UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD CURRENTS:  December 7, 2011

CURRENTS is the e-newsletter of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. Please share this information with others!  Edit, copy, and use this information in bulletins, newsletters, sermons, billboards, press releases, evangelism efforts, and/or spoken announcements where helpful. If you have information to include in future editions, please email news@uss-elca.org with your name, congregation name, town, and the information.  The deadline for submission of items for the next edition of Currents is January 1, 2012.
ATTACHMENTS THIS MONTH

· Camp Mount Luther December 2011 Camel Tracks
· January 2012 Health and Wholeness Articles
NEWS AND NOTES
Seafarers to Receive 468 Christmas Satchels from USS
The Upper Susquehanna Synod Global Mission Committee thanks the many USS congregations who supported the collection of Christmas satchels for seafarers through the Seafarers and International House (SIH) in New York City (http://www.sihnyc.org/) this fall.  The bags will be distributed this month to freighter crews at port, providing some Christmas cheer and Christian love to people who often have a lonely holiday.  Many heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in this project, and may the love of Christ bless your Christmastime, too!

Small Church Grants Available

The Small Church-ELCMA Committee will be receiving applications for fiscal year 2013 Small Church and Internship Grants until January 31, 2012.  Internship Grants will be considered for supporting seminary interns, especially in rural, smaller membership congregations.  Small Church Grants will be considered for the following uses:

· Support pastors' salaries that are below the synodical minimum.

· Maintain ministry in congregations that are in strategic areas.

· Foster congregational membership growth through quality programs.

· Make available financial support and program resources for leadership development and materials, i.e., curriculum, newsletters, and programs.

· Development of outreach ministries.

Download a small church grant application here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Small-Church-Grant-2013-application.doc.  Download an internship grant application here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Internship-Grant-2013-application.doc.  For more information, contact Pastor Karl-John Stone at the synod office (570-524-9778; karljohn@uss-elca.org).
The Birthday Candle Campaign Is Underway!
Camp Mount Luther has been making Christ known for almost 50 years.  Participants renew and strengthen their faith through their encounter with Jesus Christ in worship, recreation, Bible study, prayer, creation stewardship, and music.  As the camp gets ready to celebrate its 50th birthday in 2013, it is the board’s birthday wish that Mount Luther has financial resources to begin its sixth decade on solid ground.  That’s why the camp board and the Upper Susquehanna Synod authorized a three-pronged fundraising effort to celebrate this upcoming milestone.  The campaign is designed to enhance annual fund giving, reduce existing debt, build an endowment fund, and begin new capital programs.  Congregations and individuals can help by giving a donation to the BIRTHDAY CANDLE CAMPAIGN.   For every $12,000 the camp raises by its birthday, one candle will be put on a birthday cake.  We’d like to raise $600,000 by then (and have all 50 candles!)  You can designate your gift to any of the following and it will be counted toward this effort:

· Annual Fund

· Camperships

· Evergreen Center Debt Reduction

· Endowment Fund

To make a gift, please send a check to Camp Mount Luther, 355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA  17844  

Advent/Christmas Devotional Available

Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries’ 2011 Advent/Christmas devotional booklet is now available. The PDF can be downloaded from Diakon’s website at http://www.diakon.org/for-church professionals/documents/DiakonAdventBook.pdf.

Tips for Improving Church Printed Communications Available

There’s a new resource available on the synod website.  It’s a compilation of the articles that have appeared in Headwaters in 2011, giving tips to improve websites, newsletters, and Facebook pages.  You can access this new resource by clicking here:  http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/Creating-Better-Publications.pdf.
Volunteers Still Needed for Long-term Flood Recovery Efforts 

Much work has been done throughout the territory of the Upper Susquehanna Synod in helping people recover from the September 2011 floods.  Most of the clean up has been done, but the rebuilding is just getting underway.  To connect volunteers from your church or community with opportunities for service in the flood recovery effort, please be in touch with Mike McCay, coordinator of the “Sawdust Ministry” from St. Luke Lutheran Church in Bloomsburg, PA.  Mike asks you to provide him with the following information, so you can jump in and contribute:

· Each team needs a leader who can be the contact person/coordinator. 

· Each rebuilding/construction team needs to have at least one skilled member who can supervise/direct work.  

· The leader needs to contact Mike regarding numbers, dates, and type of work they can do. 

· Mike will coordinate jobs to be done, necessary materials, etc., before they arrive.  

· If they will be staying over, Mike needs numbers and specifics to arrange housing.  

· Meals can be arranged. 

· Best way to contact Mike is e-mail at mccay4@gmail.com.  His cell phone number is (570) 317-5418.

Any other questions, contact Pastor Karl-John Stone, assistant to the bishop, at karljohn@uss-elca.org or (570) 524-9778.
Leave a Legacy for Ministry and Mission

Think about the part you want to play in the Church’s future.  You have the opportunity to support the ministries of the church in many ways.  Naming your congregation or other ministries of the Church as a beneficiary in your estate plan or the making of an endowment gift can assure your continued participation in this ministry far into the future.  For more information on how to include your favorite Church charities in your estate planning, call Pr. Greg Kramer at the Lutheran Planned Giving Office at 570-374-2044 or call the Foundation of the ELCA, 800/638-3522, ext. 2970 or visit our website at www.elca.org/fo.   
News from the ELCA Mission Investment Fund (MIF)
Start saving for youth ministry events!  Open a Youth Ministry Demand account with check writing (formerly a Youth Ministry Mission Plus account).  Earn interest on funds your congregation's youth raise for the 2012 Youth Gathering and other events.  Easily access funds during the Youth Gathering at the MIF service center.  Your investment in the Mission Investment Fund helps build and renovate ELCA congregations.  Applications available through the MIF website:  www.elca.org/mif or by contacting regional manager Pr. Mark Wimmer:  267-203-1137 or mark.wimmer@elca.org. 

WORTH REPEATING
Camp Mount Luther Seeks Food Service Manager

Camp Mount Luther is currently in a search for a new Food Service Manager.  This position will be part-time, year-round.  The anticipated start date of this position is February 1, 2012.  Responsibilities include menu planning, ordering food and supplies, supervising staff, overseeing food service operations, hospitality, and stewardship endeavors.  Compensation will be based on qualifications and experience.  A full job description and application are available on the camp website at www.campmountluther.org.  THE APPLICATION DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2011.  For further information, contact Chad Hershberger, Executive Director, by e-mail at chad@campmountluther.org or by phone at 570-922-1587.         

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, December 17, 2011:  Camp Mount Luther Advent Fun Day

Come spend time away at Mount Luther with friends and family preparing for Christ’s birth!  This event will take place on Saturday, December 17, from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  We’ll have activities to help you get ready for Christmas, including crafts, singing, cookie baking, and more.  To help us prepare, please RSVP to the camp office at 570-922-1587 or e-mail cml@campmountluther.org by DECEMBER 13, 2011.  Price is $6.00 for each participant or $20 for a family of 4 or more.  
January 4-6, 2012:  Lower Susquehanna Connect Theological Academy
“Being Christian Here & Now” is the theme of the Lower Susquehanna Connect Theological Academy.  The academy is designed to be a gathering of young adults (post-high school to 30-years-old) exploring Christian faith in the 21st Century.  It will be held at the Lancaster Marriott in Lancaster, PA.  The Academy will gather around worship that embraces the mystery and complexity of Christ, intellectual exploration of Christianity in the 21st Century and a sense of community that is given room to grow and flourish together.  Two Resident Theologians will guide us through our time together, as we examine what “Being Christian Here & Now” means.  To register, visit www.lss-elca.org. 
To view a brochure of the event, visit http://www.uss-elca.org/wp content/uploads/2011/11/ConnectAcademyBrochure.pdf 
January 4-8, 2012:  Shining In, Shining Out

Project Connect, an initiative of the Eastern Cluster of Lutheran Seminaries, is sponsoring “Shining In, Shining Out” in New York City.  The event is a service learning vocational discernment retreat for young adults between the ages of 18-30.  It will be held in the heart of Manhattan.  For more information, click here for a flier and registration form: http://www.uss-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/NYNY-brochure.pdf 
January 14, 2012:  FLOOD SU

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present FLOOD SU:  Friends Living Out Our Discipleship at Susquehanna University.  This annual event will be held on Saturday, January 14, 2012, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Field House at Susquehanna University.  Doors open at 3:45 p.m.  The event is open to youth in grades 4 through 12.  FLOOD SU features a praise band, service project, swimming, open gym, racquetball, hot dogs, snacks, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero.  Each youth group should bring a reasonable amount of snacks to share, clothes for swimming, a loud voice to sing God’s praises, hands to do God’s work, games, and sports equipment.  We’ll provide service project materials, hot dogs and drinks, basketballs, volleyballs, Rock Band, and Guitar Hero!  Cost is $5 if registered by Tuesday, January 3, 2012; $10 at the door, with free admission for adult chaperones.  It is requested that adult chaperones have their PA State Police Criminal Background and Childline Child Abuse Clearances.  Each congregation should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth.  Registration forms are available on the synod’s website (www.uss-elca.org) or the camp’s website (www.campmountluther.org). 

January 15, 2012:  Mount Luther Sunday

The Upper Susquehanna Synod Council has designated that the third Sunday in January each year be “Mount Luther Sunday” to help promote outdoor ministries in the synod.  Members of USS congregations are encouraged to celebrate outdoor ministries on this day, “Camp Mount Luther Sunday”, January 15, 2012.  Mount Luther is an extension of the ministry that is done in local Lutheran congregations.  The camp asks that congregations promote the camp on that Sunday or designate another Sunday this spring to do so.  Ways to promote the camp include bulletin inserts to share with congregation members, Temple Talks, camper testimonials, bulletin board displays, special camp music during Sunday school and church services, as well as special offering being collected.  Resources are available on the camp’s website at www.campmountluther.org.  

January 22, 2012:  Annual Camperson Event at Mount Luther

This event gives participants the chance to find out what’s going on at camp and tell the story to others!  It will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. at the Evergreen Center at Mount Luther.  Each congregation in the Upper Susquehanna Synod is asked to send a representative to the event.  Campersons serve as liaisons between the camp and the congregation, promoting outdoor ministries.  Each congregation who sends a camperson to this meeting will receive $15 off each of their church’s camper registrations.  For more information on being a camperson, please visit www.campmountluther.org. 

February 3-4, 2012:  Synod Youth Retreat

Camp Mount Luther and the Upper Susquehanna Synod Youth Council present “I Believe, Help My Unbelief:  The Creeds of the Church,” this year’s synod youth retreat.  The retreat is for youth in grades 6-12 and will be held on Friday, February 3, 2012- Saturday, February 4, 2012, at Camp Mount Luther.  Come and grow in your faith as you learn more about the creeds of the Church.  Cost is $45 if you register before January 17.  A late fee of $5 is added after that date.  There is a firm registration deadline of January 27, 2012, with no refunds after that deadline.  Each registered group should provide one adult (21 or over) for every seven youth and at least one adult for each gender represented.  Cabin assignments will be made based on available adults and number of youth attending.  More information, including registration form, is available at the camp website at www.campmountluther.org and the synod website at www.uss-elca.org.  Any questions or concerns can be addressed to Rev. Patrick L. Sipes at 570-539-2341 or sgtmuddy@gmail.com.
February 9-12, 2012:  ELCA Youth Ministry Network Extravaganza

The Extravaganza is an annual 4-day conference that draws together anywhere from 500-750 adults who work with youth in congregations of the ELCA for the premier renewal, educational, and networking event of our church. It is for the volunteer and the professional. It is for the old and the young. It is for the urban, the suburban, and the rural. It is for pastors, it is for laypeople. It is for all who share in the adventure we call youth and family ministry.  The Extravaganza is a great opportunity to go to workshops, large group sessions, worship, and network with other youth ministry leaders in the United States. Those of you going to the Youth Gathering will have your hotel assignments by then, and if attending the Extravaganza will have an opportunity to become familiar with New Orleans and where your hotel is located. Visit the website for more details about travel discounts and other elements of the event. Talk to a neighboring youth leader and share a hotel room to cut down on expenses. It truly is an event you shouldn't miss.  For more information, visit www.elcaymnet.org.
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