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Lutheran Planned Giving Member Ministries





Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries


Allegheny Synod


Bear Creek Camp


Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania


Camp Mount Luther


Camp Sequanota


Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries


ELCA


Gettysburg College


Gettysburg Seminary


Lower Susquehanna Synod


Lutheran Social Services of South Central Pennsylvania


Lutheran Campus Ministry at Penn State


Lutheran Congregation Services, Inc.


LUTHERCARE


Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod


Philadelphia Seminary


Susquehanna University


Upper Susquehanna Synod











The Gift That Keeps on Giving


	The Rev. Dr. Martin and Katie Luther (names changed to protect the privacy of the donors) are very generous people.  This year the Luthers donated $1,000 to support the youth group in their church who are preparing to attend the National Youth Gathering next year.  The Luthers also gave $3,500 to their church to help pay off the mortgage.  They made numerous gifts beyond their church including a generous gift to Gettysburg Seminary, World Hunger, ELCA Disaster Response, and Susquehanna University.


	The most amazing thing about Martin and Katie is that they have been deceased for 9 years.  Martin died in 1999 and Katie died in 2002.  However, because they made careful preparations with their estate to provide for charitable gifts, they can still make gifts to their favorite ministries and will continue to make gifts in the future.


	So what did they do?  About fourteen years ago Martin and Katie visited with a financial planner to make sure their estate was in order.  They wanted to provide for each other as they grew older, provide for their children and grandchildren when Martin and Katie were no longer living, and provide for those charities they supported and were important to them while they were living.


Before they met with their financial advisors, the Luthers met with a ELCA Foundation charitable gift planner to see what gifting was possible with the assets they had.  The gift planner suggested that they talk to their financial planner about establishing a Donor Advised Fund that would eventually become a Memorial Endowment Fund.  The financial adviser agreed that this was a great idea.  The Donor Advised Fund was established with the ELCA Foundation for $25,000 ($10,000 minimum) and the Luthers, while they were alive, advised the Foundation each year where the distribution should go.  They also asked friends and family not to give them any gifts for Christmas, birthdays, etc. but to make donations to the fund.  The donations were tax deductible to the donors.  The fund was so arranged that upon Katie’s death, it became a permanent endowment.  They also arranged for a large bequest from their estate to augment the endowment fund.


The Martin and Katharine Luther Memorial Endowment Fund is a reminder of the faith and commitment of Martin and Katie as they continue to support the mission and ministry of the Church.


	To learn more about using a Donor Advised Fund or Memorial Endowment Fund or other ways to make gifts to your congregation and ELCA ministries, please call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office 570-374-2044.








This information is provided for educational purposes only and should not be considered professional tax or legal advice.  Please consult with your tax or legal professional about your specific situation.

