing up for their summer camping season for 2011 and is accepting registrations for all programs.  This year’s camping season will begin on June 12, 2011, with a week of Day Camp at the camp in rural Mifflinburg.  The following week their resident camp season begins.  There are still openings for all of this summer’s camp programs and registrations will be accepted until all programs are filled.  Sessions start on June 12th and conclude on August 10th. This year’s theme at Mount Luther is “Jesus Chooses Us.”  Through the camp’s daily morning “First Light” devotions, Bible studies, and worship, campers will learn more about how Jesus calls and protects us, speaks to, comes to, and meets us.  Mount Luther is also continuing their partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, offering a joint camping week for both denominations, called Brothers and Sisters in Christ Week for elementary and middle school-aged children.  A new joint week, called X-Teen, will take place for senior high.  In addition to the traditional and specialized programs the camp offers, theme weeks for Mount Luther Heritage, Families, Scooby Doo, and Young Adults are being offered.  New camps being offered include Pedal, Pack and Paddle Plus and Flashback Family Camp.  There are programs for all ages from Kindergarten to Senior High, Adults and Families.  For more information on this summer’s programs, call the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or visit the camp’s website at http://www.campmountluther.org.  

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Think about the part you want to play in the church’s future.  You have the opportunity to support the ministries of the church in many ways.  Naming your congregation or one of the many ministries of the church as a beneficiary in your estate plan or the making of an endowment gift can assure your continued participation in your favorite ministries, far into the future.  For more information how to make gifts to your favorite ministries call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at http://www.elca.org/fo.

Mission Investment Fund News

Invest for your future while building the church into the future.  The ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF) is offering many different types of investments suitable for both individuals and congregations.  The convenience of online banking, bill pay, and debit card are also offered.  The current rate for a one-year fixed Mission Term Select is 1.29 percent.  Low cost loans with competitive rates are available for eligible congregations and ELCA related ministries.  For information on investments or loans, please contact MIF Regional Manager, Pr. Mark Wimmer at (267) 203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.org
Diakon Seeks Disaster Worker

Diakon is seeking to hire a part-time (up to 10 hours per week) Disaster Preparedness and Response Coordinator for the Upper Susquehanna Synod territory.  Responsibilities include representing Diakon at regional and state disaster response meetings, coordinating the synod’s disaster roundtable, educating and training congregations in preparedness and response, and leading the agency’s response during a time of disaster.   For more information contact Rev. Cindy G. Camp, Diakon’s Director of Disaster Response Ministries, at 610-573-0981.  To apply, please go to www.diakon.org/employment.   

Part-Time Youth Director Needed
Trinity Lutheran & Lost Creek Presbyterian Churches of McAlisterville, are looking for someone with a church background who loves youth and loves Jesus to serve as their part-time youth director.  For further information, e-mail tlchurch@tricountyi.net or call 717-463-3428  

A Tree for Luther’s Garden

As time approaches for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation of 1517, the Lutheran World Federation is inviting congregations throughout the world to plant a tree in the newly designated Luther Garden.  The garden is being built upon Wittenberg, Germany’s past fortifications and the design is such that the planting of trees will express the impact of the Reformation throughout history.  Each congregation and church-related institution that plants in Wittenberg is encouraged to plant a tree in a prominent place in its own location as well.  Currently, the cost to plant a tree in the Luther Garden is approximately $700, which covers the expense of buying, planting, and caring for the tree until it takes root.  For more information about how your congregation might sponsor a tree in the Luther Garden, visit www.luthergarten.de.  
Financial Assistance for the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering opens on May 15, 2011!

Please spread the word - we all know that the need is always great.  Many communities still feel the effects of the sluggish economy, and many others will experience the spring floods this year.  Congregational leaders will be able to apply for financial assistance ($315 registration fee) on behalf of their young people beginning May 15. The deadline is July 31, 2011 - or until the funds are depleted, whichever comes first. The assistance awarded will be uploaded into congregational accounts; when they register on October 9, they will see a credit in their financial record.  On May 15, click on the button to be redirected to the application. You will be asked to provide the following information: Your congregational ID#, the young person's name, age, grade, ethnicity, and a brief statement of need. If more than one young person from your congregation needs assistance, you will be prompted to make another entry.  More information is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Youth-Ministry/Youth-Gathering.aspx 

Call for Congregational Observers

Congregations are reminded that there is an opportunity for one member of each ELCA congregation to attend the 2011 Churchwide Assembly as a congregational observer.  Specifically, the registration category of congregation observers, according to the ELCA Constitution, provides that congregations may register such a participant prior to May 31.  That individual will have reserved seating in the observer’s section of the plenary hall, will receive a copy of materials distributed on the floor, and will participate in the assembly with neither voice nor vote in sessions.  The registration fee for congregational observers is $150.  Please contact the assembly registration at 1-800-638-3522, extension 2840, or via e-mail at CWARegistrar@elca.org, if you have additional questions.  The meal package is not included in the registration fee, but may be purchased separately.    

Touching Lives

Editor’s Note:  This is the second in a series of blurbs, written by Synod Council Member Donna Treaster of St. John’s, Lewistown, that you can use in newsletters and bulletins to help promote stewardship in your congregation. 

Jesus touched the lives of individuals he met and their lives took a turn for the better. Through your mission support gifts, you have been making a difference by touching the lives of individuals you may never meet and your actions have dramatically improved their lives. For example:

An ELCA billboard caught Laura Stephenson’s eye as she sat in a Denver traffic jam. Stephenson, a member of Atonement Lutheran Church in Boulder, Colorado, had been discerning a call to mission work. “After seeing the billboard, I was given no choice but to follow,” she said. She served as a missionary in Indonesia. While there, she felt a call to become a pastor. She plans to attend seminary.

Your benevolence/mission support gifts, combined with the gifts of Lutherans around the world, have been making this ministry possible. Thank you for your giving.

Critical Thinking and Listening Skills for Church Leaders 

Would it be helpful to have someone to talk with about your ministry, professional development, or other activities to help you reflect on what you needed to do, to encourage you, and to keep you accountable as you try your ideas?  Could a team or committee you work with benefit from a better understanding of how the members’ gifts fit together and complement each other?  Could you or groups you work with benefit from practicing critical thinking and listening skills?  The discipline of coaching focuses on all of these goals and is practiced in pairs, triads, or within groups.  For more information on how coaching skills can work for you and your ministry partners, or if you are interested in forming a cohort or scheduling a training session for a team or committee, contact USS Director for Evangelical Mission Beth Yenchko at 717-579-3845 or eyenchko@uss-elca.org. 

2011 Synod Assembly Registration Begins

The 2011 Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly will take place at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove on Friday, June 17, and Saturday, June 18, 2011.  The theme, “The Church Must Be Planted,” was a motto of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, known as the patriarch of Lutheranism in North America, whose 300th birthday is celebrated this year. Registration materials were mailed to congregations in early March.  Congregations elect their voting members to the assembly in the process designated by their congregational constitutions.  Early registrations (received by April 15) receive a discount of $10 off the registration fee.

 

This year’s assembly will gather an “in-kind” offering of health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  LWF distributed 174,975 such kits in 2010 through partner agencies in fourteen countries around the world, providing these items of comfort and hygiene to refugees and victims of natural disasters.  Congregations are encouraged to collect kits together, sending a box full (or more!) with their voting members on the first day of the assembly.  Our synod’s goal is to collect 3,365 kits (the average number of kits distributed by LWR in one week in 2010).  Go to http://www.uss-elca.org/usslwr-health-kit-in-kind-offering for more details about collecting LWF health kits.

Media Relations Guide Available

There’s a new resource available on the synod website.  It’s a Media Relations Guide for Congregations and Synod Ministries.  The booklet is a compilation of the articles on media relations written for the synod’s Headwaters publication on topics such as getting news stories to the media, writing a news release, interview tips, key messages, crisis communication, and a primer on synod publications.  You can access this new resource by clicking here:

http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/Media-Relations-Booklet.pdf
Prison Ministry Still Looking for Volunteers

The prison population in Pennsylvania is bursting at its seams.  In 10 years the fiscal budget almost doubled to support our prison system here in Pennsylvania.  Many incarcerated individuals are homeless, mentally ill, mentally handicapped, or are themselves victims of childhood abuse. We are called to not turn our backs on people that are less fortunate than we are.  In Matthew 25:36 Jesus speaks to those that answered the call “I was naked, and you clothed me; I was sick, and you visited me; I was in prison, and you came to me”.  A woman at the State Correctional Institution at Muncy shared her life story:  Raised in a large family, her mother was a drug addict and her stepfather repeatedly sexually abused her as a child.  As a young woman she dated men that were abusive to her because that was all she knew.   In her teens she was sexually abused by a group of men and left naked and beaten on a cold winter’s night.  She has several siblings that endured that same life as children; those still living are either incarcerated or on parole.  One way to answer Jesus’ call is by becoming a mentor to one of 15 women prisoners at the Muncy prison waiting for someone to help them transition back into society. For more information, contact Lisa Baird, a member at St. Michaels Lutheran Church, Quiggleville, and case worker/Building Bridges Representative for the Pennsylvania Prison Society at 570-447-2530 (cell) or lbaird@prisonsociety.org 

Making the Most Out of Lent Video

Gettysburg Seminary Video Productions posted a video based introductory Lenten resource on www.youtube.com this month entitled “Making the Most Out of Lent,” suitable for use in personal spiritual enrichment and educational use for Christian study groups.  The 17-minute primer features the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg, Dean of the Chapel and Steck Miller Professor of the Art of Worship, outlining the basic and deepening spiritual practices for Christians in the Lenten time. The resource is available to individuals and congregations for group use. Oldenburg’s introduction to Advent became the seminary’s most watched video production last fall, according to Information Technology Director Donald Redman, acknowledging the clear and concise communication style of the Seminary’s leading worship scholar.  The video is posted on the seminary’s resources web page http://www.ltsg.edu/Resources and directly at www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKcWuJVfY30. 

Proposed Social Statement on Genetics
The proposed ELCA social statement on genetics, titled Genetics, Faith and Responsibility, was posted online at www.elca.org/genetics on Thursday, February 24, at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Take a look!  Posted along with the proposed statement are a number of supporting documents to aid understanding: a cover letter from the task force, an executive summary and frequently-asked-questions (FAQ).  The proposed statement will be reviewed by the ELCA Church Council, April 8-10, 2011. The council may choose to amend it; the council's recommendations for action will be forwarded to the 2011 Churchwide Assembly for its consideration.  The assembly meets August 15-20, 2011, in Orlando.

 The proposed statement significantly revises portions of the 2010 Draft of a Social Statement on Genetics, but addresses the same broad issues resulting from genetic science and its applications, such as the extent of new human powers, biomedical ethics, just distribution, agricultural uses, genetic determinism, and human reproductive cloning.   Other study resources and a detailed timeline of the social statement process also are available at www.elca.org/genetics.

Looking for One or Two More “Mappers”! 

With the new census results due to come out anytime now, our synod’s Mapping Your Mission Field (MYMF) process is due for a major update!  So what do we need? Several volunteer teams of two people each who can help to “harvest” data from the Census Bureau’s website and paste it into our Mapping Your Mission Field database.  Requirements:   

· Close attention to detail in transferring numbers into the correct columns! 

· Each needs to have a computer, one should have Internet access – and at least one person on each team needs a laptop. Microsoft Excel or Word software is necessary in one computer. 

When do we need it? The Census Bureau’s website states that first results from the 2010 Census were posted in February 2011, but all the data is not yet out; so work on this project can start in April or May. 

  

Where will it happen? After an orientation session that will be held in a central location for the volunteers, teams can work on their own to get the job done. 

  

Who to contact?  Beth Yenchko, Director for Evangelical Mission at eyenchko@uss-elca.org or the Upper Susquehanna Synod office at 570-524-9778 or cell: 717-579-3845. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 10, 2011:  Synod Ministry Celebration
All Upper Susquehanna Synod ministry teams and committees are invited to celebrate their work with a dinner and fun "show & tell" on Sunday, April 10, 2011, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther. If you are a member of a synod committee, task force, or team, please be in touch with your chairperson or convener to make a reservation with your fellow members. Cost of the meal is $12 paid in advance to the Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA, PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.  For more information, contact Rev. Karl-John Stone at karljohn@uss-elca.org or 570-524-9778 or Beth Yenchko at eyenchko@uss-elca.org or 717-579-3845.

April 13, 2011:  Cain Hope Felter to Lecture at LTSG 
The Rev. Dr. Cain Hope Felder will offer lecture and commentary at the 2011 Martin Luther King, Jr. Lecture at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg April 13, 2011, at 11:45 am.  Making the announcement for the seminary was the Rev. Dr. Nelson T. Strobert, Professor of Religious Education and Director of Multicultural Ministries. The annual lecture program is free and open to the public.  Felder is Professor of New Testament Language and Literature and Editor of The Journal of Religious Thought at the Howard University School of Divinity in Washington, DC.  He currently serves as Chair of the M.Div. program at the School of Divinity, where he has been a faulty member since 1981. Dr. Felder, an ordained Methodist minister once affiliated with the United Methodist Church, now serves as the Resident Biblical Scholar for the District, and Elder in the Second Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church where he has been appointed by Bishop Adam Jefferson Richardson. Dr. Felder holds a Ph.D. and a Master of Philosophy degree in Biblical Languages and Literature from Columbia University in New York; a Master of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary in New York; a Diploma of Theology from Oxford University, Mansfield College in England; a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, Greek & Latin from Howard University in Washington, DC; and a Diploma from the Boston Latin School.  A prolific writer, his publications include the newly published commentary True to Our Native Land (Augsburg Fortress, May, 2007), the first African American commentary on the New Testament;  Troubling Biblical Waters: Race, Class, and Family (Orbis Books, 1989) – 16th printing; Stony the Road We Trod: African American Biblical Interpretation (Fortress Press, 1991) – 10th printing, and many more publications. 

April 16, 2011:  Stewardship in Trying Times

The next in the Upper Susquehanna Synod’s series of Stewardship in Trying Times workshops will be held on Saturday, April 16, 2011, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This program will be based on the ELCA’s “Make It Simple” materials and Mark Allan Powell’s “Biblical Stewardship” video.  It will be held at Salem Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove.  More info and a registration form will be coming soon.  For more information about this program, please contact Rev. Karl-John Stone at karljohn@uss-elca.org or 570-524-9778 or Beth Yenchko at eyenchko@uss-elca.org or 717-579-3845.

April 19, 2011:  Holy Tuesday Chrism Mass

The annual Holy Tuesday Chrism Mass service for leaders (rostered and lay) in the Upper Susquehanna Synod will be held on Tuesday, April 19, 2011, at 10:30 a.m. at First Lutheran Church, Watsontown (400 Main St.).  Bishop Robert L. Driesen will preside at this Eucharist service, which includes the blessing of oil for use in anointing.  RSVP to the synod office by April 12 to reserve a spot for lunch following the service.  

April 29- May 1, 2011:  Marriage Encounter Weekend

Time is running out to sign up for your spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend.  Sign up now for the April 29–May 1 Weekend at The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven, PA (in the beautiful Poconos just off Interstate 80 – two hours north of Philadelphia.)  Weekends run from Friday night at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.  We’re also taking reservations for the two fall PA Weekends:  September 16-18--Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA, 20 miles southeast of Warren, PA, and November 4-6--Radisson Hotel Sharon, West Middlesex, PA, an hour north of Pittsburgh.  To sign up for a weekend, simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and register using your credit card; or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net. 
April 30, 2011:  USSWO Day of Learning

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Synodical Women’s Organization will hold their annual Day of Learning on April 30, 2011, at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove.  The theme will be “God’s Creation, Today’s Environment,” based on Genesis 1.  The speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Gilson Waldkoenig, professor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  Carol Loveland from Penn State Extension will also do a workshop on the Marcellus Shale drilling.  The offering that day will go to the Carol Main Scholarship Fund for Liberian Pastors’ Spouses. 

May 2, 2011:  3rd Annual Commonwealth Interfaith Service

From the Pennsylvania Council of Churches:  More than 30 sponsoring organizations invite you to the Commonwealth Interfaith Service: Prayers for Justice and Peace, May 2, 2011, to celebrate the rich diversity of faith traditions in Pennsylvania. The service will take place at 5:30 p.m. at Pine Street Presbyterian Church, 310 N. 3rd Street, Harrisburg. Please join your friends and neighbors to celebrate the rich diversity of faith traditions and prayer in Pennsylvania and raise a collective voice for a more just and peaceful world. Native American flute music by Frank LittleBear will begin at around 5:15 p.m., with the service commencing at 5:30 p.m. It will be followed by a reception hosted by Pine Street Presbyterian Church. For more information, contact Rev. Sandra Strauss at (717) 545-4761 or s.strauss@pachurches.org, or visit http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/?p=7877.  You can also download a flyer at http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/3rd-annual-cis-flyer.doc, and there is an invitation that can be used to invite legislators at http://pachurchesadvocacy.org/weblog/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/5-2-11-invite.pdf. 

May 16, 2011:  Bishop's Open Golf Tournament
The sixth annual Bishop Open's Golf Tournament is set for May 16, 2011, beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club in Shamokin Dam.  The tournament benefits Camp Mount Luther and the camp’s annual fund.  A brochure containing information and registration form is available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  The camp’s golf tournament committee is currently looking for hole sponsors, door prize sponsors, silent auction items, and golfers.  If you can help, please contact the camp office.  Congregations are also encouraged to become a hole sponsor this year.  Reminder letters were mailed out in early February.  Get involved and help our synod’s outdoor ministry!

May 17, 2011:  Lutheran Day at the Capitol and PA Hunger Summit

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 2011 will focus on hunger in Pennsylvania and strategies for Lutheran congregations, synods, and leaders to address it through direct action and advocacy.  The keynote speaker is David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World and 2010 World Food Prize laureate. He is an economist, a Lutheran pastor, and one of the foremost U.S. advocates for hungry people in the United States and worldwide. Beckmann is also president of Bread for the World Institute, the organization's research and education arm, which works on agriculture, trade policy, and other hunger-related issues.  Workshops will offer opportunities to learn more about hunger in the Commonwealth, best practices for addressing hunger in congregations and synods, resources for preaching, and teaching about hunger and training for advocacy on current hunger issues.  More info:  www.lamp.org.

May 21, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Spring Work Day

Practice stewardship through service at Camp Mount Luther at our annual Spring Work Day.  The camp needs your help getting the camp grounds and facilities ready for Summer Camp.  There will be plenty to do and everyone in the family can help!  The event runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  Please bring supplies to do cleaning, mulching, raking, and light construction projects such as step ladders, buckets, rakes, etc.  A light lunch will be served.  RSVP by May 16 if staying for lunch.  Some projects are being funded by individual chapters of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  

Sunday, June 5, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Kickoff Open House and Chicken Barbecue

Come to camp to for an afternoon of fun.  You’ll be able to participate in camp activities, like a camp tour, volleyball, swimming, Frisbee golf, field games, challenge course, and a camel hunt!  You can also meet this year’s summer staff.  This is an especially good event for first time campers.  These activities will take place from 2:45-5:00 p.m.  Then, there will be a Chicken Barbecue from 4:00-6:30 p.m.  Price for the meal is $9.00 for adults and $4.50 for children under 12.  The menu includes barbecue chicken, side dishes, roll, dessert and beverage.  TO ORDER TICKETS, contact the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or cml@campmountluther.org. Deadline for ordering is May 24, 2011.  A limited number of walk-ins will be available.  The camp is also looking for donations of the following food items:  Great Northern Beans, Brown Sugar, Ketchup, Mustard, Cider Vinegar, and Pans of Brownies; and monetary donations for the purchase of chicken and other items.

June 10-12, 2011:  Called:  Future Pastors and Church Leaders Camp ‘11

Calling all young people who are completing 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grades!  From June 10- 11, 2011, the synod’s youth and candidacy committees and Camp Mount Luther will again sponsor “Called: Future Pastors & Church Leaders Camp ’11.”  We will begin Friday evening and conclude early afternoon Sunday.  This will be an interactive, exciting weekend retreat for youth who show potential for church leadership.  Congregations are asked to encourage young people personally whom they may identify with potential gifts for ministry.  The event will include visits with area congregations, ministries, and pastors, service projects, and more.  Cost: $25 per person.  A registration form is available on the synod website (www.uss-elca.org) and the camp website (www.campmountluther.org).  A more detailed schedule will follow soon.

June 30, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Birthday Bash

Everyone is invited to come to camp to celebrate our 48th birthday.  This event is on the day of the camp’s dedication service and coincides with our Mount Luther Heritage Week during our summer program.  We’ll have a special musical concert that night by local musician, Van Wagner.  A freewill offering will be taken to help defray costs.  The concert will begin at 6:45 p.m. at the fire circle at the bottom of the field, near Maple Village.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be held indoors.  This is part of our annual Mount Luther Heritage Week during summer camp.  There are still openings for that week of camp, including for our new FLASHBACK FAMILY CAMP.  More information is available on our website at www.campmountluther.org. 

July 23, 2011:  USSWO 24th Annual Convention

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization Annual Convention will be held on Saturday, July 23, 2011, at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg.  Registration is from 7:30-8:30 a.m. The March Share newsletter has the convention material in it.  Cost is $40 again this year for all attendees.  June Bricker, the new head chef at Mount Luther, will provide refreshments during registration and a roast beef dinner for lunch.  We will experience together worship, Bible study, business, a workshop, much fellowship, and fun.   Registration material as well as delegate nomination forms are in the newsletter.
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