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Lutheran Planned Giving is a cooperative ministry of the ELCA, ELCA Synods, and ELCA related ministries providing planned giving education, donor assistance, and assistance to congregations in establishing a Mission Endowment Fund.  Lutheran Planned Giving is here to serve you and your church without cost or obligation.  For more information or to schedule a Legacy seminar please contact the Lutheran Planned Giving Office.
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Lutheran Planned Giving Member Ministries:


Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries


Allegheny Synod


Bear Creek Camp


Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania


Camp Mount Luther


Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries


ELCA


Gettysburg College


Lower Susquehanna Synod


Lutheran Social Services of South Central Pennsylvania


Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn State


Lutheran Congregation Services, Inc.


Lutheran Theological Seminary Gettysburg


Lutheran Theological Seminary Philadelphia


LUTHERCARE


Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod


Sequanota Lutheran Conference Center and Camp


Susquehanna University


Upper Susquehanna Synod








Give and You Shall Receive


	Yes, that's the way it works. And with an ELCA Foundation gift annuity, you not only receive the satisfaction of helping to further the mission of your congregation or one of the over 1,200 ministries of the ELCA, but you also receive annuity payments for the rest of your life.


	Example: John and Mary Jones are both 80 years old. They give $10,000 to the ELCA Foundation for a two-life charitable gift annuity to benefit their congregation. Assuming a gift annuity rate of 6.1 percent, they will receive $610 every year for the rest of their lives. Even after one of them dies, the remaining spouse will continue to receive the payments. On top of this, John and Mary Jones will receive an income tax charitable deduction, and a substantial portion of their payments will be tax-free return of principal.


	Why does the ELCA Foundation offer charitable gift annuities? Many of our friends want to give more to their congregation or one of the many church ministries but live on fixed incomes and can't afford to donate income-producing assets. With our gift annuity program, they can make a significant gift and still retain lifetime payments. In some cases, they can even increase their annual cash flow. 


	Example: Wilma Williams is 85 years old and has common stock in a company that pays her a dividend of 2 percent per year. This means that $10,000 worth of stock provides Wilma with a quarterly check of only $50 or $200 a year. Wilma can transfer this stock to the ELCA Foundation for a charitable gift annuity. Assuming a gift annuity rate of 8.1 percent, she could receive $202.50 each quarter or $810 for the year. And, her payments are secured by all the assets of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America!  Upon her death, 100% of the principal with go to Wilma’s designated charities.


	Besides supporting ministry with a charitable gift annuity, the benefits of fixed payments, income tax deduction for itemizers, partial bypass of capital gains tax, and possible reduction of estate taxes make an ELCA Foundation charitable gift annuity a prudent option for many of our older friends. In fact, we find that some of our donors obtain additional annuities as they get older because of the higher gift annuity rates.


	Another great thing about ELCA Foundation gift annuities is that they can be divided among 10 ELCA ministries, including your congregation.


Please note that some terms and conditions of the ELCA Charitable Gift Annuity Program recently changed.  For more information about using Charitable Gift Annuities for charitable giving or other ways to make gifts to your congregation and other ELCA ministries, please call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office 570-374-2044 or contact the ELCA Foundation at 800-638-3522 ext 2970.








This information is provided for educational purposes only and should not be considered professional tax or legal advice.  Please consult with your tax or legal professional about your specific situation.

