UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  November 7, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is December 1, 2011.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· Camp Mount Luther November 2011 Camel Tracks
· December 2011 Health and Wholeness Articles
NEWS AND NOTES
Camp Mount Luther Seeks Food Service Manager

Camp Mount Luther is currently in a search for a new Food Service Manager.  This position will be part-time, year-round.  The anticipated start date of this position is January 1, 2012.  Responsibilities include menu planning, ordering food and supplies, supervising staff, overseeing food service operations, hospitality, and stewardship endeavors.  Compensation will be based on qualifications and experience.  A full job description and application are available on the camp website at www.campmountluther.org.  Application deadline is December 5, 2011.  For further information, contact Chad Hershberger, Executive Director, by e-mail at chad@campmountluther.org or by phone at 570-922-1587.         

Response to Central American Disaster

Heavy rains across Central America have caused rivers to overflow their banks, flooding cities, destroying highways and bridges, and steep hillsides have collapsed in mudslides. More than 500,000 people have been driven from their homes.  The hardest-hit countries are Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Nicaragua.  The timing of this disaster could not be worse -- coming right before harvest. With the catastrophic loss of so many crops, food shortages will occur in the coming weeks and months. Severe shortages of seed for next year’s planting are expected as well.  Through ELCA Disaster Response, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) stands ready to respond in affected areas with our companion churches and partners in the region. Work is already underway -- providing shelter, access to water and food for people displaced by the floods. Our commitment will continue through 2012, helping local farmers and their families rehabilitate their crops.  Please help now with your contribution to ELCA Disaster Response designated for "Central American Flooding” or you can choose one of the four areas hit hardest: El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, or Nicaragua. Your designated gift will be used entirely (100 percent) to help families whose lives and livelihoods have been impacted by this disaster in Central America.  Wondering what else you can do? Please share this bulletin insert (https://community.elca.org/page.aspx?pid=226) with your congregation and tell others of this disaster and the ELCA’s response.

Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Are your CDs coming due and the current interest rates are very low or are the returns on your stock not doing what you expected?  Make a gift of the stock or the principal of your CD and receive fixed annuity payments at higher rates than your current dividends or CD returns.  Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity with fixed annuity payments for life and tax deduction for the donation and the ministry of your choice receives a wonderful gift.  For more information about how to make charitable gifts using a Charitable Gift Annuity or other ways to make charitable gifts, call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the ELCA Foundation, 800-638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit www.elca.org/fo. 
News from the ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF)
Start saving for youth ministry events!  Open a Youth Ministry Demand account with check writing (formerly a Youth Ministry Mission Plus account).  Earn interest on funds your congregation's youth raise for the 2012 Youth Gathering and other events.  There’s easy access to funds during the Youth Gathering at the MIF service center.  Your investment in the Mission Investment Fund helps build and renovate ELCA congregations.  Applications are available through the MIF website:  www.elca.org/mif/youth or by contacting regional manager Pr. Mark Wimmer at  267-203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.org. 
WORTH REPEATING
Changing Boards into Books: 2012 Re-Roofing Project in Liberia

In early 2012, the Upper Susquehanna Synod plans to send another volunteer mission team to Liberia. Its task will be two-fold: re-roofing and general renovation of faculty and staff houses on the campus of the Lutheran Training Institute [LTI] and, secondly, upgrading the vocational skills of the Liberian teachers on the LTI faculty.  LTI is a vocational and academic school of the Lutheran Church in Liberia (a companion church of the USS).  Bishop Harris of the LCL has asked for our synod's support in rebuilding roofs of campus buildings that were damaged during Liberia's civil war of 1989-2003.  For more information:

· Further details: http://www.uss-elca.org/an-appeal-for-help-in-liberia 
· How Can You Help? (PDF): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/How-can-you-help.LTI-roof..pdf 
· 2012 LTI Re-roofing Project bulletin insert (PDF): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/2012-LTI-roof-project.bulletin-insert.pdf 
 

The Upper Susquehanna Synod's Liberia Companion Synod Committee recently received word that a matching gift of $12,500 has been offered by an anonymous donor in support of the re-roofing project.  A total of $2,100 in designated gifts has already been received, and donations will be accepted through early 2012.  Please help our synod make the most of these generous matching gifts by considering a special offering or fundraiser in your congregation.  Contributions may be sent to the synod office: "Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA" (memo: Liberia Re-roofing Project); PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837.

“Christmas at Sea” Gift Bags for Seafarers

The USS Global Mission Committee is encouraging congregations of this synod to join together in collecting "Christmas-at-Sea" Gift Bags for seafarers this December through the Seafarers and International House (SIH) in New York City (http://www.sihnyc.org/). SIH port chaplains in 2010 visited 1,517 ships in port from Providence to Philadelphia, distributing 5,750 gift bags to crewmen of many nationalities.  Each gift bag should contain one sweatshirt (L-XL), three pairs of socks, one casual t-shirt (M-L), one knit heavy winter cap, one can of nuts or bar of chocolate, and a personalized Christmas card from you!  Sturdy, imprinted plastic bags for this project are available at the synod office in Lewisburg.  Filled sacks should be brought to the synod office by November 28 (the Monday after Thanksgiving) so that they may be transported to NYC in time for distributing them.  Thank you for taking part in this ministry to some of the hardworking, lonely freighter crews who are responsible for 90% of the world's trade via merchant ships.  It should be noted that the USS office will be closed for Thanksgiving holiday on November 24 and 25 so donations will not be accepted on those days.   
UPCOMING EVENTS

November 12, 2011:  Thrivent Leadership Event

Thrivent Financial of the Pennsylvania Region is hosting a complimentary leadership event for professionals on Saturday, November 12, 2011, from 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. at Hershey Lodge, Hershey, PA.  Invitations were mailed to churches in early October.  For more information, visit http://LeadingFromWithinPA2011.eventbrite.com/ 

November 16, 2011:  Susquehanna University Institute for Lifelong Learning Speech

Susquehanna University’s Institute For Lifelong Learning (IFLL) began its 22nd year on October 5, 2011.  The Institute was founded to provide an opportunity for anyone wishing to continue an active intellectual and social life.  Its membership is open to all interested persons but has had its greatest appeal over the years within the retired community of the Central Susquehanna Valley.  Every year a series of eleven speakers and programs covering a wide range of topics and interests is scheduled, beginning in October and running through April.  Each program is followed by an optional luncheon held in the University’s meeting/dining rooms.  The IFLL meets at 11 a.m. on the first and third Wednesday of each month in the Degenstein Center Theater.  Membership information can be obtained by calling 570-372-4354.

 

November 16 - This day’s speaker will be Ms. Barbara Jarmoska, who lives in the  Loyalsock Creek valley, east of Williamsport.  She will discuss the effects of the search for and the drilling of natural gas from the Marcellus Shale deposits in Pennsylvania.

 

December 7 - This day’s program has certainly become one of the most popular features.  One half of the program consists of vocal music presented by students of SU Choral director Dr. Rodney Caldwell.  The other half is a program of piano music, which will be played by Dr. Naomi Niskala of the University.

November 18-20, 2011:  X-Teen Fall Conference

“Pray Boldly” is the theme for this year’s X-Teen Fall Conference, sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania.  It will be a weekend of prayer for teens and a hands-on event for understanding the mysteries beyond and behind our prayers.  This event is being held at Camp Mount Luther, beginning on Friday, November 18, at 6:00 p.m.  It will end on Sunday, November 20, at 1:30 in the afternoon.  All senior high teens and friends are invited.  While this is being planned by the Episcopal Diocese, this event is in partnership with Camp Mount Luther as part of our joint senior high camping partnership.  Lutheran youth and their friends are welcome!  Cost for the weekend is $125.00.  Partial scholarships are available through the Camp Mount Luther office by contracting Chad Hershberger at chad@campmountluther.org.  Registration deadline is November 12 and registration is through the Episcopal Diocese of Central PA office.  For additional information:

· Click here for a brochure: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Fall-X-Teen-Registration-Brochure2.doc 
· Click here for medical/covenant form: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Medical-emergency-and-covenant-form-fall-X-teen-2011.doc
· Click here for schedule of upcoming Diocesan events (many held in conjunction with Camp Mount Luther): http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Diocese-of-Central-PA-Youth-Committee-events-2011-2012.doc 
November 19, 2011:  Evangelism Workshop
The Upper Susquehanna Synod will sponsor an Evangelism Workshop with Pastor Jake Jacobson, Director for Evangelical Mission in the Northwest PA Synod, on Saturday, November 19, 2011.  The session, called “Front Porchin’” will look at how easy evangelism is—it’s about sharing a story.  It is your story and God’s story shared with another.  Evangelism is sharing what God in Christ has done in your life.  We don’t even have to go out looking to evangelize-- God provides us with all the places to do this sharing without ever having to go knock on a stranger’s door.  God gives us natural front porches where we live, work, and play.  There, God introduces us to others, and sits with us as we share our lives, our stories and the Christ within us with those who regularly gather there with us.  How do we best utilize the front porches God calls us into or onto?  What is our role in this process?  How do we repair our damaged or dis-used porches?  Front Porchin’ is a simple process that helps congregations and individuals reassess their gifts and sharpen their skills for sharing the good news with others (both inside and outside the community of faith).  For a flyer and registration form, click here: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/11-19-2011-front-porchin-evangelism-flier2.doc.  

Saturday, December 17, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Advent Fun Day

Come spend time away at Mount Luther with friends and family preparing for Christ’s birth!  This event will take place on Saturday, December 17, from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  We’ll have activities to help you get ready for Christmas, including crafts, singing, cookie baking, and more.  To help us prepare, please RSVP to the camp office at the phone number or e-mail below.  Price is $6.00 for each participant or $20 for a family of 4 or more.  
January 4-6, 2012:  Lower Susquehanna Connect Theological Academy
“Being Christian Here & Now” is the theme of the Lower Susquehanna Connect Theological Academy.  The academy is designed to be a gathering of young adults (post-high school to 30-years-old) exploring Christian faith in the 21st Century.  It will be held at the Lancaster Marriott in Lancaster, PA.  The Academy will gather around worship that embraces the mystery and complexity of Christ, intellectual exploration of Christianity in the 21st Century and a sense of community that is given room to grow and flourish together.  Two Resident Theologians will guide us through our time together, as we examine what “Being Christian Here & Now” means.  To register, visit www.lss-elca.org. 
To view a brochure of the event, visit http://www.uss-elca.org/wp content/uploads/2011/11/ConnectAcademyBrochure.pdf 
January 4-8, 2012:  Shining In, Shining Out

Project Connect, an initiative of the Eastern Cluster of Lutheran Seminaries, is sponsoring “Shining In, Shining Out” in New York City.  The event is a service learning vocational discernment retreat for young adults between the ages of 18-30.  It will be held in the heart of Manhattan.  For more information, click here for a flier and registration form: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/NYNY-brochure.pdf 
January 14, 2012:  FLOOD SU

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present FLOOD SU:  Friends Living Out Our Discipleship at Susquehanna University.  This annual event will be held on Saturday, January 14, 2012, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Field House at Susquehanna University.  Doors open at 3:45 p.m.  The event is open to youth in grades 4 through 12.  FLOOD SU features a praise band, service project, swimming, open gym, racquetball, hot dogs, snacks, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero.  Each youth group should bring a reasonable amount of snacks to share, clothes for swimming, a loud voice to sing God’s praises, hands to do God’s work, games, and sports equipment.  We’ll provide service project materials, hot dogs and drinks, basketballs, volleyballs, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero!  Cost is $5 if registered by Tuesday, January 3, 2012; $10 at the door, with free admission for adult chaperones.  It is requested that adult chaperones have their PA State Police Criminal Background and Childline Child Abuse Clearances.  Each congregation should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth.  Registration forms are available on the synod’s website (www.uss-elca.org) or the camp’s website (www.campmountluther.org) 

January 15, 2012:  Mount Luther Sunday

Members of the congregations of the Upper Susquehanna Synod are asked to celebrate outdoor ministries on this day.  Congregations should join together to celebrate the annual “Camp Mount Luther Sunday” on January 15, 2012.  The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council has designated that the third Sunday in January each year be “Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in the synod.  Mount Luther is an extension of the ministry that is done in local Lutheran congregations.  The camp is asking that congregations promote the camp on that Sunday or designate another Sunday this spring to do so.  Ways to promote the camp include bulletin inserts to share with congregation members, Temple Talks, camper testimonials, bulletin board displays, special camp music during Sunday school and church services, as well as special offering being collected.  Resources are available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  
January 22, 2012:  Annual Camperson Event at Mount Luther

This event gives participants the chance to find out what’s going on at camp and tell the story to others!  It will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  Each congregation in the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a representative to the event.  Campersons serve as liaisons between the camp and the congregation, promoting outdoor ministries.  Each congregation who sends a camperson to this meeting will receive $15 off each of their church’s camper registrations.  For more information on being a camperson, please visit www.campmountluther.org. 

February 9-12, 2012:  ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who work with youth in congregations of the ELCA for the premier renewal, educational, and networking event of our church. It is for the volunteer and the professional. It is for the old and the young. It is for the urban, the suburban, and the rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all who share in the adventure we call youth and family ministry.  The Extravaganza is a great opportunity to go to workshops, large group sessions, worship, and network with other youth ministry leaders in the United States. Those of you going to the Youth Gathering will have your hotel assignments by then, and if attending the Extravaganza will have an opportunity to become familiar with New Orleans and where your hotel is located. Visit the website for more details about travel discounts and other elements of the event. Talk to a neighboring youth leader and share a hotel room to cut down on expenses. It truly is an event you shouldn't miss.  For more information, visit www.elcaymnet.org.
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