UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  October 11, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is November 1, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· Camp Mount Luther October 2011 Camel Tracks
NEWS AND NOTES
Flood Response Updates

· Big Day of Serving: The “Big Day of Serving” events will be going forward on three Saturdays in October—the 15th, 22nd, and 29th.  Registrations and inquiries with Group Mission Trips have already started to come in for these dates.  To register your group for October 15, 22, or 29 go to http://www.thebigdayofserving.com/locations/fall-2011/bloomsburg,-pa. Also, check out the synod website for more information about these events.  Agape Ministry is identifying work sites in Columbia County for the volunteers.  The needs of those recovering from the flood are always shifting.  The greatest needs identified at this time for the October 15th event are re-sanitizing homes, and listening to people’s flood stories.  We are also working to identify other needs.  Most homes are not dry enough to begin rebuilding at this time.  If you know of someone in Columbia County who could use volunteer help in recovering from the flooding, please contact Agape Ministry in Bloomsburg at (570) 317-2210.
· Kitchen Help Needed:  St. John’s, Espy, remains in the middle of one of the hardest hit neighborhoods from the recent flooding in the Bloomsburg area.  The church has also been serving a vital ministry to the community since the flood waters receded, particularly in providing three meals a day for flood victims, clean-up and work crews, and anyone else who needs a meal or a place to connect with their neighbors.  The need to provide meals will remain for the foreseeable future.  The churches of our synod are blessed with many good cooks.  If your church might be able to provide some kitchen help, such as cooking or bringing and serving a meal, it would be a great contribution to the flood relief effort.  Also, being present to eat with folks who have had their lives turned upside down can be a great way to minister to our neighbors in need.  For more information, please call Merrill Smith on her cell phone at (570) 205-9284.

· Appliances Needed:  Major appliances are needed in good working order for flood victims.  Especially needed are   refrigerators, washers, and dryers.  Please contact Mike McCay at St. Luke Lutheran Church, Bloomsburg, at 570-317-5418 or mccay4@gmail.com if you have such an item to donate to a flood victim.
· Work Teams Still Needed:  If you are still interested in going to the Bloomsburg area to help, or bring a work team, Mike McCay of St. Luke, Bloomsburg, will be a contact person to help you find work.  Please read what is needed below:
· Each team needs a leader who can be the contact person/coordinator. 

· Each rebuilding/construction team needs to have at least one skilled member who can supervise/direct work.  

· The leader needs to contact Mike regarding numbers, dates, and type of work they can do. 

· He will coordinate jobs to be done, necessary materials, etc. before you arrive.  

· If you will be staying over, Mike needs numbers and specifics to arrange housing.  

· Meals can be arranged. 

· Best way to contact Mike is e-mail mccay4@gmail.com.  You can also call his cell phone at 570-317-5418.
Changing Boards into Books: 2012 Re-Roofing Project in Liberia

In early 2012, the Upper Susquehanna Synod plans to send another volunteer mission team to Liberia. Its task will be two-fold: re-roofing and general renovation of faculty and staff houses on the campus of the Lutheran Training Institute [LTI] and, secondly, upgrading the vocational skills of the Liberian teachers on the LTI faculty.  LTI is a vocational and academic school of the Lutheran Church in Liberia (a companion church of the USS).  Bishop Harris of the LCL has asked for our synod's support in rebuilding roofs of campus buildings that were damaged during Liberia's civil war of 1989-2003.  For more information:

· Further details: http://www.uss-elca.org/an-appeal-for-help-in-liberia 
· How Can You Help? (PDF): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/How-can-you-help.LTI-roof..pdf 
· 2012 LTI Re-roofing Project bulletin insert (PDF): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/2012-LTI-roof-project.bulletin-insert.pdf 
 

The Upper Susquehanna Synod's Liberia Companion Synod Committee recently received word that a matching gift of $12,500 has been offered by an anonymous donor in support of the re-roofing project.  A total of $2,100 in designated gifts has already been received, and donations will be accepted through early 2012.  Please help our synod make the most of these generous matching gifts by considering a special offering or fundraiser in your congregation.  Contributions may be sent to the synod office: "Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA" (memo: Liberia Re-roofing Project); PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.

“Christmas at Sea” Gift Bags for Seafarers

The USS Global Mission Committee is encouraging congregations of this synod to join together in collecting "Christmas-at-Sea" Gift Bags for seafarers this December through the Seafarers and International House (SIH) in New York City (http://www.sihnyc.org/). SIH port chaplains in 2010 visited 1,517 ships in port from Providence to Philadelphia, distributing 5,750 gift bags to crewmen of many nationalities.  Each gift bag should contain one sweatshirt (L-XL), three pairs of socks, one casual t-shirt (M-L), one knit heavy winter cap, one can of nuts or bar of chocolate, and a personalized Christmas card from you!  Sturdy, imprinted plastic bags for this project are available at the synod office in Lewisburg.  Filled sacks should be brought to the synod office by November 28 (the Monday after Thanksgiving) so that they may be transported to NYC in time for distributing them.  Thank you for taking part in this ministry to some of the hardworking, lonely freighter crews who are responsible for 90% of the world's trade via merchant ships.

A Gift for the Person Who Has Everything

Here are two great options this Christmas for gifts for people who already have so much…

· ELCA Good Gifts: Instead of a traditional gift, consider making a donation in someone’s honor, and then sending them a World Hunger card to let them know of the gift. You can feel good about giving a gift that honors the person, they can appreciate the meaningful work behind the gift, and someone in Iowa or Indonesia (or anywhere in between) will benefit because of it.  A full range of prices and options are available, and the Good Gifts website makes it easy to order free gift cards to announce your gift, or send an eCard directly to your gift recipient.  For more information: https://community.elca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=607 
· Carol Main Scholarship Fund: This Fund, created in 2007 to honor Mrs. Carol Main, wife of USS Bishop Emeritus A. Donald Main, funds scholarships for spouses of Liberian Lutheran clergy seeking educational opportunities to better themselves, their families, and their communities.  The Fund currently supports two Liberian women pursuing their goals.  Contributions of any size are appreciated, and donors of $10 or more receive a gift enclosure card describing the fund, suitable for including in a Christmas or other occasion card.  (Please indicate your preference for a Christmas or “plain” gift enclosure card.)  Make checks payable to “Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA” (memo: Main Scholarship), PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.

Volunteer Prison Ministry Mentors Meet Monthly for Support and Information Sharing 

Every month, a gathering takes place in Williamsport for six to seven Mentors for women prisoners at the SCI Muncy prison who are waiting for someone to coach them as they transition back into society. The mentors share the experiences they have had with their mentees and tips on being a better Mentor. Volunteer mentors are still needed. Time and qualifications needed: A monthly visit of one hour is the average time a mentor spends with the mentee. Qualifications include being able to share your own life experience, a good listening ear, and compassion for and desire to help prisoners who want to make a new start. For information contact Lisa Baird of St. Michaels Lutheran Church, Quiggleville, the case worker/Building Bridges Representative for the Pennsylvania Prison Society at 570-447-2530 (cell) or lbaird@prisonsociety.org 

News from Mission Investment Fund

The Mission Investment Fund (MIF), ELCA, continues to offer good investment opportunities for a great purpose.  A one-year, fixed rate term deposit is currently offering a 1.29 percent rate of return.  The minimum investment is $100.   While the money is invested with MIF it will be used to create mortgages, fund new mission starts, and create new ministries.  Existing congregations may also apply for loans to renovate their building or refinance an existing debt.  For more information about investments, loans, or to seek the services of an ELCA building consultant, contact Pr. Mark Wimmer at  267-203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.org 

WORTH REPEATING
Updates on Synod Assembly Memorials

The 2011 Churchwide Assembly received two memorials from assemblies of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. The first, adopted by our assembly in 2010, asked that the Churchwide Assembly “devise and implement a plan to encourage all of the congregations of the ELCA to exhort one another to obedience to Christ’s command [“to do this in remembrance of me”] to the desirable end that all congregations share in Holy Communion weekly by Reformation Sunday in 2012.”  The Reference and Counsel Committee of the Churchwide Assembly urged the assembly to receive this memorial with gratitude, and to refer the memorial to the Congregational and Synodical Mission unit in consultation with the Conference of Bishops for consideration of actions that will promote more frequent reception of Holy Communion by ELCA members and weekly observance of Holy Communion as the primary worship service of each ELCA congregation.” This recommendation of the Committee of Reference and Counsel was adopted (930-50) along with its recommendations regarding a number of other memorials in an en bloc motion. 

The 2011 Assembly of the Upper Susquehanna Synod adopted a memorial similar to that of a number of other synods “to make known to all the congregations and clergy of the ELCA the concerns of the retired clergy regarding …deductions [to the Participating Annuity and Bridge Fund by the Board of Pensions] and to encourage synods, congregations, and individuals to give generously to the ELCA Special Needs Retirement Fund.” The Committee of Reference and Counsel in response to these memorials urged the Churchwide Assembly to “acknowledge the commitment of this church for a ‘special fund for pastors in situations of low compensation, and for pensioners who are receiving at or near the minimum pension…’” and “to encourage continued gifts.” This recommendation was in the same en bloc mention as this synod’s memorial related to Holy Communion. As a result, this recommendation also was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly in a 930-50 vote.  

Synod Director of Evangelical Mission Working with Upstate New York, Too

As a result of the resignation of the previous Director for Evangelical Mission (D.E.M.) for the Upstate New York Synod, Elizabeth Yenchko has been appointed as the Interim D.E.M. for that synod until December 31, 2011, on a half-time basis. So for the next few months, Beth will be spending alternating two-week periods between the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the Upstate New York Synod with offices in Syracuse.  Feel free to call or write to her anytime with ideas, concerns and needs, regardless of her geographic location at that time! Her contact information is:  

(Cell) 717-579-3845 or e-mail eyenchko@uss-elca.org. 

Save the Date

The Synod Youth Retreat at Camp Mount Luther will be February 3-4.  All youth in 6-12 grade and their youth leaders are invited to attend.  More details will be available this fall.  Contact Pastor Patrick Sipes at sgtmuddy@gmail.com with questions.

Critical Thinking and Listening Skills for Church Lay and Clergy Leaders
Wouldn't it be helpful to have someone to talk with about your ministry or other life activities to help you reflect on what you needed to do, to encourage you, and to keep you accountable as you try new ideas?  Could a team or committee of which you are a member benefit from a better understanding of how the members' gifts fit together and complement each other?  Could groups you work with benefit from practicing critical thinking and listening skills?  The discipline of coaching focuses on all of these goals and is practiced in pairs, triads, or within groups.  For more information, contact USS Director for Evangelical Mission Beth Yenchko at 717-579-3845 or eyenchko@uss-elca.org.  

Resources for Building Youth Groups

Camp Mount Luther is engaging in a new initiative of resources and programs to help build youth groups.  A page of resources is now on their website under “programs.”  Click here for more: http://www.campmountluther.org/program/buildingyg.php
UPCOMING EVENTS

October 15, 2011:  Peace Pole Service

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization will sponsor their annual Peace Pole Service on October 15, 2011, at the synod office.  The theme will be “Rebuilding Through Faith,” and the guest speaker is Pastor Jill Seagle.  It will start at 9:00 a.m. (rain or shine) and a continental breakfast will be provided after the service.  If there is sunshine, the service will be outdoors and you should bring a lawn chair.  
October 19, 2011:  Susquehanna University Institute for Lifelong Learning Speech

Susquehanna University’s Institute For Lifelong Learning (IFLL) began its 22nd year on October 5, 2011.  The Institute was founded to provide an opportunity for anyone wishing to continue an active intellectual and social life.  Its membership is open to all interested persons but has had its greatest appeal over the years within the retired community of the Central Susquehanna Valley.  

Every year a series of eleven speakers and programs covering a wide range of topics and interests is scheduled, beginning in October and running through April.  Each program is followed by an optional luncheon held in the University’s meeting/dining rooms.  The IFLL meets at 11 a.m. on the first and third Wednesday of each month in the Degenstein Center Theater.  Membership information can be obtained by calling 570-372-4354.

 

October 19 - Our speaker will be Dennis Wolfe, teacher and photographer.  He has turned a long-time passion for photography and a brilliant eye for the uniqueness of everyday life in small Pennsylvania towns, into a collection of remarkable photographs and a soon-to-be published book.

 

November 2 - Dr. Karen Kauffman will present the first November program.  She is Chair of the Department of Family and Community Health of the University of Maryland’s School of Nursing.  Dr. Kauffman is a nationally recognized authority on topics related to aging and gerontology.  This is her second presentation to the IFLL.

 

November 16 - This day’s speaker will be Ms. Barbara Jarmoska, who lives in the  Loyalsock Creek valley, east of Williamsport.  She will discuss the effects of the search for and the drilling of natural gas from the Marcellus Shale deposits in Pennsylvania.

 

December 7 - This day’s program has certainly become one of the most popular features.  One half of the program consists of vocal music presented by students of SU Choral director Dr. Rodney Caldwell.  The other half is a program of piano music which will be played by Dr. Naomi Niskala of the University.

October 24, 2011:  LARC Day of Dialogue
Dr. Bruce Chilton, Episcopal Priest and internationally renowned New Testament scholar, author, and professor at Bard College, will be the presenter for the annual LARC Day of Dialogue in Central Pennsylvania.  The meeting will be held on October 24, 2011, at the Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  Chilton will be speaking on the history and background of the Middle East peace process and the efforts of Lutherans, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics in regard to the peace process.  Here is a registration form for the event: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/updated-LARC-2011-brochure-registration-2.pdf. 
October 25, 2011:  Centennial Celebration of the PA Council of Churches

This event will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Camp Hill, and focus on the topic “Grateful Past—Bold Future: Meeting God in the Winds of Change.”  The schedule will be as follows:

1:30-3:30 p.m.- Ecumenical Forum with the Rev Dr. Michael Kinnamon (General Secretary, National Council of Churches) on “The Future of Conciliar Ecumenism”

4:00-5:30 p.m.- Service of Prayer and Thanksgiving, with reflections on Council’s past, present, and future. Sermon by Dr. Kinnamon

5:30 p.m.- Reception with greetings and introductions of special guests

To help better plan for the event, please let them know if you plan to attend any or all of the day’s public events. Send an email to pcc@pachurches.org with “celebration” in the subject line; give your name, address, and how many will be attending!

November 5, 2011:  Annual Fair Trade Fair in Bloomsburg

From 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., St. Matthew, Bloomsburg, will host its 2nd Annual Fair Trade Fair.  Proceeds will benefit Lutheran World Relief, AGAPE of Bloomsburg, and global artisans and farmers.  A wide variety of artisan handcrafts plus Equal Exchange coffee, tea, and chocolate are featured.  There are many new items including handicrafts from Haiti and Nepal, Extra Virgin Olive Oil from Palestine, and Drinking Chocolate made with roasted organic cacao beans from small-scale farmers in the Dominican Republic and Peru.  All of the products are fairly traded and handmade by artisans and farmers from 35 countries around the world.   Fair Trade is a system that helps people improve their lives and work their way out of poverty by making sure they get paid fairly for their labor and are treated with respect.

November 5, 2011:  Annual Fair Trade Fair and Bake Sale in West Milton

United In Christ, West Milton, is holding a Fair Trade Fair and Bake Sale on November 5, 2011.  The fair will be from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the church, located on Churches Road, 2 ½ miles west of West Milton.  They’ll have over $3,000 worth of merchandise to display and sell.  Catalogs will also be available to view if you wish to place an order.  Fair Trade Fairs are held in conjunction with SERVV International and Lutheran World Relief.  Products are made in many countries and are sold to help the artisans achieve a sustainable life for their families.  In supporting the Fair Trade Fair, you support many of our brothers and sisters who we will never meet, helping them to live a life that in our own society would be unimaginable; but, for them, is a step up.  This is an excellent way to do some of your Christmas shopping while helping others.  For further information about the fair, please call the church office at (570) 568-2254.

November 6, 2011:  Veteran’s Day Concert

The Susquehanna Valley Youth Chorale presents a commemorative patriotic Veterans Day Youth Benefit Concert Sunday, November 6, 2011, at 3:00 p.m. at the Milton Area High School Auditorium. Honoring veterans, military personnel, and their families, and financially supporting programs for children of deployed military and Wounded Warriors, the concert also features choral groups from Milton, Lewisburg, Mifflinburg, and Selinsgrove High Schools. To support this effort and to purchase tickets, go to www.svcmusic.org, or call 570-547-0455.  Don’t miss this gala musical event by youth helping youth!

November 12, 2011:  Thrivent Leadership Event

Thrivent Financial of the Pennsylvania Region is hosting a complimentary leadership event for professionals on Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. at Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA.  Invitations will be mailed to churches in early October.  For more information, visit http://LeadingFromWithinPA2011.eventbrite.com/ 

November 18-20, 2011:  X-Teen Fall Conference

“Pray Boldly” is the theme for this year’s X-Teen Fall Conference, sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania.  It will be a weekend of prayer for teens and a hands-on event for understanding the mysteries beyond and behind our prayers.  This event is being held at Camp Mount Luther, beginning on Friday, November 18, at 6:00 p.m.  It will end on Sunday, November 20, at 1:30 in the afternoon.  All senior high teens and friends are invited.  While this is being planned by the Episcopal Diocese, this event is in partnership with Camp Mount Luther as part of our joint senior high camping partnership.  Lutheran youth and their friends are welcome!  Cost for the weekend is $125.00.  Partial scholarships are available through the Camp Mount Luther office by contracting Chad Hershberger at chad@campmountluther.org.  Registration deadline is November 12 and registration is through the Episcopal Diocese of Central PA office.  For additional information:

· Click here for a brochure: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Fall-X-Teen-Registration-Brochure2.doc 
· Click here for medical/covenant form: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Medical-emergency-and-covenant-form-fall-X-teen-2011.doc
· Click here for schedule of upcoming Diocesan events (many held in conjunction with Camp Mount Luther): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Diocese-of-Central-PA-Youth-Committee-events-2011-2012.doc 
November 19, 2011:  Evangelism Workshop
The Upper Susquehanna Synod will sponsor an Evangelism Workshop with Pastor Jake Jacobson, Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northwest PA Synod, on Saturday, November 19, 2011.  The session, called “Front Porchin’” will look at how easy evangelism is—it’s about sharing a story.  It is your story and God’s story shared with another.  Evangelism is sharing what God in Christ has done in your life.  We don’t even have to go out looking to evangelize-- God provides us with all the places to do this sharing without ever having to go knock on a stranger’s door.  God gives us natural front porches where we live, work, and play.  There, God introduces us to others, and sits with us as we share our lives, our stories and the Christ within us with those who regularly gather there with us.  How do we best utilize the front porches God calls us into or onto?  What is our role in this process?  How do we repair our damaged or dis-used porches?  Front Porchin’ is a simple process that helps congregations and individuals reassess their gifts and sharpen their skills for sharing the good news with others (both inside and outside the community of faith).  For a flyer and registration form, click here: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/11-19-2011-front-porchin-evangelism-flier2.doc.  

January 4-8, 2012:  Shining In, Shining Out

Project Connect, an initiative of the Eastern Cluster of Lutheran Seminaries, is sponsoring “Shining In, Shining Out” in New York City.  The event is a service learning vocational discernment retreat for young adults between the ages of 18-30.  It will be held in the heart of Manhattan.  For more information, click here for a flier and registration form: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/NYNY-brochure.pdf 
February 9-12, 2012:  ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who work with youth in congregations of the ELCA for the premier renewal, education and networking event of our church. It is for the volunteer and the professional. It is for the old and the young. It is for the urban, the suburban and the rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all who share in the adventure we call youth and family ministry.  The Extravaganza is a great opportunity to go to workshops, large group sessions, worship and network with other youth ministry leaders in the United States. Those of you going to the Youth Gathering will have your hotel assignments by then and if attending the Extravaganza will have an opportunity to become familiar with New Orleans and where your hotel is located. Visit the website for more details about travel discounts and other elements of the event. Talk to a neighboring youth leader and share a hotel room to cut down on expenses. It truly is an event you shouldn't miss.  For more information, visit www.elcaymnet.org.
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