UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  September 12, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is October 1, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· Camp Mount Luther September 2011 Camel Tracks
· Health and Wellness Articles- October 2011
· Face to Face with Youth Gathering Coach and Coordinator and Youth Ministry Training Flyer
NEWS AND NOTES
Initial Response to September 2011 Floods 

From the reports received by the Upper Susquehanna Synod Staff, it appears that Bloomsburg (Columbia County) and Montoursville (Lycoming County) have been the hardest hit in our synod by flooding, but of course numerous other communities throughout our territory are recovering from the flooding, too.  Places such as Danville, Milton, Herndon, Sunbury, Northumberland, and Selinsgrove have had significant damage, and many other places have smaller-scale, yet still personally significant losses.  According to information gathered by Karl-John Stone, Assistant to the Bishop, here are things that congregations can do right now to help:  

1.  Gather items for “clean-up kits:”

· Rugged Rubber Gloves

· Rubber (farm-type) Boots (St. John, Espy reports these gloves and boots would be a “godsend”)

· 5 gallon Buckets 

· Duct tape

· Shovels 

· Industrial brooms 

· Clorox

· Clothesline

· Work Gloves

· Hand cleaner

· Masks

· Paper towels

· Tarps (to protect areas cleaned up and prevent further damage) 

· Flashlights (with batteries)

2.  Gather these items:

· Dehumidifiers

· Power washers (once water is restored)

To address these clean-up needs immediately—if you or your church can collect the items listed above, they can be used in the hardest hit areas right away.  In Bloomsburg, you may bring them directly to Agape Ministry, 19 East 7th Street, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 (www.agapelovefromabove.org) or to St. Luke Lutheran Church, 9 St. Luke’s Way, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 (www.stlukesway.org)

In Montoursville, the outpouring to the distribution site at Our Lady of Lourdes has been tremendous.

At the present time, donations are not needed at Our Lady of Lourdes, but may be in the future.

As soon as possible—we will be coordinating drop-off spots for needed clean-up items in various locations in the synod, which will then be transported to areas of greatest need.  St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Shamokin Dam, Snyder County, has already indicated their willingness to be a collection site.  If no one is present, items can be left in their vestibule at the rear entrance to the church, and they will transport it to Bloomsburg as quickly as possible.  Please call the church office at St. Matthew’s for more information at (570) 743-3052 or email Pastor Wayne Muthler (pwayne@ptd.net).

3.  Tell victims about Clothing Availability:

If people need clothing it is available at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Bloomsburg, and Wesley United Methodist Church, Bloomsburg.  Please DO NOT BRING clothing to St. Luke’s or Wesley at this time—wait until there is a requested need for clothing.  Please share with others that clothing is available.  Some items are needed more than others.  Please make sure that whatever you donate are items that are needed now, so that storage facilities and work crews don’t end up with lots of things they can’t use.

4.  Volunteer for a Work Crews in the Bloomsburg area: 

Bloomsburg is the first place where they are already able to receive volunteers.  If you have a team of volunteers that would like to help out in the next few days, Agape Ministry in Bloomsburg is coordinating the placement of volunteers with people who need help. To register a work crew, fill out this application:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Flood-Relief-Volunteer-AGAPE-Bloomsburg.pdf. If you have a need for help, fill out this form:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Flood-Victim-application-AGAPE-Bloomsburg.pdf.  For more information check out their website www.agapelovefromabove.org.

5.  If you are a Nurse, Staff a Shelter

The Red Cross shelter in Berwick is looking for nurses to be present during each shift at the shelter. 

6.  Know about Long-Term Recovery Efforts

In the long term—Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is not a “first-responder” but is committed to the relief effort for the long term.  In Pennsylvania, LDR is led by the Rev. Cindy Camp, based in Allentown.  LDR works with local social ministry organizations to provide the needed relief efforts, and in that way to be “on the ground” in the aftermath of a natural disaster.  In the Upper Susquehanna Synod, LDR’s lead partner is Diakon Lutheran Social Services, and through Diakon they work with the synod office and congregations of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, as well as other social ministry organizations.  While there are certain lead partners for LDR, in a very real sense, all of us working together in whatever ways we are able is the Lutheran Disaster Response.  Lutheran Disaster Response is “on the scene” through us.  Diakon’s Emergency Services Coordinator for the Upper Susquehanna Synod is Gary Hutchinson of South Williamsport.  He is making the needed connections to facilitate relief efforts in the affected communities.  LDR has released initial grants of $2,500 and $10,000 for Diakon to use in our synod’s flood relief effort.  At this point, Lutheran Disaster Response does not have a need to shelter volunteers coming from a distance; however, they may have a need for beds in the future.  Thank you to those who have already provided leads for the housing of volunteers.  

7.  Make a Monetary Donation

Monetary donations for flood recovery for Lutheran Disaster Response may be made to the Upper Susquehanna Synod, PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.  Write “Flood Recovery” in the memo line.  These donations are a priority for the long-term recovery effort.

8.  Pray for Flood Victims

Please keep all the flood victims in your prayers, and look for ways that you can serve your neighbors in need in the name of Jesus Christ.

Updates on Synod Assembly Memorials

The 2011 Churchwide Assembly received two memorials from assemblies of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. The first, adopted by our assembly in 2010, asked that the Churchwide Assembly “devise and implement a plan to encourage all of the congregations of the ELCA to exhort one another to obedience to Christ’s command [“to do this in remembrance of me”] to the desirable end that all congregations share in Holy Communion weekly by Reformation Sunday in 2012.”  The Reference and Counsel Committee of the Churchwide Assembly urged the assembly to receive this memorial with gratitude, and to refer the memorial to the Congregational and Synodical Mission unit in consultation with the Conference of Bishops for consideration of actions that will promote more frequent reception of Holy Communion by ELCA members and weekly observance of Holy Communion as the primary worship service of each ELCA congregation.” This recommendation of the Reference and Counsel Committee was adopted (930-50) along with its recommendations regarding a number of other memorials in an en bloc motion. 

The 2011 Assembly of the Upper Susquehanna Synod adopted a memorial similar to that of a number of other synods “to make known to all the congregations and clergy of the ELCA the concerns of the retired clergy regarding …deductions [to the Participating Annuity and Bridge Fund by the Board of Pensions] and to encourage synods, congregations, and individuals to give generously to the ELCA Special Needs Retirement Fund.” The Committee on Reference and Counsel in response to these memorials urged the Churchwide Assembly to “acknowledge the commitment of this church for a ‘special fund for pastors in situations of low compensation, and for pensioners who are receiving at or near the minimum pension…’” and “to encourage continued gifts.” This recommendation was in the same en bloc mention as this synod’s memorial related to Holy Communion. As a result, this recommendation also was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly in a 930-50 vote.  

Synod Director of Evangelical Mission Working with Upstate New York, Too

As a result of the resignation of the previous Director for Evangelical Mission (D.E.M.) for the Upstate New York Synod, Elizabeth Yenchko has been appointed as the Interim D.E.M. for that synod until December 31, 2011, on a half-time basis. So for the next few months, Beth will be spending alternating two-week periods between the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the Upstate New York Synod with offices in Syracuse.  Feel free to call or write to her anytime with ideas, concerns and needs, regardless of her geographic location at that time! Her contact information is:  

(Cell) 717-579-3845 or e-mail eyenchko@uss-elca.org. 

Save the Date

The Synod Youth Retreat at Camp Mount Luther will be February 3-4.  All youth in 6-12 grade and their youth leaders are invited to attend.  More details will be available this fall.  Contact Pastor Patrick Sipes at sgtmuddy@gmail.com with questions.

Critical Thinking and Listening Skills for Church Lay and Clergy Leaders
Wouldn't it be helpful to have someone to talk with about your ministry or other life activities to help you reflect on what you needed to do, to encourage you, and to keep you accountable as you try new ideas?  Could a team or committee of which you are a member benefit from a better understanding of how the members' gifts fit together and complement each other?  Could groups you work with benefit from practicing critical thinking and listening skills?  The discipline of coaching focuses on all of these goals and is practiced in pairs, triads, or within groups.  For more information, contact USS Director for Evangelical Mission Beth Yenchko at 717-579-3845 or eyenchko@uss-elca.org.  

Resources for Building Youth Groups

Camp Mount Luther is engaging in a new initiative of resources and programs to help build youth groups.  A page of resources is now on their website under “programs.”  Click here for more: http://www.campmountluther.org/program/buildingyg.php 
Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission-The IRA Rollover is back-AGAIN!

In December 2010, the U.S. Congress extended the IRA Rollover to December 31, 2011.  This act allows donors 70 ½ or older to make gifts up to $100,000 from their Traditional or Roth IRA directly to a charity without any Federal tax implications this year.  (This law does not apply to a 401k, 403b or other qualified pension accounts.)  The donor does not have to pay income tax on the withdrawal nor does the donor receive a charitable tax deduction.  Furthermore, the donation does not count against the maximum charitable gifts allowed in any year.  The charitable gift cannot be used to fund a Life Income Agreement like a Charitable Gift Annuity or a Charitable Remainder Trust, nor can it be donated to a Donor Advised Fund, but can be used to fulfill a campaign pledge.  The withdrawal to make a charitable gift can be used to satisfy the IRA required minimum distribution required by law.  Please note:  IRA plan administrators must make the check in the name of the charity but can send the check to the donor for delivery.  For a sample letter or for more information about how to use your IRA or other assets to make charitable gifts call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the Foundation of the ELCA, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo.

Registration Deadlines for Marriage Weekends Approaching

Time is running to out to sign up your fall Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend.  If you act quickly, there is still room for you at the final 2011 Weekend scheduled for November 4-6, 2011, at Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon in West Middlesex, PA.  This popular facility with a tropical atrium has a king bed and an in-room hot tub in each guest room.  It is located just an hour north of Pittsburgh.   Marriage Encounter Weekends are designed to allow you to take time off from daily pressures and responsibilities to search out and discover a warmer, closer, more joyful relationship with each other. Weekends run from Friday at 8:00 p.m. to Sunday at 5:00 p.m.  Two nights lodging, five meals for each of you, and all supplies are included.   There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program.  Register now to avoid being disappointed--simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and sign up.  For questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact PA Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166.   

Drought in the Horn of Africa
Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and other countries in East Africa are experiencing the worst drought in 60 years. The ELCA has committed $1.25 million for drought relief to support long-term rebuilding; more help is needed. See www.elca.org/disaster, http://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/ and also www.elca.org/news (click on News Releases in the left-hand column).

ELCA Assembly Officially Launches Malaria Campaign
Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria, a preventable and treatable disease. Based on the decision made at the Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA will join with Lutheran churches in Africa, to work toward a malaria-free future. See www.elca.org/news (click on News Releases in the left-hand column).

FBI Launches Child ID Mobile App 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has launched its first mobile application-- the Child ID App. This free mobile app provides a convenient place to electronically store photos and vital information about one's children that can be easily provided to authorities if a child goes missing.  The app allows users to send information-including pictures or other physical identifiers such as height and weight-to authorities with a few clicks. It also provides tips on keeping children safe and guidance on what to do in the first few crucial hours after a child goes missing.  The Child ID App is currently available for use on iPhones and can be downloaded for free from the App Store on iTunes. The FBI is planning to expand the tool to other types of mobile devices in the near future.  

Learn more about the FBI's Child ID App at  www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2011/august/child_080511  

The FBI's new Child ID App can be downloaded for free from the App Store on iTunes at  www.itunes.apple.com/us/app/fbi-child-id/id446158585?ls=1&mt=8   

WORTH REPEATING
Help College Students Connect With Lutheran Campus Ministry!

Are there college students in your congregation?  Your neighborhood?  Your family?  Help them connect with Lutheran Campus Ministry at the school they are attending by sending us some contact information!  It’s easy!

 

1. Gather whatever information you can:  Student’s Name, College or University campus, hometown, home congregation are great.  Other information is helpful, but not essential (home address, campus address, email address, major, cell phone, etc.).  Send whatever you have.  

2. Email Us:  Send your information to lutheran@psu.edu.  Be sure to include your name and congregation.  (While we are especially interested in students starting college this fall, we also welcome information on students at any point in their college career.)

3. Leave the Rest to Us!  We will make contact with students enrolled at PSU, and forward on information about students at other schools to the campus ministry or congregation near the college or university.  

 

Questions?  Contact Alicia Anderson at lutheran@psu.edu or (814) 865-0715.  If you’d prefer to send through the mail, send to:  Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn State, 211A Pasquerilla Spiritual Center, University Park, PA  16802.  Thanks so much for your help letting college students know about the ministries available to them while they are away at school!  For a bulletin insert to promote this effort, click here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Student-Name-Requests-Handout2011.pdf 

Volunteers Needed for Camp Mount Luther Fundraising Effort

Camp Mount Luther is participating in a local festival to help raise funds for their campership fund.  The camp will staff a booth at the Selinsgrove Market Street Festival on Saturday, September 24, 2011.  Their booth will feature the sale of homemade whoopie pies.  Volunteers are needed to make these sweet treats, as well as to staff the booth on the day of the festival.  If you are interested in donating whoopie pies (of any flavor) or helping to sell them that day, contact Sarah Hershberger at 570-922-1929. 

Hospice Volunteers Needed

Diakon Hospice Saint John is looking for volunteers to join the Hospice Team.  You can volunteer to visit terminally ill patients in your community, lend a helping hand, be a good listener and reassure patients with kind words of encouragement. Please consider giving the gift of your time to someone in need of friendly support. Call Cathy Sweeney, Volunteer Coordinator, at 1-877-438-3511 to learn more about what volunteer opportunities are available.

Susquehanna Health Pastoral Care Volunteer Chaplain Assistant Training Program

The Susquehanna Health Pastoral Care department is happy to announce the third program to train volunteers as Chaplain Assistants.  September 10, 2011 begins this four-week journey of sharing, learning, questioning, and growing together.  All classes will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and will take place at the Williamsport Regional Medical Center in Conference Rooms A&B, adjacent to the cafeteria.  Topics will include the mission and policies of Susquehanna Health and the Pastoral Care department, the structure of patient visits, spiritual assessments, when to pray, patient-centered listening and dealing with difficult people.  Time will be spent learning how to pray, studying how to offer care and compassion and discovering the value of diversity. At the completion of the 4-week training volunteers will be asked to shadow with our staff chaplains.  It’s exciting, the way God is moving in the Pastoral Care Department of Susquehanna Health.  We look forward to even greater effectiveness through the efforts of new volunteers called to serve. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 17, 2011:  Women’s Retreat at Camp Mount Luther

All local women are invited to be participants at Camp Mount Luther’s Fall Women’s Retreat.  The retreat will feature a presentation by Rev. Sarah Hershberger.  The retreat will take place at the camp on Saturday, September 17, 2011.  It will run from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  The day will begin with refreshments and registration at 9:30 a.m.  There will be three sessions during the day led by Pastor Hershberger.  Her topic will be “Daily Spiritual Life:  A Lutheran Woman’s Perspective.”  There will be singing, prayer, and devotions.  The day will end around 2:30 p.m. following lunch and devotions.  Cost for the retreat is $16.95 which includes coffee and tea, snacks, lunch and the program.  We encourage you to bring a friend!  To register, contact Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA  17844.  Checks should be made payable to Camp Mount Luther. If you have questions, call the camp at (570) 922-1587 or e-mail cml@campmountluther.org    

September 17, 2011:  Stewardship in Trying Times, Part 3

The third in a series of Upper Susquehanna Synod stewardship workshops will be held Saturday, September 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon at St. John Lutheran Church, Montgomery.  Throughout the Bible, we see that creation is a sign of God’s creativity and love, and that God wants us to serve as its protectors and stewards.  “The Story of Stuff” is intended to help individuals, groups, and churches, as well as communities understand the impact and implications of their choices as consumers as well as protectors and stewards of creation. God calls us to make a real difference not only in our own lives but in the lives of others’ as well, both at home and around the world.  Experience this resource together with the ELCA "Make it Simple" stewardship resource, as well as Pastor Patrick Sipes’ continuing series on the stewardship of the food that God provides for us. For more information, contact the synod office. 

For a flyer about this event, click here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/9-17-2011-Stewardship-in-Trying-Times-flyer-PART-3.rtf  

September 17, 2011:  Face-to-Face with Youth Gathering Coach & Coordinator plus Youth Ministry Training

Youth Gathering Coordinator Ricki Stringfellow and Coach Robin Kunkel will offer up-to-date ELCA Youth Gathering information complemented by support and training for ALL youth leaders of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, regardless of your participation in the gathering.  Join us at Christ’s Lutheran Church, South Third Street in Lewisburg, on September 17, 2011.  The program will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at noon. The workshop is compliments of the synod; there is no cost to you. Come alone or bring a group and meet new peers in ministry. To register, please contact Robin Kunkel at 570-374-8444 or robin.kunkel@sharonlc.org.  

September 18, 2011:  “The Human Face of Climate Change: Food, Faith and Other Necessities of Life.”

From Lutheran Advocacy of PA:  The PA Interfaith Power and Light’s Annual Meeting and Conference will be held on September 18 in State College.  It is free and open to the public.  The topic presented will be “The Human Face of Climate Change: Food, Faith and other necessities of life.”  Presenters include Professor Bill Easterling, Dean, College of Earth and Mineral Sciences, Penn State; and Rev. Jim Deming, Minister for Environmental Justice for the United Church of Christ.  The event includes the lecture, a green fair, and workshops.  For more information, visit www.paipl.org. 

September 26:  Alice Pope Shade Lecture

Robert Putnam, author of the best-selling Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community, will deliver Susquehanna University’s 2011 Alice Pope Shade Lecture on Monday, September 26, at 7:30 p.m. in Weber Chapel.  Putnam recently co-authored American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us, and his lecture will address the findings of the research that informs this book.  Based on two of the most comprehensive surveys ever conducted on religion and public life in America, the book includes a dozen in-depth profiles of diverse congregations across the country, which illuminate the trends described by Putnam and co-author David Campbell in the lives of real Americans.  Nearly every chapter of American Grace contains a surprise about American religious life.  Among them: 

· Between one-third and one-half of all American marriages are interfaith;

· Roughly one-third of Americans have switched religions at some point in their lives;

· Young people are more opposed to abortion than their parents but more accepting of gay marriage;

· Even fervently religious Americans believe that people in other faiths can get to heaven;

· Religious Americans are better neighbors than secular Americans—more generous with their time and treasure, even for secular causes—but the explanation has less to do with faith than with communities of faith;

· Jews are the most broadly popular religious group in America today.

Sponsored by Susquehanna University’s Department of Religion and the Office of the Chaplain, the lecture is free and open to the public; no tickets are required.

October 9, 2011:  Registration Opens for the Youth Gathering

At 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, registration will open for next year’s ELCA Youth Gathering.  This is the time for individual congregations to register your youth and youth leaders who are going to the Youth Gathering in New Orleans.

October 15, 2011:  Peace Pole Service

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization will sponsor their annual Peace Pole Service on October 15, 2011, at the synod office.  The theme will be “Rebuilding Through Faith,” and the guest speaker is Pastor Jill Seagle.  It will start at 9:00 a.m. (rain or shine) and a continental breakfast will be provided after the service.  If there is sunshine, the service will be outdoors and you should bring a lawn chair.  
October 24, 2011:  LARC Day of Dialogue
Dr. Bruce Chilton, Episcopal Priest and internationally renowned New Testament scholar, author, and professor at Bard College, will be the presenter for the annual LARC Day of Dialogue in Central Pennsylvania.  The meeting will be held on October 24, 2011, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Chilton will be speaking on the history and background of the Middle East peace process and the efforts of Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics in regard to the peace process.  Here is a registration form for the event: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/updated-LARC-2011-brochure-registration-2.pdf. 
November 19, 2011:  Evangelism Workshop
The Upper Susquehanna Synod will sponsor an Evangelism Workshop with Pastor Jake Jacobson, Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northwest PA Synod, on Saturday, November 19, 2011.  The session, called “Front Porchin’” will look at how easy evangelism is—it’s about sharing a story.  It is your story and God’s story shared with another.  Evangelism is sharing what God in Christ has done in your life.  We don’t even have to go out looking to evangelize-- God provides us with all the places to do this sharing without ever having to go knock on a stranger’s door.  God gives us natural front porches where we live, work, and play.  There, God introduces us to others, and sits with us as we share our lives, our stories and the Christ within us with those who regularly gather there with us.  How do we best utilize the front porches God calls us into or onto?  What is our role in this process?  How do we repair our damaged or dis-used porches?  Front Porchin’ is a simple process that helps congregations and individuals reassess their gifts and sharpen their skills for sharing the good news with others (both inside and outside the community of faith).  For a flyer and registration form, click here: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/11-19-2011-front-porchin-evangelism-flier2.doc.  

February 9-12, 2012:  ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who work with youth in congregations of the ELCA for the premier renewal, education and networking event of our church. It is for the volunteer and the professional. It is for the old and the young. It is for the urban, the suburban and the rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all who share in the adventure we call youth and family ministry.  The Extravaganza is a great opportunity to go to workshops, large group sessions, worship and network with other youth ministry leaders in the United States. Those of you going to the Youth Gathering will have your hotel assignments by then and if attending the Extravaganza will have an opportunity to become familiar with New Orleans and where your hotel is located. Visit the website for more details about travel discounts and other elements of the event. Talk to a neighboring youth leader and share a hotel room to cut down on expenses. It truly is an event you shouldn't miss.  For more information, visit www.elcaymnet.org.
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