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A note from the Editor:

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please send an email to <news@uss-elca.org> with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  

The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is November 1, 2010.  

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE
Transitions in the Synod

Mrs. Virginia Frantz, A.I.M., who has served as Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, has requested Disability Leave, effective September 13, due to medical issues.  It is expected that this will be a permanent leave.  Virginia has been a much beloved minister to members, congregations, and rostered leaders of this synod for nearly 23 years in her position in the synod office.  She has unfailingly listened well, answered all manner of questions, and served as the living memory of the Upper Susquehanna Synod as the longest-serving synod staff member in its history.  It is with sadness and thanks to God for her work among us that we see her go, and wish her well in the new chapter God has in store for her life.  The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council invites you to provide Virginia with a "card shower." Cards, notes, and/or letters expressing your appreciation for her ministry and/ or sharing your memories should be sent by October 25 to:

Mrs. Virginia Frantz

Attn:  With Gratitude 

c/o Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA

PO Box 36

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Also, Debbie Best, who has served as Program Coordinator for Diakon Family Life Services for nine years, recently announced she was leaving that position for a new opportunity at Geisinger Health System.  She will begin as Patient Advocate on November 1 and will be located at the hospital’s main campus in the Patient Relations office.  Debbie always seemed to have her hand in all the good programs the synod was involved with, and her calm and good-natured personality helped everything she did succeed.  We can be grateful for her work with us for almost a decade and wish her well in her new endeavor.  
Synod Office Seeks Full-Time Administrative Assistant
Editor’s Note:  Due to the cost of advertising, the synod has decided to first internally advertise the position of Administrative Assistant.  Please take the opportunity to share this vacancy with your members and ask them to consider other persons they know as well.  Refer interested persons to the synod's website for a copy of the job description for this position. We are asking for resumes by October 25.  Here is an announcement you can use:

The Upper Susquehanna Synod has posted the position of Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, located in Lewisburg.  Click Here for Position Description.  



To apply: submit a resume and written description of gifts you will bring to this position.  Send, fax or email (bishop@uss-elca.org) to the synod office.  Applications will be received until October 25.  Interviewees should also be prepared to submit references.

Synod Youth Council and Camp Mount Luther Team Up in the Name of Youth Ministry

From Pastor Patrick Sipes, chair of the synod youth council:  For years there has been a blurry line separating the youth ministry of the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the ministry of Camp Mount Luther.  In the coming year the Synod Youth Council and Camp Mount Luther will be working together to make that line begin to disappear. In recent
conversations Chad Hershberger, executive director of Mount Luther, approached the Synod Youth Council to talk about how we might better partner and work together in providing programming for the youth of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. The results of these conversations are that beginning with the FLOOD SU event, the camp will be providing a coordinating role for synod youth events. This will mean that registrations will run through the camp office, checks will be written to Camp Mount Luther and the camp will field questions regarding all events held for youth in the Upper Susquehanna Synod, regardless of who is taking the lead in planning the event. We will still be holding FLOOD SU and the winter youth retreat with a format similar to how it has been in the past and we are hoping that this new partnership will promote some new events in the near future as well.


COMING SOON!  Lenten Resources

Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread: A 2011 World Hunger Lenten Series is being produced by the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  This project by the USS World Hunger Committee is a no-cost collection of Lenten resources designed by USS members for USS congregations.  It will be available on the USS website (www.uss-elca.org) and DVD by request beginning November 1, 2010.  Resources include Bible studies, worship services, dialogue sermons/dramas, meal ideas, reproducible take-home pages, and children’s sermons.  The themes each week include:

Week One: Addressing the Root Causes of Poverty

Week Two: Relief—Responding to the Immediate Needs of People

Week Three: Development—Ensuring Sustainable Livelihoods

Week Four: Education—Learning to Love Our Neighbors as Ourselves

Week Five: Advocacy—Proclaiming the Lord’s Favor for All

Small Church Grants Now Being Accepted

Applications for Small Church Grants and Internship Grants for fiscal year 2012 are being accepted by the Small Church/ELCMA Committee, who administers the grants program for the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Internship Grants will be made to support internships within the territory of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, especially in rural, smaller membership congregations.  These grants may be used to cover any costs related to an internship such as housing, stipend, travel, etc.  There are no limitations on the amount requested for grant monies or how many times a congregation may make a request. There is an expectation that each congregation would strive to fund a larger percentage of the costs of each subsequent internship, eventually eliminating their need for this grant.  Small Church Grants will be in the form of decreasing term amounts, up to $3,000 the first year, up to $2,000 the second year, and up to $1,000 the third and final year.  This 3-2-1 process may be repeated if needed, but only after at least one year off the grants.  Grants will be considered for the following goals:

1. Support pastors' salaries that are below the synodical minimum.

2. Maintain ministry in congregations that are in strategic areas.

3. Foster congregational membership growth through quality programs.

4. Make available financial support and program resources for leadership development and materials, i.e., curriculum, newsletters, and programs.

5. Development of outreach ministries.

 Applications for 2012 grants are due in the synod office by January 31, 2011.  For more information contact Pastor Karl-John Stone (karljohn@uss-elca.org; 570-524-9778).

Planning a "Mission Mall" This Advent?
Here's a new, free resource to aid in planning your next "mission mall" event. The ELCA Good Gifts Fair Planning Guide is complete with step-by-step instructions, crafts, activities, bulletin inserts, announcements and more to help you plan an alternative giving fair in your congregation this Advent.  Download (PDF) or order your copy here:
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger.aspx.
Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

You can make a gift to ministry and receive annuity payments up to 9.5%.  Receive higher rates than a CD, receive a tax deduction, and support your favorite church ministry.  Sound too good to be true?  Call and ask about charitable gift annuities.  For more information call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at http://www.elca.org/fo.
News from the Mission Investment Fund

Youth Ministry Mission Plus accounts:  a great way to save for the 2012 Youth Gathering.  The Mission Investment Fund offers a special account to help your congregation's youth group save for the 2012 Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  Youth Ministry Mission Plus accounts are high rate investments with checkbook availability that offer maximum freedom and flexibility, $100 minimum initial investment and Interest rates at escalating tiers.  Investments become loans that build churches.  Grow the church while you grow your investment.  For more information please contact area representative:  Pr. Mark Wimmer, 267-203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.org
LIFT Task Force Documents Available

The task force for Living Into the Future Together: Renewing the Ecology of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has posted two new documents. The first is an analysis of research conducted thus far. The second is a request for member participation in developing potential scenarios for the ELCA's future mission and ministry. The link for both documents is http://www.elca.org/lift.

Living Lutheran To Debut Soon

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will soon be debuting LivingLutheran.com. This new ELCA Web site will offer a daily blend of stories, culture, and conversation to ELCA members and friends.  The idea behind LivingLutheran.com is to create an online destination where ELCA members can talk to each other about what it means to be “living Lutheran.”  As the finishing touches are put on the website, church members and congregations are invited to complete questionnaires.  Go to www.livinglutheran.com for more information.   

ELCA Strengthens Malaria Work Through New, Focused Effort
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), announced Sept. 30 that the ELCA will maintain and build its commitment toward a comprehensive effort to contain and prevent malaria, while making some changes to the structure of the project.  The 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly authorized continued development of a campaign to respond to malaria.  The project, known as the "ELCA Malaria Campaign," has been "right-sized" for the current realities of the ELCA, the presiding bishop added.  Hanson noted there have been declines in mission support and other income sources to the ELCA.  Because of those financial realities, he said that ELCA churchwide leaders determined that it was not feasible to propose a $30 million Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) fundraising campaign to the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.  As a result the ELCA churchwide organization withdrew a grant proposal to the United Nations Foundation (UNF), ending the ELCA's involvement in the LMI partnership, Hanson said. The LMI was to be a partnership of the ELCA, Lutheran World Relief (LWR), The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the UNF.  The ELCA's withdrawal from the UNF grant process should not be seen as a reflection on the ELCA's working relationship with any of the other partners, Hanson said.  The 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly authorized "continued development" of the LMI with the other partners.  The assembly also requested that a report and recommendations for a "possible churchwide campaign" for the LMI be brought to the 2011 assembly.  In keeping with the spirit of the assembly action, the ELCA Malaria Campaign intends to engage with at least 10 companion churches in Africa to contain, prevent and treat malaria, Hanson said. The new ELCA initiative will build on work already done by companion churches in Africa and pilot synods of the ELCA, and it will carry forward much of the work done through the LMI, he said.  For now the ELCA churchwide organization will continue to develop the ELCA Malaria Campaign, and encourage prayer, advocacy, education and fundraising.  Some "pilot synods" of the ELCA will continue their work to develop the ELCA's malaria effort, Hanson said.  There are 10 pilot synods for 2010-2011.

Opportunity for Ministry at Muncy Prison

The Pennsylvania Prison Society, a non-profit organization dating to 1787, is looking for about 20 women to volunteer as mentors at Muncy Prison with their “Building Bridges-Second Chances Initiative.”  The mentors would help women transition to living a proper life back in their home communities (mostly in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh).  The mentor would begin meeting with a mentee about 9 – 12 months before her release, visit her twice per month in prison, and then follow-up with her for one year afterwards.  During the follow-up period, the mentor would help her mentee in connecting with resources, including faith communities, back home. The ability for a mentor to maintain healthy interpersonal boundaries is a must.  This is a great opportunity as we consider Jesus’ words of Matthew 25:36, “I was in prison and you visited me.”  For more information, please be in touch with Lisa Baird (a member of St. Michael’s Lutheran Church in Quiggleville), who is coordinating this program, or Pastor Karl-John Stone at the synod office.  Lisa’s contact information is: lbaird@prisonsociety.org; 570-447-2530.  Training will be provided for the volunteer mentors.  You may visit the Pennsylvania Prison Society website at www.prisonsociety.org.

Operation Thanks-Giving:  Sending Cards to ELCA Missionaries
In 2009, the "first annual" Operation Thanks-Giving proved to be a blessing for those who made cards, those who distributed the cards to ELCA missionaries, and the missionaries who received them!  Here's how to offer your "Thanks-Giving" this upcoming holiday season:

1. Make "thankful for you" greeting cards for ELCA (International) Missionaries.  They can be simple or elaborate, sentimental or silly. Send as many as you like. Sending 180 greetings would mean that every missionary household will receive one of your cards. Feel free to include an e-mail address; you may receive a "thanks for the thanks" note.

2. Mail these "random acts of appreciation" cards to:

ELCA Missionary Sponsorship (OT-G2), 8765 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631

***Cards will be mailed on November 10 and December 10 ***

3. Mail cards directly to specific missionaries (i.e., those you sponsor) and other service international personnel connected to you (e.g., members of your congregation serving in the military).

4. Your encouraging support is greatly appreciated!  Your sustaining support is also needed. 

Consider sending a gift for "ELCA Missionary Sponsorship" along with your cards.  Find stories and pictures at http://blogs.elca.org/handinhand; see the "Operation Thanks-Giving" category button on the left.   Share your OT-G2 stories and pictures with the Global Mission Support team: e-mail globalmissionsupport@elca.org or call 800-638-3522, ext. 2969.  Learn more about ELCA Missionary Sponsorship at http://www.elca.org/missionarysponsorship.

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 9, 2010:  Evangelism and Outreach Event
The Rev. Chi-Shih Chen (Chicago, IL) presents an all day workshop on Evangelism and Outreach for congregation members and rostered leaders from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the Washingtonville Lutheran Church, Washingtonville.  Cost is $30 per participant. Register by contacting the Rev. Melody Sell at pmsell@chilitech.net. Checks should be made payable to the "Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA" with Lay Ministry Institute noted on the memo line.   Pastor Chen was born in Taiwan and was a president of a corporation before coming vice president of American Express.  He’s now been a parish pastor at 50+ and brings a broad variety of experience to bear on the evangelistic effort. He has served as an advisor to the ELCA Church Council and is President of the Association of Asian and Pacific Islanders.
October 16, 2010:  Go Teach Event

The Upper Susquehanna Synod LEARN team has announced its first synod-wide event named “Go Teach.”  This event is for Christian Education teachers for all age groups as well as youth advisors.  There will be a keynote speaker, a local praise band and musician as well as small group workshops on elementary, youth, and adult Christian Education as well as Catechism.  This free event will be held on October 16, 2010, at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove, from 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  You are asked to bring a bag lunch; drinks and dessert will be provided.  Register with Howard Best no later than October 4, at sailor17702@yahoo.com.
The synod’s LEARN Team is a new group dedicated to providing support for the Christian Education and Youth Group activities within all the churches in the synod.  In addition to having events such as this autumn “Go Teach” event, the LEARN team will provide programming for churches that request their assistance.  Members of the LEARN team are interested Christian Education persons and the June 2009 class of Authorized Lay Catechists and are convened by Pastor Breen Sipes, Zion, Kratzerville.  More information including team members may be found on the synod’s website.  The team hopes participants to this event will network with other volunteers; gather ideas for your Christian Education curriculum\events; and receive training materials from Walk Along the Way bookstore and curriculum expert Sandy Grier.
October 16, 2010:  Women of the ELCA Peace Pole Service  

The Women of the ELCA will gather at the Upper Susquehanna Synod Office for their annual Peace Pole Service on October 16 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The theme will be “God’s work.  Our hands.” The presenter will be Sarah Hoyes.  The event happens rain or shine and a continental breakfast follows.  

October 16, 2010:  Muhlenberg Congregation Heritage Workshop
Want to learn about your church's connection to Henry Melchior Muhlenberg?  Willing to share information and your expertise with fellow Henry Melchior Muhlenberg enthusiasts? Would you like to explore the Muhlenberg archives? Then join us for an exciting day of discovery at the Muhlenberg Congregation Heritage Workshop.

WHEN: Saturday, October 16, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia

WHY: To bring together church historians, archivists, and history enthusiasts who want to discuss, explore, and examine the figure of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg as it relates to their church history. Enthusiasm and interest are the only qualifications. All are welcome.

WHAT: A day for learning through lecture, workshops, tours, and research.

COST:  FREE! Please pre-register for planning purposes at http://ltsp.edu/muhlenberg-heritageworkshop.

October 20, 2010:  Lecture “The Creation: An Appeal to Save Life on Earth” by E. O. Wilson 

E.O. Wilson, Harvard biologist and two-time Pulitzer Prize winner, will deliver the university’s Claritas Distinguished Science Lecture at 8:00 p.m. in Weber Chapel Auditorium at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove. His book, The Creation, is an appeal to preserve biodiversity written in the form of letters to a Christian pastor. Wilson has called for an alliance of science and religion, meeting on the common ground of saving creation. For more information, visit http://www.susqu.edu/arts/34351.asp.   This lecture is free and open to the public, and no tickets are required. This presentation relates to Susquehanna University’s theme for the 2010-2011 academic year: Sustainability.
October 22, 2010:  “Helper Hearers Hear: The Roles of Relevance and Rhetoric”

The Rev. Dr. Hank Langknecht presents a continuing education event for preachers, Friday, October 22, 2010, 1:00 to 4:30 p.m., Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 100 S. 3rd Street, Lewisburg, PA.  Cost:  $25 for registrations received by Oct. 8; $30 after Oct. 8.  One of the labels attached to the last two decades’ worth of homiletical research and writing is, “The Turn to the Hearer.” A major research project and scores of smaller efforts have sought to increase our understanding of how sermon audiences listen to (and hear) sermons and also to what preachers can do to make sermons more hear-able and memorable. In this workshop we will briefly review current research and then discuss two areas of possibility: relevance (managing the gap between “what needs to be said” and “what hearers are able and wanting to hear”) and rhetoric (attending to language and matters of sermon form and style).

Dr. Langknecht serves as Associate Professor of Homiletics and Christian Communication at Trinity Lutheran Seminary (ELCA) in Columbus, Ohio.  Click here to download a registration form.
October 23, 2010:  Lutheran Historical Society Fall Program

Lutheran Historical Society-Mid Atlantic’s 2010 Fall Program will be “A Life Engaged or L’Homme Engagé: Recovering Daniel A. Payne.”  The program will be presented by Rev. Dr. Nelson T. Strobert, Professor of Christian Education and Director of Multicultural Programs at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  A panel will also look at “Daniel Payne and the Continuing Issues of Racism.”  The event takes place on Saturday, October 23, 2010, from

9:30 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. at the Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter, 5513 York Road, Baltimore, MD.  To attend the program and lunch, please fill out a registration form and return before October 16 to Lee Knepp, P.O. Box 76, McClure, PA 17841.  More information is available at www.lhsmidatlantic.com 
October 25, 2010: LARC Day of Dialogue

The Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic Coordinating Committee will once again host the annual LARC Day of Dialogue on Monday, October 25, 2010, at the Cardinal Keeler Center, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA.  This year’s theme is “Telling the Christian Story in the 21st Century.”  The presenter will be Rev. Dr. Elias D. Mallon, a member of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement (Graymoor), who has been involved in the Roman Catholic/Christian-Muslim dialogue on the local, national and international level since 1985.  He’s also published several articles and two books on Islam.  The day begins with registration from 9:00- 9:30 a.m. and ends with a closing prayer by Upper Susquehanna Synod Bishop Robert L. Driesen at 3:00 p.m.  Cost is $20 and includes lunch.  To register, send in the registration form, posted here. 

October 30, 2010:  Stewardship in Trying Times Workshop

Biblical stewardship is a way of life.  It means belonging to God, letting God rule our lives, including being in charge of our activities, our time and our money. “Letting go and letting God lead” allows for the best possible outcome and takes anxiety out of our lives. When we know and practice what the Bible teaches about the care and stewardship of God’s creation and all God has provided for us, we find that everything works out better than we could have planned ourselves!  This free workshop will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 30, 2010, at Faith Lutheran Church, 2349 Old Turnpike Road, Lewisburg.  The workshop will:

1. Encourage participants to identify and talk about what economic and other stressors are affecting their congregations and them personally

2. Help participants understand stewardship in the light of letting God lead – and in ways you may have never thought of before - both personally and in your congregation

3. Provide unique and practical tools to help people learn about and deal with issues of stewardship of what God has given us - for use at home - and especially in the congregation (using the “Make It Simple” resource from ELCA)

For more information contact Rev. Karl-John Stone (karljohn@uss-elca.org) or Beth Yenchko (eyenchko@uss-elca.org) or call 570-524-9778.

November 4, 2010:  Retirement Workshop

“My Retirement MattersSM: Preparing for the future you want” is a free, values-based educational workshop. It will be offered at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, 10275 State Route 44, Watsontown, PA 17777, on November 4th, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. By the end of the workshop, you will clarify your retirement vision, review retirement trends, income and expenses, and identify steps you can take now.  The workshop will be presented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans representatives David Saul and Kyle Natter.  To register, Contact Holy Spirit Lutheran Church at (570) 649-5822. 

November 12-13, 2010 :  “Glocal” Mission Gathering
An event not just for pastors, but also teams of congregation members interested in pursuing outreach/mission work to the local and global community, the ELCA Glocal Mission Gathering nearest to our synod will take place on November 12 and 13 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Camp Hill.  This event will enhance your connections with the worldwide Lutheran family, give you practical skills for mission, lead you to discover how changes in the world are transforming the way churches like the ELCA proclaim and serve, inspire you toward inviting worship that includes global voices, and teach how to travel internationally in a way that is effective, sustainable, respectful, and cross-culturally sensitive. This event will have a workshop track centered in worship. Registration is $35 per person.  For more information and online registration, go to:
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Global-Mission/Engage-in-Global-Mission/Global-Events/Glocal-Mission-Gatherings.aspx.


November 13, 2010:  Luther Institute Lecture

The historic roots and contemporary role of social ministry, good works and help for those in need will be in the spotlight on November 13th when three leading voices present “Caring for the Other: Lutheranism’s Good Works” at a public seminar at Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, Virginia.   Carter Lindberg, Maria Erling and Jill Schumann will present the noble legacy of the Lutheran tradition in caring for people in need from the Reformation to the present day and forward. This event also marks the Wittenberg Award given to Robert Myers, the original designer of the social security system in the United States. The program, taking place at the Virginia Theological Seminary, is open to all advanced registrants (program and buffet luncheon included) at a cost of $25. Registration is available online or by mail at www.LutherInst.org. Questions may be directed to Paul Wangerin at director@Lutherinst.org or 202-547-5555. This event is cosponsored by the Luther Institute, Washington, D.C. and the Intersections Institute, a joint program of the Eastern Cluster of Lutheran Seminaries, www.IntersectionsInstitute.org. 

November 15 and 22, 2010:  Preaching Perspectives in USS

The Lay Ministry Institute of the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg present Strange Things in the Air:  The hot atmosphere of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  Both events will be held at the Evergreen Center at Camp Mount Luther, Mifflinburg.  The presenters will take an earthy and ecological look at the seasonal lectionary texts, connecting the hot atmosphere of the biblical texts to the hot atmosphere now.  On Monday, November 15, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., the Rev. Dr. Mark Radecke, Chaplain of Susquehanna University, will present.  On Monday, November 22, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., the Rev. Dr. Gil Waldkoenig, Professor of Church in Society at LTSG, will present.  You can register for one evening’s event for $20, or both events for $30.  Please register by November 10, 2010 with the synod office.  Checks may be made payable to: “Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA.” (Note:  These presentations are also being offered at LSTG on Thursday, November 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Register for that event through http://www.ltsg.edu.)
November 20, 2010:  LAMPa Event on Daily Bread Advocacy and Natural Gas Drilling

LAMPa invites you to a day of exploring how our citizen voices can multiply people's daily bread and effect other important issues related to care for creation.  The morning session will explore the general why’s and how’s – while the afternoon will be focused on the current issue of drilling in the Marcellus Shale. The cost is low to encourage participation from multiple PA synods.  Share this flyer with other advocates.  RSVP to LAMPa at lampa@lamp.org or 717-545-3500

January 2-7, 2011:  "Two-Way Street Retreat" for Young Adults

Young adults (age 18-30) from all over the East coast are gathering in Baltimore, MD for a week of service, January 2-7, 2011.  The "Two-Way Street Retreat" will help participants explore their faith and provide hands-on service each day.  This retreat is a great opportunity to consider real life struggles and opportunities for healing.  Some of the tough issues to consider together will include: homelessness, healing and health care, disabilities, additions, caring for the elderly, and neighborhood revitalization.  The event is hosted by Project Connect, who helps you figure out how God wants you to be involved in your world!  Cost is just $25.  Click here to download a brochure/registration form.
January 19, 2011:  Lecture “Sustaining the Commitment to Social Justice” by Dean Brackley

Dean Bracley will present the lecture in the Stretansky Concert Hall on the campus of Susquehanna University at 7:30 p.m.  After members of the Salvadoran military killed six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her daughter in 1989 at the University of Central America in San Salvador, Fr. Dean Brackley volunteered to take the place of one of the martyred Jesuits. He has taught at the Universidad Centroamericana in San Salvador ever since, and now serves as pastor of the university parish. Lecturing extensively in the U.S.A. and Europe, Brackley has done much to keep the memory of the martyrs of El Salvador alive and to continue their struggle for social justice.  This lecture is free and open to the public, and no tickets are required.  This presentation relates to Susquehanna University’s theme for the 2010-2011 academic year: Sustainability.
April 1-2, 2011:  Gathering in the East

Following the success of the first ELCA Youth Ministry Network's Extravaganza, there was a desire to bring something closer to the east coast. In March 1998, over 100 youth leaders in Regions 7, 8 and 9 assembled for the first Gathering in the East (GIE) in Lancaster, PA.  The GIE is for all adults serving in youth and family ministry settings; there is something for everyone - paid or volunteer, experienced or just starting, rostered or lay, in urban, suburban, or rural settings, working with children, youth, and/or young adults.  The Gathering in the East is committed to connecting, equipping and encouraging the people of God to serve boldly. The 2011 Planning Team has made a number of adjustments to the event reflecting the “table conversations" at the 2010 event. The main event will begin Friday evening and run through Saturday, with an option to add an In-Depth Workshop on Friday afternoon. It will be held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a large congregation located by the University of Delaware in Newark, convenient to hotels and restaurants. The event will continue to provide opportunities for worship, networking, and learning. We hope that you will invest in enriching your ministry to youth and families by taking advantage of this event.  For more information, visit their Facebook page as well as their website at http://www.GatheringInTheEast.org for costs, schedules and updates on workshops, hotels and restaurants.  You can also contact Robin Kunkel at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove.  Her phone number is 570-374-8444 or e-mail robin.kunkel@sharonlc.org.

MONTHLY FEATURES
The (W)holy, (W)holy, (W)holy:  Health, Healing and Wholeness Article and Nurse’s Notes are now being distributed as an attachment to this document.  You can access it at: http://www.uss-elca.org/news/currents
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