UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  May 11, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is May 25, 2011 (earlier than usual due to synod assembly).  
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· May 2011 Camp Mount Luther Camel Tracks

· June 2011 Health and Wellness and Nurse’s Notes

· Caring for Caregivers Flyer

· Lutheran Disaster Relief Bulletin Insert

NEWS AND NOTES
Pages Needed for Synod Assembly

Calling all youth (who have completed at least sixth grade), college students and seminarians!  The 2011 USS Synod Assembly is looking for pages.  You’ll be needed on Friday and Saturday, June 17-18, from 7:45 a.m. until the end of the day.  Responsibilities include handing-out papers, bulletins, and other materials as well as serving as ushers for worship and counting votes when asked.  Meals will be provided for the pages.  All pages receive a free T-shirt!  If you have interested youth, please send their names to Pastor Jill V. Seagle at pastorjills@windstream.net.

Stewardship Video Resource Available

Stewardship is more than fundraising; it is a mindset and a way of life that guide us as we care for and use everything God has provided us.  At the “Stewardship for Trying Times” workshop in April, one of the resources used was the video, “Biblical Stewardship: Our Duty and Delight” by Dr. Mark Allan Powell.  This video is based on his book Giving to God.  Dr. Powell is a noted New Testament scholar and author, and speaks in an easily accessible way.  This six-part educational video can be used in Sunday School classes, council retreats, and other settings.  The synod office has two copies available, for free, for those who would like to use them.  Copies may also be ordered from www.selectlearning.org for $50.  Please contact Beth Yenchko for more information: Eyenchko@yahoo.com or 570-524-9778.

Gettysburg Seminary Announces Matching Gift Opportunity

Thanks to a generous gift, congregations and individuals making a gift or pledge to the Gettysburg Seminary Crossroads Campaign for the renewal of the Seminary Chapel will be matched 1 to 1, dollar for dollar.  This Easter season is the opportunity for friends of the Seminary to participate in the current phase of the Gettysburg Seminary Crossroads Campaign, which has targeted the chapel renewal as a focus.  The match covers gifts and pledges up to $400,000. Pledges from two western Pennsylvania Synods recorded by June 30 will qualify, and pledged giving may occur over a 3-5 year period.  The renewal project includes conversion to geothermal heating and cooling, refurbishing interior spaces, and increasing accessibility and safety of the 70-year old structure. More information about the chapel renovation project, and the print and electronic resources, (printed materials, bulletin inserts, etc.) are available from the Seminary.  Contact the Seminary at Crossroads@Ltsg.edu or find resources at www.LTSG.edu/Crossroads/ 

New Tools Help Congregations Become Connectors Among Young Adults

Congregations ready to spark thinking and conversation among young adults and others who might consider a vocation within the ministries of the church have a new tool to help them start talking.  Project Connect has created an assessment tool that helps congregational leaders step outside their usual familiar patterns and evaluate how their ministries are going with, mainly, 18-30 year old young adults. The assessment weighs 17 factors and provides 12 concrete steps for growing the congregation’s work with and among the age group. This tool and other resources are designed to help congregations take on a role of “connector” in enhancing its engagement.  Congregations “often celebrate the presence of active young adults in their ministries, but they don’t always know how to initiate conversation and welcome them into leadership” of programs and ministries, says Don Johnson, Executive Director of Project Connect.  The tool, provided by Project Connect, a joint program of three ELCA seminaries in the Eastern U.S., will initiate an intentional process and empower church leaders to engage young adults and welcome a conversation about church vocations. Project Connect is a web of connections among many and various parts of the church in the East—seminaries, colleges, camps, campus ministries, pastors, lay leaders, congregations, social ministry organizations, volunteer organizations like Lutheran Volunteer Corps and Lutheran Student Movement, and, particularly, young adults—that will work together toward a single, remarkably important goal: to involve young adults in programs and projects and retreats and discussions about how God is calling them to build a life.  Project Connect is a program of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg (Gettysburg, PA), The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (Philadelphia, PA), and the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary (Columbia, SC). You can find a link to the “Connecting Young Adults with Ministries” assessment tool on the Home Page of the www.projectconnect.org website. 

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Small dividend checks getting you down? Make a gift of stock and receive fixed annuity payments at much higher rates than your current dividends. You receive an income tax deduction and the ministry of your choice receives a wonderful gift.  For more information how to make gifts to your favorite ministries call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo. 
Coming soon… 2011 ELCA Video Contest

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO "LIVE LUTHERAN" TODAY? Grab a video camera and tell your story in a 30- to 90-second video, and you could win a ministry grant or cash prize!  A selection of videos will also be shown at the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly this August.  Enter the contest between May 17 and June 30, 2011. Winners will be announced at the 2011 Churchwide Assembly.  To find out more about the contest, enter and rate videos, visit www.livinglutheran.com/contest starting May 17.  Good luck! 

New Advocacy Blog

The advocacy ministries of the ELCA - ELCA Washington Office, State Public Policy Offices, and Lutheran Office for World Community - have just launched a brand new blog! The blog is intended to share your stories of advocacy in action and update you on the latest legislative issues.  They hope you'll subscribe, add your comments and share the blog widely with your friends and family.  A number of postings are already there, so check it out at http://blogs.elca.org/advocacy!

Touching Lives

Editor’s Note:  This is the third in a series of blurbs, written by Synod Council Member Donna Treaster of St. John’s, Lewistown, that you can use in newsletters and bulletins to help promote stewardship in your congregation. 

Jesus touched the lives of individuals he met and their lives took a turn for the better. Through your benevolence gifts, you have been making a difference by touching the lives of individuals you may never meet and your actions have dramatically improved their lives. For example:

Jeanne Mueller traveled to Chuzhou, China to teach English through a program of the ELCA. A student, Nichole (Xiao) Zhang was inspired by the faith life of Jeanne and other teachers in the program, and it attracted her to Christianity. Nichole was baptized. She said, “I am glad that I have become a member of God’s great family.”
Your benevolence gifts, combined with the gifts of Lutherans around the world, have been making this ministry possible. Thank you for your giving.

WORTH REPEATING
Singers Needed for Assembly Choir

On behalf of the Bishop’s Committee on Worship, which is planning worship for Synod Assembly on June 17-18, 2011, you are invited to sing as part of the Synod Assembly Choir that will provide musical leadership for worship services on Friday, June 17, at 10:00 a.m. and Saturday, June 18, at 10:00 a.m. in the Degenstein Theater at Susquehanna University.  In addition to leading the liturgy and hymns, the choir will prepare special music for the service. The assembly is being held in the Degenstein Theater, as it was in 2010.  Adult and high school singers who would like to sing in the Assembly Choir should have some choral experience in church and/or school.  Being able to read music is helpful but not required.  Bring a friend. If you cannot attend both services, please feel encouraged to sing at one.
Two rehearsals are scheduled for Sunday afternoons, May 22 and June 5, from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. in the chapel of Zion Lutheran Church in Sunbury.  A “warm-up” rehearsal will take place in a room at the Degenstein Center at Susquehanna University at 9:00 a.m. prior to each service.  If you plan to sing in the choir, please contact David Reier by May 20, 2011, at dreier@ptd.net.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Reier at 570-286-1664.  

Child Protection Policy

One of our callings as Christians is to make sure children feel welcomed and cared for as Jesus himself would do.  Many congregations in the Upper Susquehanna Synod, and throughout the country, have been developing Child Protection Policies as one part of their youth ministry.  Schools, colleges, camps, and other organizations are increasingly implementing these policies, and in some cases are now required to have them.  As youth ministries often use these kinds of venues, it is increasingly helpful for congregations to plan their own policies, and for how they will interact with organizations that require compliance with Child Protection Policies.  The synod has model policy guidelines and a model policy should your congregation desire to develop one. This is available on the synod website, or by contacting Pastor Karl-John Stone in the synod office (karljohn@uss-elca.org; 570-524-9778).  Pastor Stone is also available to meet with and provide support to a council or committee that is interested in working on this topic. 

Registration for Volunteers to 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering Opens end of May

News from the USS Gathering Coach (Robin Kunkel: robinkunkel@gmail.com) and USS Gathering Coordinator (Ricki Stringfellow: rstring@hotmail.com):  The ELCA National Youth Gathering staff will begin accepting registrations for volunteers for the 2012 event by the end of May through the website (www.elca.org/gathering).  Volunteers are expected to pay a $75 application fee, which pays for background checks.  They will also need to pay for their own travel to New Orleans, receiving a travel voucher or stipend (which may not cover the entire expense of their travel). Different kinds of volunteers will be needed, with different age requirements: Servant Companions (for Day of Service), age 19-35; Gathering Volunteer Corps (age 19+), and Community Life Volunteers (age 19+).  (Note: Youth leaders accompanying youth to the Gathering must be at least 21 years of age.)  Registration for participants to the Gathering will begin on Sunday, October 9.  Keep watching for youth leader training events coming later this year!

Camp Mount Luther Still Taking Registrations

Camp Mount Luther is gearing up for their summer camping season for 2011 and is accepting registrations for all programs.  This year’s camping season will begin on June 12, 2011, with a week of Day Camp at the camp in rural Mifflinburg.  The following week their resident camp season begins.  There are still openings for all of this summer’s camp programs and registrations will be accepted until all programs are filled.  Sessions start on June 12th and conclude on August 10th. This year’s theme at Mount Luther is “Jesus Chooses Us.”  Through the camp’s daily morning “First Light” devotions, Bible studies, and worship, campers will learn more about how Jesus calls and protects us, speaks to, comes to, and meets us.  Mount Luther is also continuing their partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, offering a joint camping week for both denominations, called Brothers and Sisters in Christ Week for elementary and middle school-aged children.  A new joint week, called X-Teen, will take place for senior high.  In addition to the traditional and specialized programs the camp offers, theme weeks for Mount Luther Heritage, Families, Scooby Doo, and Young Adults are being offered.  New camps being offered include Pedal, Pack and Paddle Plus and Flashback Family Camp.  There are programs for all ages from Kindergarten to Senior High, Adults and Families.  For more information on this summer’s programs, call the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or visit the camp’s website at http://www.campmountluther.org.  

Diakon Seeks Disaster Worker

Diakon is seeking to hire a part-time (up to 10 hours per week) Disaster Preparedness and Response Coordinator for the Upper Susquehanna Synod territory.  Responsibilities include representing Diakon at regional and state disaster response meetings, coordinating the synod’s disaster roundtable, educating and training congregations in preparedness and response, and leading the agency’s response during a time of disaster.   For more information contact Rev. Cindy G. Camp, Diakon’s Director of Disaster Response Ministries, at 610-573-0981.  To apply, please go to www.diakon.org/employment.   

Part-Time Youth Director Needed
Trinity Lutheran & Lost Creek Presbyterian Churches of McAlisterville, are looking for someone with a church background who loves youth and loves Jesus to serve as their part-time youth director.  For further information, e-mail tlchurch@tricountyi.net or call 717-463-3428  

A Tree for Luther’s Garden

As time approaches for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation of 1517, the Lutheran World Federation is inviting congregations throughout the world to plant a tree in the newly designated Luther Garden.  The garden is being built upon Wittenberg, Germany’s past fortifications and the design is such that the planting of trees will express the impact of the Reformation throughout history.  Each congregation and church-related institution that plants in Wittenberg is encouraged to plant a tree in a prominent place in its own location as well.  Currently, the cost to plant a tree in the Luther Garden is approximately $700, which covers the expense of buying, planting, and caring for the tree until it takes root.  For more information about how your congregation might sponsor a tree in the Luther Garden, visit www.luthergarten.de.  
Financial Assistance for the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering opens on May 15, 2011!

Please spread the word - we all know that the need is always great.  Many communities still feel the effects of the sluggish economy, and many others will experience the spring floods this year.  Congregational leaders will be able to apply for financial assistance ($315 registration fee) on behalf of their young people beginning May 15. The deadline is July 31, 2011 - or until the funds are depleted, whichever comes first. The assistance awarded will be uploaded into congregational accounts; when they register on October 9, they will see a credit in their financial record.  On May 15, click on the button to be redirected to the application. You will be asked to provide the following information: Your congregational ID#, the young person's name, age, grade, ethnicity, and a brief statement of need. If more than one young person from your congregation needs assistance, you will be prompted to make another entry.  More information is available at http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Youth-Ministry/Youth-Gathering.aspx 

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 16, 2011:  Bishop's Open Golf Tournament
The sixth annual Bishop Open's Golf Tournament is set for May 16, 2011, beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club in Shamokin Dam.  The tournament benefits Camp Mount Luther and the camp’s annual fund.  A brochure containing information and registration form is available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  The camp’s golf tournament committee is currently looking for hole sponsors, door prize sponsors, silent auction items, and golfers.  If you can help, please contact the camp office.  Congregations are also encouraged to become a hole sponsor this year.  Reminder letters were mailed out in early February.  Get involved and help our synod’s outdoor ministry!

May 17, 2011:  Lutheran Day at the Capitol and PA Hunger Summit

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 2011 will focus on hunger in Pennsylvania and strategies for Lutheran congregations, synods, and leaders to address it through direct action and advocacy.  The keynote speaker is David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World and 2010 World Food Prize laureate. He is an economist, a Lutheran pastor, and one of the foremost U.S. advocates for hungry people in the United States and worldwide. Beckmann is also president of Bread for the World Institute, the organization's research and education arm, which works on agriculture, trade policy, and other hunger-related issues.  Workshops will offer opportunities to learn more about hunger in the Commonwealth, best practices for addressing hunger in congregations and synods, resources for preaching, and teaching about hunger and training for advocacy on current hunger issues.  More info:  www.lamp.org.

May 21, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Spring Work Day

Practice stewardship through service at Camp Mount Luther at our annual Spring Work Day.  The camp needs your help getting the camp grounds and facilities ready for Summer Camp.  There will be plenty to do and everyone in the family can help!  The event runs from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  Please bring supplies to do cleaning, mulching, raking, and light construction projects such as step ladders, buckets, rakes, etc.  A light lunch will be served.  RSVP by May 16 if staying for lunch.  Some projects are being funded by individual chapters of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  

Sunday, June 5, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Kickoff Open House and Chicken Barbecue

Come to camp to for an afternoon of fun.  You’ll be able to participate in camp activities, like a camp tour, volleyball, swimming, Frisbee golf, field games, challenge course, and a camel hunt!  You can also meet this year’s summer staff.  This is an especially good event for first time campers.  These activities will take place from 2:45-5:00 p.m.  Then, there will be a Chicken Barbecue from 4:00-6:30 p.m.  Price for the meal is $9.00 for adults and $4.50 for children under 12.  The menu includes barbecue chicken, side dishes, roll, dessert and beverage.  TO ORDER TICKETS, contact the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or cml@campmountluther.org. Deadline for ordering is May 24, 2011.  A limited number of walk-ins will be available.  The camp is also looking for donations of the following food items:  Great Northern Beans, Brown Sugar, Ketchup, Mustard, Cider Vinegar, and Pans of Brownies; and monetary donations for the purchase of chicken and other items.

June 10-12, 2011:  Called:  Future Pastors and Church Leaders Camp ‘11

Calling all young people who are completing 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grades!  From June 10- 12, 2011, the synod’s youth and candidacy committees and Camp Mount Luther will again sponsor “Called: Future Pastors & Church Leaders Camp ’11.”  We will begin Friday evening and conclude early afternoon Sunday.  This will be an interactive, exciting weekend retreat for youth who show potential for church leadership.  Congregations are asked to encourage young people personally whom they may identify with potential gifts for ministry.  The event will include visits with area congregations, ministries, and pastors, service projects, and more.  Cost: $25 per person.  A registration form is available on the synod website (www.uss-elca.org) and the camp website (www.campmountluther.org).  A more detailed schedule will follow soon.

June 30, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Birthday Bash

Everyone is invited to come to camp to celebrate our 48th birthday.  This event is on the day of the camp’s dedication service and coincides with our Mount Luther Heritage Week during our summer program.  We’ll have a special musical concert that night by local musician, Van Wagner.  A freewill offering will be taken to help defray costs.  The concert will begin at 6:45 p.m. at the fire circle at the bottom of the field, near Maple Village.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be held indoors.  This is part of our annual Mount Luther Heritage Week during summer camp.  There are still openings for that week of camp, including for our new FLASHBACK FAMILY CAMP.  More information is available on our website at www.campmountluther.org. 

July 23, 2011:  USSWO 24th Annual Convention

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization Annual Convention will be held on Saturday, July 23, 2011, at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg.  Registration is from 7:30-8:30 a.m. The March Share newsletter has the convention material in it.  Cost is $40 again this year for all attendees.  June Bricker, the new head chef at Mount Luther, will provide refreshments during registration and a roast beef dinner for lunch.  We will experience together worship, Bible study, business, a workshop, much fellowship, and fun.   Registration material as well as delegate nomination forms are in the newsletter.
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