UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  August 8, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is September 1, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· “Go Teach” Bulletin Insert
· Parish Nurse Conference Brochure
· Health and Wellness Articles- September 2011
NEWS AND NOTES
Help College Students Connect With Lutheran Campus Ministry!

Are there college students in your congregation?  Your neighborhood?  Your family?  Help them connect with Lutheran Campus Ministry at the school they are attending by sending us some contact information!  It’s easy!

 

1. Gather whatever information you can:  Student’s Name, College or University campus, hometown, home congregation are great.  Other information is helpful, but not essential (home address, campus address, email address, major, cell phone, etc.).  Send whatever you have.  

2. Email Us:  Send your information to lutheran@psu.edu.  Be sure to include your name and congregation.  (While we are especially interested students starting college this fall, we also welcome information on students at any point in their college career.)

3. Leave the Rest to Us!  We will make contact with students enrolled at PSU, and forward on information about students at other schools to the campus ministry or congregation near the college or university.  

 

Questions?  Contact Alicia Anderson at lutheran@psu.edu or (814) 865-0715.  If you’d prefer to send through the mail, send to:  Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn State, 211A Pasquerilla Spiritual Center, University Park, PA  16802.  Thanks so much for your help letting college students know about the ministries available to them while they are away at school!  

For a bulletin insert to promote this effort, click here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Student-Name-Requests-Handout2011.pdf 

Volunteers Needed for Camp Mount Luther Fundraising Effort

Camp Mount Luther is participating in a local festival to help raise funds for their campership fund.  The camp will staff a booth at the Selinsgrove Market Street Festival on Saturday, September 24, 2011.  Their booth will feature the sale of homemade whoopie pies.  Volunteers are needed to make these sweet treats, as well as to staff the booth on the day of the festival.  If you are interested in donating whoopie pies (of any flavor) or helping to sell them that day, contact Sarah Hershberger at 570-922-1929. 
Join the Thrivent Financial Camp Challenge! 

Want to help support Lutheran outdoor ministries? Thrivent Financial for Lutherans recently announced that the organization will contribute $1 to Lutheran outdoor ministries up to $10,000 for every new fan of the Thrivent Financial Facebook page by August 31.  To become a fan, go to Thrivent.com/facebook and click “LIKE.”  Already a fan? Then spread the word to your friends and check out the campaign tab to participate in a camp-related poll question, get an update on how they are doing towards reaching their goal and share your favorite camp memory.  To promote this, please use this bulletin insert:  http://www.campmountluther.org/newsitems/Camp%20Challenge%20-%20Handout_Flyer_BulletinInsert.pdf  

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

A will is one of the most important documents you will create. Yet each year, 60% of people who die do not leave a will.  And surprisingly, each year less than 10% of ELCA Lutherans who die remember their congregation in their will.

If you do not have a will, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has one for you, but it does not include your charitable interests.  If you do not have a will or are planning to update your will and want to include your favorite ministries, please call Pr. Greg Kramer for more information at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo.   

Hospice Volunteers Needed

Diakon Hospice Saint John is looking for volunteers to join the Hospice Team.  You can volunteer to visit terminally ill patients in your community, lend a helping hand, be a good listener and reassure patients with kind words of encouragement. Please consider giving the gift of your time to someone in need of friendly support. Call Cathy Sweeney, Volunteer Coordinator, at 1-877-438-3511 to learn more about what volunteer opportunities are available.

Susquehanna Health Pastoral Care Volunteer Chaplain Assistant Training Program

The Susquehanna Health Pastoral Care department is happy to announce the third program to train volunteers as Chaplain Assistants.  September 10, 2011 begins this four-week journey of sharing, learning, questioning, and growing together.  All classes will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and will take place at the Williamsport Regional Medical Center in Conference Rooms A&B, adjacent to the cafeteria.  Topics will include the mission and policies of Susquehanna Health and the Pastoral Care department, the structure of patient visits, spiritual assessments, when to pray, patient-centered listening and dealing with difficult people.  Time will be spent learning how to pray, studying how to offer care and compassion and discovering the value of diversity. At the completion of the 4-week training volunteers will be asked to shadow with our staff chaplains.  It’s exciting, the way God is moving in the Pastoral Care Department of Susquehanna Health.  We look forward to even greater effectiveness through the efforts of new volunteers called to serve.  Please contact Jackie Perchinski at 22215 to learn more and to register.  

Mortgage Assistance Available

From the Pennsylvania Council of Churches:  Homeowners can apply NOW for the federal Emergency Homeowners’ Loan Program (EHLP) if they are unable to make their monthly mortgage payments because of job loss or income reduction. This program will only be available through September 30, 2011. Homeowners facing foreclosure should call 1.800.342.2397 right away to get help. They may be eligible for a loan of up to $50,000 or 24 months of mortgage payment assistance if they:

· Have a loss of at least 15% of income;

· Have missed at least three mortgage payments or received a foreclosure notice due to job loss, income reduction and/or illness;

· Are likely to be able to start making payments again within two years;

· Are at or below 120% of area median income;

· Are applying for help with a mortgage on their primary residence, which is a 1 - 4 family house.

 If they are not eligible for EHLP, they may still be eligible for Pennsylvania’s Homeowners Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program (HEMAP). Call toll free: 1-800-342-2397 or go to www.PHFA.org for more information.

Disaster Response:  Your church at Work around the World

· Horn of Africa:  Extensive drought has caused a food shortage and resources have become scarce as many have fled to refugee camps. See www.elca.org/disaster. 

· Sudan: Fighting has broken out around the city of Kandugli with reports of heavy civilian casualties causing many to flee. See www.elca.org/disaster. 

· ACT Alliance: Learn more about how the ELCA Disaster Response works around the world with partners in the ACT Alliance. See the 2010 Annual Report at http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/.  

Thirteen New Opportunities for Missionary Service
Recruiting has begun for positions around the world. See www.elca.org/globalserve and click “Global Service Opportunities” in the right sidebar, then type "2012" at the bottom for a keyword search.

WORTH REPEATING
Mileage Rate Increase Notice (Especially for Supply Preachers)

The Internal Revenue Service has announced an increase in the optional standard mileage rates for the final six months of 2011. Taxpayers may use the optional standard rates to calculate the deductible costs of operating an automobile for business and other purposes.  The rate will increase to 55.5 cents a mile for all business miles driven from July 1, 2011, through Dec. 31, 2011. This is an increase of 4.5 cents from the 51 cent rate in effect for the first six months of 2011, as set forth in Revenue Procedure 2010-51.  In recognition of recent gasoline price increases, the IRS made this special adjustment for the final months of 2011. 

Attention Married Couples:  Weekends Filling Up
Have you signed up for your fall Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend?  The September 16-18, 2011, Weekend at Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center in Ludlow, PA, is nearly full, so you need to act quickly if you wish to attend that one.  There are still openings for the Nov. 4-6, 2011, Weekend at Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon in West Middlesex, PA.  This is an outstanding facility where all rooms have a king bed and an in-room hot tub, and it is located an hour north of Pittsburgh.  These Weekends are a great opportunity to renew and revitalize your marriage whether you are very close or if you have drifted apart as so many couples do.  Couples who have attended overwhelmingly report that the Weekend is the best thing they have ever done for their marriage.   Weekends run from Friday at 8 p.m. to Sunday at 5 p.m.  There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.  Register now to avoid being disappointed--simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and sign up, or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 7, 2011:  Companion Synod Sunday

Congregations of the Upper Susquehanna Synod are encouraged to recognize this August 7th as “Companion Synod Sunday”, celebrating our partnership with the Lutheran Church in Liberia (LCL).  The LCL is one of two partner churches of our synod who are remembered biannually in rotation on the first Sunday of August.  The following downloadable resources have been created to assist congregations in marking August 7th as a day of celebration with our Liberian brothers and sisters:

· Four half-sheet, reproducible bulletin inserts tell stories of our synod’s partnership in Liberia.  Use one insert each Sunday beginning July 17.

· Choose from a list of suggested hymns for worship.  Select all hymns for that Sunday from the list, or highlight just one hymn, noting its significance for the day.

· Prayer is one of the most important ways to celebrate this day.  Consider using one of these prayers or the litany that follows.  Lift up by name Bishop Sumoward E. Harris of the LCL, the pastors, deacons and evangelists of the LCL, and our sisters and brothers in the LCL.

· Consider entering into a “Congregation-to-Parish Relationship” with a Liberian parish, pairing your congregation with theirs in a more personal relationship.  (See the "Congregation-to-Parish Partnership Resource" for more details.)  Brainstorm ways this ministry could enhance your congregation’s own.

· Ask someone to conduct basic research on Liberia through the library or internet and offer a Sunday School class or adult forum on the topic.  Try www.elca.org/liberia, http://gmwat.wetpaint.com/; and http://www.lcl-thrp.org/.

Please share these resources with worship planners from your congregation, encouraging them to incorporate “Companion Synod Sunday” into plans for worship this August 7th.  For video/DVD resources on Liberia, please contact Dr. Bob Bradford at bradford@evenlink.com.  Thanks to Pastor Mary Peterhaensel, Carol Bradford, Nancy Hoffman, Ruth Koble, and Pastor Beth Ann Stone for their contributions to these materials.

August 13, 2011:  Go Teach!
This is a learning event for all people involved or interested in Christian Education, including all teachers and youth group leaders of every age group (from birth-age 143+).  It is being sponsored by the synod’s LEARN Team and will take place on Saturday, August 13th, from 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Sharon Lutheran Church in Selinsgrove.  It is a FREE Event—you are just asked to bring a bag lunch.  Teaching is a call from Jesus himself, and the LEARN Team's mission is to equip the teachers of our synod to fulfill that call. Go Teach will provide time for small and large group learning, networking with fellow synod teachers, worship, and time at the Along the Way bookstore to get resources and ideas.  
Please register by Monday, August 8th, with Authorized Lay Christian Educator Dawne Long at (570) 374-8184 or foldrl@ptd.net.  For more information, visit www.uss-elca.org/go-teach.  
 
September 3, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Dandelion Trail Run

Camp Mount Luther in Mifflinburg will be holding a 5 and 10 Kilometer trail run race at the camp Labor Day Weekend.  This is the tenth year for the event at the camp, located five miles west of Mifflinburg.  This will be an entry-level trail race on Mount Luther grounds with proceeds going to the camp.  It is being organized by Joel and Shelley Heasley of Middleburg.  The date of the race is Saturday, September 3, 2011.  The start time for the race is 9:00 a.m.  Runners decide on race day if they want to do a 5k or 10K (a double loop of the 5K) run.  Age group awards will be presented and pre-registered participants will receive a drawstring sports pack.  (A limited number will also be available on race day.)  Price for entry is $15 if you pre-register before August 20th.  Race day registration is $20. Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. on race day.  Spectators are welcome as well. A kid’s fun run (registration for that is one dollar) and a one-mile fun walk will also be held.  The same registration fees and amenities apply for the fun walk which will take place on a dirt road.  Awards will be given for overall male and female race time, three awards for each age group and an overall master’s for male and female in both the 5K and the 10K.  The awards ceremony will be immediately following the race.  All miles for the course will be marked and there is one water stop on the course.  Timing will be electronically done.  Registration forms are posted on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org or you can contact Joel Heasley at 570-765-0267.  Shower facilities are available after the race.

September 17, 2011:  Women’s Retreat at Camp Mount Luther

All local women are invited to be participants at Camp Mount Luther’s Fall Women’s Retreat.  The retreat will feature a presentation by Rev. Sarah Hershberger.  The retreat will take place at the camp on Saturday, September 17, 2011.  It will run from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  The day will begin with refreshments and registration at 9:30 a.m.  There will be three sessions during the day led by Pastor Hershberger.  Her topic will be “Daily Spiritual Life:  A Lutheran Woman’s Perspective.”  There will be singing, prayer, and devotions.  The day will end around 2:30 p.m. following lunch and devotions.  Cost for the retreat is $16.95 which includes coffee and tea, snacks, lunch and the program.  We encourage you to bring a friend!  Registration deadline is September 3.  To register, contact Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA  17844.  Checks should be made payable to Camp Mount Luther. If you have questions, call the camp at (570) 922-1587 or e-mail cml@campmountluther.org    

September 17, 2011:  Stewardship in Trying Times, Part 3

The third in a series of Upper Susquehanna Synod stewardship workshops will be held Saturday, September 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon at St. John Lutheran Church, Montgomery.  Throughout the Bible, we see that creation is a sign of God’s creativity and love, and that God wants us to serve as its protectors and stewards.  “The Story of Stuff” is intended to help individuals, groups, and churches, as well as communities understand the impact and implications of their choices as consumers as well as protectors and stewards of creation. God calls us to make a real difference not only in our own lives but in the lives of others’ as well, both at home and around the world.  Experience this resource together with the ELCA "Make it Simple" stewardship resource, as well as Pastor Patrick Sipes’ continuing series on the stewardship of the food that God provides for us. For more information, contact the synod office. 

For a flyer about this event, click here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/9-17-2011-Stewardship-in-Trying-Times-flyer-PART-3.rtf  

September 17, 2011:  Face-to-Face with Youth Gathering Coach & Coordinator plus Youth Ministry Training

Youth Gathering Coordinator Ricki Stringfellow and Coach Robin Kunkel will offer up-to-date ELCA Youth Gathering information complemented by support and training for ALL youth leaders of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, regardless of your participation in the gathering.  Join us at Christ’s Lutheran Church, South Third Street in Lewisburg, on September 17, 2011.  The program will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at noon. The workshop is compliments of the synod; there is no cost to you. Come alone or bring a group and meet new peers in ministry. To register, please contact Robin Kunkel at 570-374-8444 or robinkunkel@sharonlc.org.  

September 26:  Alice Pope Shade Lecture

Robert Putnam, author of the best-selling Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community, will deliver Susquehanna University’s 2011 Alice Pope Shade Lecture on Monday, September 26, at 7:30 p.m. in Weber Chapel.  Putnam recently co-authored American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us, and his lecture will address the findings of the research that informs this book.  Based on two of the most comprehensive surveys ever conducted on religion and public life in America, the book includes a dozen in-depth profiles of diverse congregations across the country, which illuminate the trends described by Putnam and co-author David Campbell in the lives of real Americans.  Nearly every chapter of American Grace contains a surprise about American religious life.  Among them: 

· Between one-third and one-half of all American marriages are interfaith;

· Roughly one-third of Americans have switched religions at some point in their lives;

· Young people are more opposed to abortion than their parents but more accepting of gay marriage;

· Even fervently religious Americans believe that people in other faiths can get to heaven;

· Religious Americans are better neighbors than secular Americans—more generous with their time and treasure, even for secular causes—but the explanation has less to do with faith than with communities of faith;

· Jews are the most broadly popular religious group in America today.

Sponsored by Susquehanna University’s Department of Religion and the Office of the Chaplain, the lecture is free and open to the public; no tickets are required.

October 15, 2011:  Peace Pole Service

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization will sponsor their annual Peace Pole Service on October 15, 2011, at the synod office.  The theme will be “Rebuilding Through Faith,” and the guest speaker is Pastor Jill Seagle.  It will start at 9:00 a.m. (rain or shine) and a continental breakfast will be provided after the service.  If there is sunshine, the service will be outdoors and you should bring a lawn chair.  
October 24, 2011:  LARC Day of Dialogue
Dr. Bruce Chilton, Episcopal Priest and internationally renowned New Testament scholar, author, and professor at Bard College, will be the presenter for the annual LARC Day of Dialogue in Central Pennsylvania.  The meeting will be held on October 24, 2011, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Chilton will be speaking on the history and background of the Middle East peace process and the efforts of Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics in regard to the peace process.

November 19, 2011:  Evangelism Workshop
The Upper Susquehanna Synod will sponsor an Evangelism Workshop with Pastor Jake Jacobson, Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northwest PA Synod, on Saturday, November 19, 2011.  The session, called “Front Porchin’” will look at how easy evangelism is—it’s about sharing a story.  It is your story and God’s story shared with another.  Evangelism is sharing what God in Christ has done in your life.  We don’t even have to go out looking to evangelize-- God provides us with all the places to do this sharing without ever having to go knock on a stranger’s door.  God gives us natural front porches where we live, work, and play.  There, God introduces us to others, and sits with us as we share our lives, our stories and the Christ within us with those who regularly gather there with us.  How do we best utilize the front porches God calls us into or onto?  What is our role in this process?  How do we repair our damaged or dis-used porches?  Front Porchin’ is a simple process that helps congregations and individuals reassess their gifts and sharpen their skills for sharing the good news with others (both inside and outside the community of faith).  For a flyer and registration form, click here: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/11-19-2011-front-porchin-evangelism-flier2.doc.  
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