An Altar in the World:
Encountering God
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CHRISTIAN STUDIES SERIES

Division of Spiritual Care

Geisinger Medical Center

Tuesday evenings from 7:00-9:00pm.

September 7, 14 and 21, 2010.

Henry Hood Center for Health Research, Intermediate Conference Room #4, ground floor.

Parking available across Center Street behind the Nursing Education Building.

(
In her critically acclaimed LEAVING CHURCH, Barbara Brown Taylor, an Episcopal priest, wrote about leaving full-time ministry to become a professor, a decision that stretched the boundaries of her faith.  Now, in AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD, she shares how she learned to encounter God beyond the walls of any church.
From simple practices such as walking, working, and getting lost to deep meditation, Taylor reveals concrete ways to discover the sacred in the small things we do and see.  Something as ordinary as hanging clothes on a clothesline becomes an act of devotion if we pay attention to what we are doing and take time to attend to the sights, smells and sounds around us.  Under Taylor’s expert guidance, we come to question conventional distinctions between the sacred and the secular, learning that no physical act is too earthbound or too humble to become a path to the divine.  Incorporating these practices into our daily lives, we begin to discover altars everywhere we go, in nearly everything we do.
__________________________________________________________________________________
Instructors:
The Reverend Mother Nancy Shank, BS, MDiv




Priest in Charge – Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, Daville, PA



Chaplain Karl A. Pölm-Faudré PhD, Director of Education, Research and Outreach,




Division of Spiritual Care, Geisinger Medical Center, Danville, PA

Required Text (purchased before the class by each participant):



Taylor, Barbara Brown (2009).  An altar in the world: A geography of faith.  



NY: HarperOne, HarperCollins Publishers.



ISBN-10: 0061370479,  ISBN-13: 978-0061370472

No registration required and no fee.  Open to the hospital and community at large.  All welcome.[image: image4.jpg]
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