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A note from the Editor:

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please send an email to <news@uss-elca.org> with your name, congregation name, and town, and the information.  

The next edition of Currents is planned for December 15, 2009, with a publication deadline of December 10, 2009.  

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE
Applications available for Fiscal Year 2011 Small Church Grants and Internship Grants

Every year, the Upper Susquehanna Synod makes grant money available to support the ministry of congregations, including internship sites.  Congregations may request up to $3,000 for Small Church Grants.  Internship grants do not have a limit for the amount requested.  Applications are due by January 31, 2010, for grants to be received in fiscal year 2011.  Grants are subject to approval by the Small Church-Outreach Committee, Synod Council, and Synod Assembly.  For more information, or to request an application and qualification guidelines, please contact Pastor Karl-John Stone (570-524-9778; karljohn@uss-elca.org).

Organist Wanted

United in Christ Lutheran Church, West Milton, is seeking an Organist.  For more information, contact Pastor Catrina Ciccone at (570) 568-2254.

November News from Camp Mount Luther
· The Camp Mount Luther Benefit Auction was held on Saturday, October 31, 2009, with $3,000 raised to help pay off the Evergreen Center debt. Thanks to everyone who donated items and attended this event. 

· The camp board recently elected officers for 2009-2010.  Re-elected to a one-year term as president was Christopher Sands of Lewisburg.  Elected to another term as vice president was Rev. James Park Bricker of Mifflintown.  Rev. Barbara Jeanne Collins of Potts Grove was re-elected secretary of the board while Rev. Gary Roth of Lewistown was re-elected as treasurer.  

· Also during that meeting, the board adopted a budget for 2010 and heard a report from Chad Hershberger, Executive Director, on planning for next summer’s programs at the camp.  A task force met in late September to work on creating new programs and schedules for next summer.  The board spent considerable time reviewing the current economic climate and how that will affect the camp’s operations.  In addition, revisions were made to the camp’s personnel policies.  The board will meet again in a retreat setting in January. 

· Chad Hershberger and Chris Sands represented the camp at the annual ELCA Outdoor Ministries Conference held in November in Texas.  This year’s theme was “Don’t Fence Me In:  Outdoor Ministry on the Open Range.”  

 

Summer 2010 Camp Mount Luther Leadership Staff Applications Now Being Accepted

Camp Mount Luther is now accepting applications for 2010 Summer Ministry Team Leadership Staff.  Successful candidates possess strong leadership and teamwork skills as well as a desire to live and work in the outdoors.  Prayerfully consider if you would like to join us for a summer of witness and spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Chad Hershberger, Executive Director, says, “If you feel that the Spirit is calling you to be at Mount Luther in these positions, please apply.   It’s important to remember we are not looking for people to just fill ‘jobs’ or be part of a group of people who work together.  We’re looking for folks who will be ministers with us, spreading God’s love and the good news of Jesus Christ.  We’re looking for individuals who will be part of a cohesive Christian community, sharing their joys and sorrows, supporting and uplifting one another.  We are looking for individuals who can put the needs of themselves behind the needs of others.  And, most importantly, we are looking for people who are committed to their calling, not just to come to camp for socialization or relaxation.”

Those who have never worked at Mount Luther before should fill out an application.  Those who previously worked at Mount Luther should fill out a reapplication form.  These forms can be found at http://www.campmountluther.org.  If you have questions, please contact Executive Director Chad Hershberger at (570) 922-1587.  Applications are being accepted for the following positions and will be filled when a suitable candidate is identified:  

 

1.  Assistant Director- administers the summer camp program along with the executive director; leads nature activities with each group each week; involved in scheduling and programming of weekly events.  

 

2.  Chaplain to the Staff- responsible for the spiritual well-being of the summer ministry team; leads staff worships and Bible studies; provides pastoral care as needed.  

 

3.  Craft Director- responsible for the craft program including leading craft sessions for each group; provides general staff support as needed; this year will serve as our camp store manager. 

 

4.  Head Lifeguard/Counselor- responsible for the aquatics program including lifeguarding during water activity times; takes care of the maintenance of the pool facility; serves as a support counselor when needed.  

“Mutual Ministry Handbook” Now Online

What IS mutual ministry, anyway?  And why should our congregation have a committee to attend to it?  You may THINK you know, but even YOU may learn something from the new "Mutual Ministry Handbook."   It was created by the Healthy Congregations Task Force of the Upper Susquehanna Synod and is now available online.  This resource presents a way of approaching the congregation's ministry together, providing tools for a committee to use in assessing their congregation's strengths and growing edges.  It even offers suggestions for beginning a Mutual Ministry Committee if none exists in the congregation or if your previous committee had a different focus.  Explore the "Mutual Ministry Handbook" at http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/Mutual-Ministry-Handbook-10-02-091.doc. 

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Donor Advised Funds allow you to make a gift today and help determine ministry recipients now and in the future.  The Donor Advised Fund could eventually become a permanent endowment fund.  For more information call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at http://www.elca.org/fo.

November News from the Mission Investment Fund (MIF)
From November 1, 2009, through April 15, 2010, purchase a new Mission Investment Fund fixed-rate IRA - and earn an extra .50% over the rate in effect at the time of purchase for the full term of the investment. All it takes is a minimum $100 investment in a MissionTermSelect fixed-rate IRA or $250,000 in a MissionTermSelectGrand fixed-rate IRA. When you invest in the Mission Investment Fund, you get more than a great rate. You also help build your church. We use the money you invest to make loans to ELCA congregations and related ministries for building and renovation projects. For more information contact area representative:  Pr. Mark Wimmer, 267-203-1137, mark.wimmer@elca.org or visit the MIF IRA center at: http://www.elca.org/mif
Lutheran Music Program Announces the 2010 Lutheran Summer Music Academy

The 2010 Lutheran Summer Music Academy (LSM) will take place June 20 to July 18, 2010, on the campus of Luther College in Decorah, Iowa.  More than 150 young people from throughout the U.S. come together each summer for this rigorous musical study and performance program in a supportive environment. LSM seeks to foster musical excellence in a caring community for high school band, orchestra, choral, and keyboard students from all faith backgrounds. LSM offers a unique opportunity for congregations to join in its core commitment to strengthening and expanding the church’s heritage of excellence in music with the Young Musicians Partnership (YMP). To ignite the spark in young people that will lead to more refined musical skills, conscious connection between music and worship, and motivation to share their gifts within the church, congregations are encouraged to provide local scholarships toward attending the Academy. LSM responds to the scholarship by extending a 33% match and a 10% tuition discount, completing the circle of support for gifted young musicians to grow musically and spiritually. In 2009, 50 students came to the Academy from partnering congregations. To join the YMP, contact Admissions Director Susan Olstad toll free at 888-635-6583 or via email at solstad@lutheransummermusic.org.  LSM is committed to making LSM accessible to all interested, qualified students.  In 2009, 80% of students received some form of fee reduction including need-based financial aid, merit-based scholarships, church and community grants, and transportation grants for students traveling long distances.  Over 80 students have already applied for the 2010 Academy.  Students are accepted on a rolling basis, so interested youth are encouraged to apply online soon. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Preaching Perspectives in USS:  November 21, 2009
The Lay Ministry Institute of the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg present "Preaching Perspectives: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany" at the Buffalo Valley Common, Lewisburg (across Reitz Blvd. from synod office).  On Saturday, November 21, from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., the Rev. Miriam Nicholson, Pastor, Messiah Lutheran Church, Elliotsburg, PA, and a Biblical Storyteller will speak.  These two continuing education events offer valuable insights and resources for the task of preaching.  Each presenter engages the biblical texts from the perspective of his or her particular discipline. Register for one event for $20, or both events for $30. Contact the synod office (secretary@uss-elca.org, 570-524-9778) to register.

Healing Service for Rostered Leaders and Their Families:  November 30, 2009 

A Eucharistic Service for Healing will be held for USS rostered leaders and their families in the boardroom at the synod office in Lewisburg (Reitz Blvd. and Route 192) at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 30.  Prayers for healing, of course, encompass more than just physical healing, and everyone is welcome to attend.  This service is provided by the synod’s Spirituality Task Force.

Discernment Retreat at Kure Beach, North Carolina:  December 21-23, 2009

Project Connect and Agapé-Kure Beach Ministries are sponsoring a discernment retreat for young adults right before Christmas.  The retreat will explore questions such as the following:  What are your gifts?  What brings you great gladness?  How is God calling you to use those gifts in this world?  Enjoy fellowship, worship, food, the sound of the surf, and, of course, time on the beach!  The event is FREE! (There’s a $10 registration fee that is refundable at the event). All meals and lodging are included, but bring your own linens or sleeping bag. For more information or to sign up, please contact Alissa at (919) 552-9421 or via email at program@agapekurebeach.org.

Winter-Break Retreat for Young Adults:  January 3-10, 2010

The ELCA's Project Connect presents "Two-Way Street Retreat," a Winter-Break Retreat for Young Adults age 18-30, in Baltimore, MD, January 3-10, 2010.  Young adults from all over the East Coast are gathering in Baltimore for a week of service.  Explore the ecology of public ministry through the church in tangible ways.  Make lots of friends and meet a variety of people engaged in real life public ministry!  Cost is $25...no joke!  For registration/brochure, go to www.projectconnect.org. 

Discernment Retreat at Calumet in West Ossipee, NH:  January 15-18, 2010

You are asking... and God is calling! Is now the time to talk with church leaders and others like you who are wondering where this journey is leading?  Are you thinking about how your gifts might best be used?  Are you ready to explore your thoughts about God’s call to service in our church and in the world?  Join us for a weekend of exploration, prayer, and conversation January 15-18 at Calumet.  The retreat begins Friday evening with registration between 6:30-8:00 p.m. and ends with lunch on Monday.  This retreat is for young adults aged 18-35.  We’ll have discussions about vocation and discernment. There will be Bible Studies and talks about leadership skills. There will be time for skiing, walking outdoors, snow tubing, napping, reading, geocaching, basket weaving, and knitting. There will be laughs, new friends, and good times!  To register please, contact Project Connect at don@projectconnect.org. Registration deadline is January 1. The fee is $100. However, if you are between the ages of 18 and 30, Project Connect will pay your fee.  
“Gathering in the East” Youth Leaders’ Conference:  April 16-18, 2010

The Gathering in the East (a.k.a. GIE) is the premier ELCA East Coast children and youth worker's event and convention dedicated to training, renewal, and networking. It will be held on April 16-18, 2010, at the Holiday Inn Harrisburg East.  This annual event will take place in 2010 in our own backyard…a great opportunity for USS youth leaders!  For further information, visit the Gathering in the East's website at http://www.gatheringintheeast.org.  Online registration will be available in November 2009. Invest your time in a weekend filled with workshops, speakers, music, and networking with fellow colleagues who are called and challenged by God to minister to youth and their families. Early registration will begin December 2009. The Upper Susquehanna Synod contact person is Robin Kunkel at Sharon Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove, 570-374-8444.

Dori Baker will be the Keynote speaker, talking about vocation and calling. Jay Gamelin is the musician who will lead workshops on Post Modernism and the changing church. Dr. Rick Carlson will be back to discuss the Book of Faith. Sandy Grier will give good advice on choosing curriculums as well as selling materials at Along the Way Bookstore. Naomi Carriker will give insight on Children and Youth with special needs. The planning team members will lead YM 101 and 201, an open discussion on practical and spiritual practices with youth and what if situations...all questions are welcome. Ed Hartman will impart his computer knowledge of Facebook and how to use it in your ministry. He will also offer a Facebook for beginners workshop. 

MONTHLY FEATURES
(W)holy, (W)holy, (W)holy:  Health, Healing and Wholeness Article for December 2009

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11)

Here we are, once again, in the season of gift giving.  For some, Christmas may be a little different this year, because economics have shaped the way we celebrate.  Many have found it necessary to limit the amount of money spent on gifts to loved ones; some may have eliminated gift giving altogether.  Some may be finding themselves celebrating at home vs. traveling by car or plane to loved ones in other states.  This is not a bad thing!  Perhaps it is time that we give more deliberate time and thought toward celebrating the season more simply, for when we don’t make the connection between Christ and our gift-giving, Santa becomes the spirit of Christmas.

Throughout the past month, I’ve been gathering a few non-traditional ideas for gift-giving this Christmas, and I would like to share them with you.

· Instead of putting them away or tossing them, keep cards and well wishes in a small basket where they can be savored throughout the year.  Meditate on the words announcing the coming of the greatest gift that has ever been given.

· Instead of buying gifts, make donations to your local United Way or charity/charities that are significant in the lives of your loved ones.  Mother Teresa once said, “It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you …Yes it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer your hand.”  These gifts keep on giving long after the garland and tinsel are put away!
· Give handmade gifts this year.  
· Give your children a Shepherd’s pouch – a simple drawstring bag – in which to collect loose change throughout the month – use the money to purchase a gift for someone in need.  Worship together before setting out to do so.
· Instead of a tree this year, arrange gifts under a crèche [manger].
· During a meal together, ask one another, “If Jesus were sitting next to you, what would you give him this Christmas?  Why?”
· Buy baby items, wrap and place them with the other gifts – donate them to a social service agency that deals with infants.
· Host a baby Jesus Christmas/birthday party for your family and neighborhood kids.  Have each family bring a gift to be donated to a service agency, or shelter that houses children.
· Give your children an age-appropriate crèche to play with.  Tell them the Christmas story and have them act it out with the figures.  Remember though, the Wise Men came after the birth of the baby Jesus!
· Throughout the coming year, have Jesus “grow up” What qualities did he possess?  Pick Bible verses to read and discuss as a family.
Finally, one of the greatest gifts we can give is to be patient and merciful to others.  For “to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good”.  Be the light of Christ to others not only on December 25, but throughout the coming year.  Let others come to know him through your words and deeds.

Christmas blessings!

Debbie Best, Program Coordinator

Diakon Family Life Services Training & Consultation

Nurse’s Notes – Bulletin Blurbs for December 2009

December 6


There has been some confusion regarding how long one should stay out of work or school after flu-like illnesses.  According to the CDC, individuals “with influenza-like illness [should] remain at home until at least 24 hours after they are free of fever (100 degrees F), or signs of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications”. (http://www.cdc.gove/h1n1flu/guidance/exclusion.htm)

December 13


Pull-cords on drapes continue to pose a threat of strangulation for infants and toddlers.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission [CPSC] offers the following safety tips to prevent deaths and injuries associated with window covering cords:

· Examine all shades and blinds in the home.  CPSC recommends the use of cordless window coverings in all homes where children live or visit.  Make sure there are no accessible cords on the front, side, or back of the product.

· Do not place cribs, beds, and furniture close to the windows because children can climb on them and gain access to the cords.

· Make loose cords inaccessible.

· If the window shade has looped bead chains, install tension devices to keep the cord taut.

Note:  Most window blinds sold prior to November 2000 have inner cords (for raising the slats of the blinds) that can be pulled by a child and form a loop in which the child’s neck can entangle.  Consumers should immediately repair these types of blinds.  For a free repair kit, call the Window Covering Safety Council at 800-506-4636 or visit www.wondowcoverings.org  In addition, ask your child-care provider to check their blinds and window coverings as well.

December 20


Liquid potpourri can harm your pet.  “Filling your house with the smell of pine or peppermint may seem inviting; but if you’re partial to heating your scented oil in a simmer pot, know that it can cause serious harm to your cat.  These oils are toxic to cats, and even a few licks can result in severe chemical burns in the mouth, fever, difficulty breathing, and tremors (shakes).  Dogs aren’t quite as sensitive, but it’s still wise to scent your home with a non-toxic candle kept safely out of your pet’s reach.” (Prevention Magazine, December 2009, pg. 126)

December 27


Did you know that only 2 tablespoons of sunflower seeds can supply nearly 40% of the recommended daily allowance of Vitamin E – an antioxidant that helps prevent sun damage?  For a healthy crunch, sprinkle them onto your salad instead of croutons.  (Prevention Magazine, December 2009, pg. 36)

Safety Tips for Ministries from Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company for December 2009

Watch Your Step!  Can You Guess the Most Common Insurance Claim?  The answer may surprise you, but the loss control experts at Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company say the claim they see most often involves injuries due to slip and fall accidents. Wet floors and slippery sidewalks are among the leading reasons people slip and fall. Snow, rain, and ice just make matters worse, so now is a good time to take a close look around your building to make sure it’s as safe as possible for the people your ministry serves.

Brotherhood Mutual offers a checklist that can help you prevent slip and fall accidents. The checklist evaluates the condition of:

· Sidewalks and parking lots

· Stairs and handrails

· Doormats, rugs, and carpet

You can download a copy of this checklist, along with other resources that can help your ministry reduce the risk of slip and fall accidents at http://www.SafetyCentralOnline.com, Brotherhood Mutual’s online library of free safety and risk management materials. Check with your insurance agent if you have specific questions about slip and fall accidents.
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