UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  July 5, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is August 1, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· August 2011 Health and Wellness and Nurse’s Notes
NEWS AND NOTES
Mileage Rate Increase Notice (Especially for Supply Preachers)

The Internal Revenue Service has announced an increase in the optional standard mileage rates for the final six months of 2011. Taxpayers may use the optional standard rates to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business and other purposes.  The rate will increase to 55.5 cents a mile for all business miles driven from July 1, 2011, through Dec. 31, 2011. This is an increase of 4.5 cents from the 51 cent rate in effect for the first six months of 2011, as set forth in Revenue Procedure 2010-51.  In recognition of recent gasoline price increases, the IRS made this special adjustment for the final months of 2011. 

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

We all want to do our part to leave a legacy for family and ministry.  Life insurance proceeds can establish our legacy by providing for the various ministries that are important to us.  Consider designating some or all of an insurance policy for your favorite ministries.  Call your life insurance agent and request a beneficiary form.  With one easy change you can Leave a Legacy for Ministry.  For more information call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo. 
Attention Married Couples:
Fall is the perfect time to fall in love with your spouse all over again!  That is what couples say is the result of attending a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend.  Weekends run from Friday at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m. and are designed to enrich ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, five meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.  Sign up now while there are still openings for one of the fall weekends:  Sept. 16-18 at the beautiful Olmsted Mansion & Retreat Center in Ludlow, PA, which is located in the Allegheny National Forest, 20 minutes southeast of Warren, PA, or Nov. 4-6 at the Radisson Hotel Sharon, in West Middlesex, PA (currently undergoing extensive renovation and being re-named “Park Inn by Radisson.”)  This is an outstanding facility located an hour north of Pittsburgh where all rooms have king beds and in-room hot tubs.  To register for either of the weekends, simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and sign up using your credit card, or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.  

Touching Lives

Editor’s Note:  This is the fifth in a series of blurbs, written by Synod Council Member Donna Treaster of St. John’s, Lewistown, that you can use in newsletters and bulletins to help promote stewardship in your congregation. 

Touching Lives: Jesus touched the lives of individuals he met and their lives took a turn for the better. Through your mission support, you have been making a difference by touching the lives of individuals you may never meet and your actions have dramatically improved their lives. 

Animals provide families living in poverty with food, funds and fertilizer—all for a better future. God’s Global Barnyard is an animal related project of the ELCA World Hunger Program.  Our mission support giving pays for administrative costs so that 100 percent of World Hunger giving goes to hunger programs.  For example:

$10.00 purchases 10 little chicks and they make a big difference! Within a few months of hatching, hens begin laying eggs. Eggs make nutritious meals for growing kids and for working parents. The extra eggs generate income to grow a small business.
Your benevolence gifts, combined with the gifts of Lutherans around the world, have been making this ministry possible. Thank you for your giving.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 23, 2011:  USSWO 24th Annual Convention

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization Annual Convention will be held on Saturday, July 23, 2011, at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg.  Registration is from 7:30-8:30 a.m. The Share newsletter has the convention material in it.  Cost is $40 again this year for all attendees.  June Bricker, the new head chef at Mount Luther, will provide refreshments during registration and a roast beef dinner for lunch.  We will experience together worship, Bible study, business, a workshop, much fellowship, and fun.   Registration material as well as delegate nomination forms are in the newsletter.

July 24-30, 2011:  The Many Faces of Discipleship

The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg presents their annual Lay School of Theology.   Theological Education for the Laity seeks to provide programs for lay persons that will assist participants in fulfilling their vocation in the world. The program provides opportunity for worship, fellowship, free time and enjoyment of the Seminary campus and surrounding areas of Gettysburg. We are now in our 47th year!  To get information and registration form, click here: http://www.ltsg.edu/Programs/Registration_LaySchools_2011_Brochure_web. 
August 7, 2011:  Companion Synod Sunday

Congregations of the Upper Susquehanna Synod are encouraged to recognize this August 7th as “Companion Synod Sunday”, celebrating our partnership with the Lutheran Church in Liberia (LCL).  The LCL is one of two partner churches of our synod who are remembered biannually in rotation on the first Sunday of August.  The following downloadable resources have been created to assist congregations in marking August 7th as a day of celebration with our Liberian brothers and sisters:

· Four half-sheet, reproducible bulletin inserts tell stories of our synod’s partnership in Liberia.  Use one insert each Sunday beginning July 17.

· Choose from a list of suggested hymns for worship.  Select all hymns for that Sunday from the list, or highlight just one hymn, noting its significance for the day.

· Prayer is one of the most important ways to celebrate this day.  Consider using one of these prayers or the litany that follows.  Lift up by name Bishop Sumoward E. Harris of the LCL, the pastors, deacons and evangelists of the LCL, and our sisters and brothers in the LCL.

· Consider entering into a “Congregation-to-Parish Relationship” with a Liberian parish, pairing your congregation with theirs in a more personal relationship.  (See the "Congregation-to-Parish Partnership Resource" for more details.)  Brainstorm ways this ministry could enhance your congregation’s own.

· Ask someone to conduct basic research on Liberia through the library or internet and offer a Sunday School class or adult forum on the topic.  Try www.elca.org/liberia, http://gmwat.wetpaint.com/; and http://www.lcl-thrp.org/.

Please share these resources with worship planners from your congregation, encouraging them to incorporate “Companion Synod Sunday” into plans for worship this August 7th.  For video/DVD resources on Liberia, please contact Dr. Bob Bradford at bradford@evenlink.com.  Thanks to Pastor Mary Peterhaensel, Carol Bradford, Nancy Hoffman, Ruth Koble, and Pastor Beth Ann Stone for their contributions to these materials.

August 7-10, 2011:  Young Adult Camp at Mount Luther

A new emerging Young Adult ministry is happening at our synod’s outdoor ministry site.  From August 7-10, Camp Mount Luther is offering a Young Adult Camp.  The event will be time for those in college and beyond to come to the camp for retreat and spiritual renewal.  The theme this year will be “With Faith Like a Child” and they’ll be using the book The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss as part of the faith discussions.  Tied into those discussions will be activities to help participants with vocational discernment.  It will be a half-week of fun, growing, and enjoying the outdoors and all that camp has to offer.  For more information on this program, call the camp office at (570) 922-1587 or visit www.campmountluther.org.  Please encourage any young adult you know to consider coming to this offering and be part of camp this summer!

August 13, 2011:  Go Teach!
This is a learning event for all people involved or interested in Christian Education, including all teachers and youth group leaders of every age group (from birth-age 143+).  It is being sponsored by the synod’s LEARN Team and will take place on Saturday, August 13th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Sharon Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove.  It is a FREE Event—you are just asked to bring a bag lunch.  Teaching is a call from Jesus himself, and the LEARN Team's mission is to equip the teachers of our synod to fulfill that call. Go Teach will provide time for small and large group learning, networking with fellow synod teachers, worship, and time at the Along the Way bookstore to get resources and ideas.  
Please register by Monday, August 8th, with Authorized Lay Christian Educator Dawne Long at (570) 374-8184 or foldrl@ptd.net.  For more information, visit www.uss-elca.org/go-teach.  
 

October 24, 2011:  LARC Day of Dialogue
Dr. Bruce Chilton, Episcopal Priest and internationally renowned New Testament scholar, author, and professor at Bard College, will be the presenter for the annual LARC Day of Dialogue in Central Pennsylvania.  The meeting will be held on October 24, 2011, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Chilton will be speaking on the history and background of the Middle East peace process and the efforts of Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics in regard to the peace process.

November 19, 2011:  Evangelism Workshop
The Upper Susquehanna Synod will sponsor an Evangelism Workshop with Pastor Jake Jacobson, Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northwest PA Synod, on Saturday, November 19, 2011.  The session, called “Front Porchin’” will look at how easy evangelism is—it’s about sharing a story.  It is your story and God’s story shared with another.  Evangelism is sharing what God in Christ has done in your life.  We don’t even have to go out looking to evangelize-- God provides us with all the places to do this sharing without ever having to go knock on a stranger’s door.  God gives us natural front porches where we live, work, and play.  There, God introduces us to others, and sits with us as we share our lives, our stories and the Christ within us with those who regularly gather there with us.  How do we best utilize the front porches God calls us into or onto?  What is our role in this process?  How do we repair our damaged or dis-used porches?  Front Porchin’ is a simple process that helps congregations and individuals reassess their gifts and sharpen their skills for sharing the good news with others (both inside and outside the community of faith).  More information & registration coming this fall. 
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