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DEVOTIONAL

Each month, we share a devotional with you. If you’d like to submit a devotional, please send it to
news@uss-elca.org. We will also be taking pastor’s messages from their church newsletters to share here.

LIGHT AND CREATION

| said to the man who stood at the gate, “Give me a
light that | may tread safely into the unknown.” And
he replied, “Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the hand of God. That shall be to you better
than a known way.”

-- Minnie Louise Haskins

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. The earth was formless and empty, darkness
was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God
was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there
be light.””

Merely by speaking, God brought all things into being.
GodOs first creative word called light into darkness.
Light is necessary for making GodOs creation visible and
life possible. Jesus said, Ol am the light of the world.O

ItOs amazing to me that GodOs first words were, OLethere be light.O And His Son Jesus said, Ol am the light of
the world.O Sin is darkness and Jesus is the light to cover the darkness. We do not have to be afraid of the dark
so long as Jesus is our light.

We need to keep Jesus close to us to overcome the darkness of sin in this crazy world that we live in. In the
coming seasons, spend time thanking God for His creation and His love for the world in giving His Son Jesus to be
our light.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus, who is our light and safe passage through this world
of sin. Be with us and guide us through lifeOs trials. Thank you for your wonderful creation and thank you for all
the blessings you give to us each day. Amen.

Peggy Bohart
St. Michael’s, Cogan Station



Pastor Carolyn E. Simonds was installed as the pastor
of Liberty Valley Lutheran Parish on Sunday, February
14, 2010. Sheis pictured above in the center, next to
Bishop Driesen. Other clergy pictured are from the
West Branch Conference.

MILESTONES

Pastor Jane Compton (HimmelOs, Rebuck) was
installed on Sunday, February 21, 2010, as pastor
of HimmelOs, a Union congregation (ELCA/UCC).

Sympathy is expressed to Pastor Gary Owens
(Christ White and Christ Brick Churches,
Middleburg) on the death of his father, William H.
Ovt\{]ens. He was 94 years old and died on February
10™.

With thanks to God for his ministry, we celebrate
with this child of God the anniversary of his
ordination in February (note: anniversary years
listed are for multiples of five only):

15 years BDPastor George R. Bradshaw (2/26/19)
(on leave from call, study leave)

NEWS THIS MONTH

Sharing Social Ministry Ideas: Washingtonville and Hidlay Parishes

CARD OF THE WEEK MINISTRY: Each week the
Washingtorville congregation signs a card to someone in the
community. It could be for a new baby, sickness, accident,
death, fire, or a new house. Pastor Melody Sell places a card
in the Narthex on Sunday and the congregation signs it before
it is sent out in Mon dayOs mail. Congregation members
suggest whom to send the weekly card to within their
community. Sandy Grier, the synodOs social ministry coach,
suggests, Ol thought this idea could even be shared within a
neighborhood of a congregation or you could ask people from
your congregation to share names of folks they know that
could use some cheering up and remembrance. Have
everyone sign the card and send. Everyone loves to receive a
card, especially if you are going through rough times.  Just
knowing that y our congregation is praying and thinking of
them may be the brightest light of their day.0  Pastor Sell
reports that 95% of her congregation even writes a note, not
just their name.

PEW PRAYERS: The Washingtonville Congregation engages in
a ministry c alled OPew Prayers.O This ministry started on All
Saints Sunday 2008. The words below are listed on two cards
at either end of a different pew each week. ~ OWe pray for the
people who sat in this pew in the past as witnesses to their
faith, who sit in this pew today that they may share the
Gospel, who will sit in this pew in the future that they will

share the old, old story that we have loved so long.O Pastor
Sell says they have a wonderful conversation each week in the
pew with all ages rejoicing in the past, sharing the present
and hopeful for the future.  As the congregation remembered
people from the past, the conversation turned to how those
people who sat in the pew shared their God -given talents.
These conversations even led to the start -up of ministries

again; the congregation walks around the community
giving out bags of goodies and caroling in December; and
they offer a Christmas Play and invite the community.  If
the OPew PrayersO are not moved each week, the
congregation really notices! Pastor Sell remarked that a
4-year-old came up to her one time and reminded her
that it needed to be moved.

COMMUNITY PARTY: Pastor Sell also serves Hidlay
Lutheran and shared that this congregation has several
outreach ministries. Their largest is an annual
community party at their pavilion. The congregation
bakes cakes, brownies, and other goodies and makes
homemade ice cream. Last year, they had eight
varieties. People bring their lawn chairs, eat, listen to a
band that the congregation provides, and talk to one
another. This is a great Omeet your neighborO event.
This free July event is on a Sunday afternoon for about 3
hours. Last year, 300 people attended. The
congregation members talk with the guests and invite
them to come to church if th ey donOt already have a
congregational home. The members hand out extra
bulletins and flyers from the church with worship times
as well as activities listed from their congregation and
community. This lawn party costs the congregation
about $500 which includes everything from the
entertainment, the paperware and food.  Much of the
food is donated by congregational members.

Thank you to Pastor Sell for sharing highlights of her
congregationsO outreach ministries. To share your
outreach ministries wit h others, please contact Sandy
Grier, AIM, at 570-220-5039 or sandygrier@ comcast.net




Happy Birthday,
Lutheran Church in
Liberia!

On Wednesday, April 28, 2010,
the Lutheran Church in Liberia Na
companion church of the Upper
Susquehanna Synobliwill
celebrate its FounderOs Day
marking one hundred and fifty
years since its birth. In
February, 2010, all USS congregations received a bright
yellow, oversized, personalized birthday card,
addressed from their congregation to the LCL.
Congregation members are asked to sign their card,
include a photo and a description of the congregation,
and return it to the synod office by Monday, April 12.

All such birthday cards will be carried by Bishop Driesen
to present to the LCL when he arrives in Liberia later in
April.

A one-page bulletin insert has also been prepared for
congregational use on Sunday, April 25, noting the
special anniversary of our Liberian brothers and sisters.
The left side of the insert pr ovides general information
about the LCL church and anniversary. The right side
provides prayer petitions for OPrayers of the ChurchO or
for personal use. If youOre unable to use the insert on
April 25, consider its similar use on the following
Sunday. Click here to download the insert.

What is 2%?

WeOve been communicating about our synodOs potential
to save 2% on ELCA health contritutions this year.
Collectively, this is $ 10,524. But what does 2% mean?

It happens to be the amount of your ELCA health
contribution rate increase for 2010. If our synod reaches
65% Mayo Clinic Health Assessment completion by April
30, all congregations and organizations in our synod will
effectively see their rate increase cancelled out.

Help us get our 2% back! If you have ELCAprimary
health benefits, please take 30 minutes to complete the
assessment by April 30. YouQll learn about your health,
earn $150 for out -of -pocket medical expenses and know
you did your part to secure more money for mission.

Take the assessment atwww.elcaforwellness.org . Find
instructions for how to register on EmbodyHealth and
take the assessment in Understand my benefits at
www.elcabop.org . As of February 15, 2010, 24 percent
have taken the survey which means we still need about
29 BOP members to take it to get the savings. Do it
today!

“End of Life” Course Earns
Top NASPA Honors

Susquehanna UniversityOs Olssues at the End of
LifeO course has earned a gold Excellence Award in
the service-learning category and a Grand Bronze
Medal for overall excellence from the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators
(NASPA), the nationOs preeminent organization for
student affairs in higher education. Each year,
NASPAOs Excellence Awards recognize Othe
contributions of members who are transforming
higher education through outstanding pro grams,
innovative services and effective administration.O

OThis is the fourth year in a row that SU has been
recognized by NASPA for its servicelearning
programs,O said the Rev. Mark Wm. Radecke,
university chaplain, associate professor of religion,
and course developer and instructor. SU has won
past awards for its SU CASA, SPLASH and Hurricane
Relief Team programs.

Offered three times since its launch during the
2002-03 academic year, Olssues at the End of LifeO
is a multi -disciplinary, service -learning course
offered jointly by SusquehannaOs Office of the
Chaplain, the Department of Philosophy and
Religion, and the Palliative and Supportive
Medicine Program of the Geisinger Health System
in Danville, Pa. Radecke and Neil M. Ellison, M.D.,
Geisinger'sDirector of Palliative Medicine, are
primary instructors. Half of the 28 class sessions
focus on religious, spiritual and theological issues;
the other half feature guest presenters from
Geisinger, including physicians, nurses,
bioethicists, hospice and s ocial workers, and
counselors.

Among the courseOs unique elements is its
compelling service-learning component: Each
student works with a member of the community
who is facing end-of-life issues, due to age and/or
iliness, to create a lasting, meaningful record of
the personOs life. Projects have included audio- and
video-recorded life histories, memory books, and
even a quilt made from scraps of symbolic
garments such as wedding attire and baptismal
gowns. Local religious communities help identify
members who are willing to serve as Olegacy
partners.O Other community collaborations include
presentations from a regional law firm and a field
trip to a local funeral home.



ELCMA Posts Site for
Volunteer Opportunities

www. appalachianmissionopportunities.org

The ELCMA (Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for Mission in
Appalachia) website now includes a link to a sister
website database listed above. This site is a place
where interested folks can choose a location to go for a
week of service within the Appalachian Region. Work
sites from across the thirteen Appalachian states are
included listing their siteOs particular characteristics.
Search by location and then click on each site's "info"
link to access contact information for that particular

site. Please refer all questions about each site to that
site. If you have questions concerning this website, to
add a work site, or to give feedback on an experience at
these sites please email the ELCMA office:
office@ELCMA.org The database project is a
cooperative effort with our Episcopalian and Methodist
partners in Appalachian Ministry. See the ELCMA
website (www.elcma .org) for resources on Oconnecting
and equipping GodOs people for ChristOs mission in
Appalachia.O

Accordian Type Folding Doors Available

Ten folding doors (accordion type) of light color wood
measuring 9 feet 10 inches high by 14 feet wide are
available. The doors can be seen at Pine Street
Lutheran Church by contacting the church secretary.
Make an offer for one or all of them! The doors will be
available for sale till March 22. Contact Pastor Keith
Pittsnogle or Deb Munsonat the Pine Street Lutheran
Church Office by calling 570-275-2110 or e-mailing
pinestch@ptd.net

U.S. State Department Haiti
Relief Information

The State Department Operations Center has set up
the following numbe r for Americans seeking
information about family members in Haiti: 1 -888-
407-4747 (due to heavy volume, some callers may
receive a recording). Our embassy is still in the
early stages of contacting American Citizens
through our Warden Network. Communicatio ns are
very difficult within Haiti at this time.

Private Offers of Assistance for Haiti Relief
Efforts

Anyone wishing to donate or provide assistance in
Haiti following the devastating earthquake that
struck near Port au Prince on Jan 12, 2010, is asked
to contact the Center for International Disaster
Information. The Center, operated under a grant
from the United States Agency for International
Development's Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance
and initial support from IBM, has become a
valuable resource to the public, as well as US
government agencies, foreign embassies and
international corporations. CIDI has established a
dedicated page to coordinate Haiti support at:
http://www.cidi.org/incident/haiti-10a/

You can also text "HAITI" to "90999" and a donation
of $10 will be given automatically to the Red Cross
to help with relief efforts, charged to your cell

phone bill. Or you can go online to organizations
like the Red Cross and Mercy Corps to make a
contribution to the disaster relief efforts.

Official U.S. Department of State website. Contains
contact information for those looking for family
members, as well as donation informati on.

Official U.S. Department of State blogsite called,
OA Disaster in Haiti and How You Can HelpO.
Contains information on ways to provide
assistance.
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/

Doctors Without Borders

Doctors Without Borders/MZdecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) is an international medical humanitarian
organization working in more than 60 countries to
assist people whose survival is threatened by
violence, neglect, or catastrophe.
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/

Medical Supplies

List of urgently needed medical supplies:
http://www.ghm.org/docs/hotlist. pdf
Provided by Global Health Ministries:
http://www.ghm.org/howtohelp/supplies.html




Route 35 Bridge Rehabilitation in
Snyder County Starts in March

An economic recovery contract that includes
rehabilitation work on a bridge in Synder County which
may affect travel for some synod folks will begin on
March 1. Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. of State College,
Centre County, will begin work on a bridge
rehabilitation project on Route 35. That structure ov er
a tributary to Middle Creek, just west of Kantz in
Washington Township, will get a new deck. Initial work
will be done with a lane restriction and traffic flow
controlled by flaggers. Eventually temporary signals will
control traffic. Slight delays may be anticipated. Work
at this bridge location will continue through August.

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

v" Elect/select voting members from your
congregation for the June 18 -19 Upper
Susquehanna Synod Assembly, in the manner
determined by your congregati onal
constitution. (Registration forms have not yet
been mailed.)

v" Register for the Bishop’s Retreat for
Rostered Leaders by March 24:
http://www.uss -elca.org/bishops -retreat -for-
rostered-leaders (event to be held in
Wellsboro, May 6-7).

v Encourage your confirmands and their
parents to attend Bishop’s Day for
Confirmands on March 21, 2:30 - 5:00 PM at
United, Sunbury. (Contact synod office in
advance with numbers, if possible. )

v" Reserve your place for lunch following the
Holy Tuesday Chrism Mass at 10:30 AM on
March 30 at Christ, Lewisburg, by contacting
the synod office.

CONGREGATIONS IN TRANSITION

* Intentional Interim: Beaver, Beaver Springs Sharon, Selinsgrove; Salem Parish; St. MatthewOs and Church of
the Savior, Williamsport; First, Mifflinburg; St. JohnOs (Brick), Montgomery

* Preparing Materials: First, Mifflinburg; Stone Valley Parish; Salem Parish; Beaver, Beaver Springs

* Preparing to Interview: Trinity, Hugh esville w/POS by Mt. Zion, Hughesville

* Interviewing: Grace/St. Luke, Sunbury; Sharon, Selinsgrove

UPCOMING EVENTS

Bishop’s Day for Confirmands: March 21, 2010

A special event for the synodOs confirmands will be held
on Sunday afternoon, March 21, 2010, at United
Lutheran Church, Rural Sunbury (WolfOs Crossroads).
This event is open to ALL confirmation students, and

will be held in the future every other year. Pastors are
encouraged to attend along with their students and the
studentsO parentsEmakethe most of the car -ride by
engaging your youth in faith talk! Individual invitations
to confirmands will NOT be mailed this year; so pastors,
please encourage your confirmandsO participation. The
event includes worship and teaching by Bishop Driesen
about what it means to belong to the one, holy, catholic
and apostolic church. It is helpful, but not absolutely
necessary, to let the synod office know in advance how
many will be attending.

“Forgiveness in Our Lives”: March 28, 2010

On Surday, March 28, 2010, at 6:00 p.m., Zion
Lutheran Church in Sunbury, will be hosting a
program called OForgiveness in Our Lives.O
Foeakers will be: Walter Everett, a retired
Methodist pastor from St. Johns United Methodist
in Sunbury, who current ly serves on the Board of
Directors of Murder Victims Families for Human
Rights. He will be speaking about his own personal
experiences with forgiveness; and Edward Roberts,
the chaplain of the Northeast Region for the
Federal Bureau of Prisons, who will talk about his
personal and professional experiences with inmates
and their families. Light refreshments will follow
the program. Learn how to incorporate the healing
power of forgiveness in your lives during Lent.




Callings: The Power of Passionate Work: March 25
The Susquehanna University pre-seminary group and the
chaplainOs office are sponsoring a workshop by Gregg
Levoy, author of Callings: Finding and Following An
Authentlc Life (Random House) on Thursday, March 25,
2010. Itis open to rostered leaders
of the Upper Susquehanna Synod. It
will be held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

in Meeting Rooms 35 in the
Degenstein Campus Center.

This dynamic and hands-on
workshop uses writing, dialoguing,
self-reflection, dyad and small

group work, brainstorming, and
humor to help you dee pen your
exploration and understanding of the process people
typically encounter in listening and responding to their
callings. It will also help you gain clarity and courage to
take whatever Next Step will align or re -align you with a
sense of calling in your professional or personal life.

Holy Tuesday Chrism Mass: March 30, 2010

The annual Holy Tuesday Chrism Mass service for
leaders (rostered and lay) in the Upper Susquehanna
Synod will be held on Tuesday, March 30, at 10:30 a.m.
at Christ Lutheran Church, Lewisburg. Bishop Robert
L. Driesen will preside at this Eucharist service that
includes the blessing of oil for use in anointing. RSVP to
the synod office ( secretary@usselca.org or 570-524-
9778) to reserve a spot for lunch following the service.
PLEASE NOTE: parking that morning will be at a
premium, as cars parked on streets marked for street
cleaning may be ticketed. You are encouraged to meet
with others at the synod office beginning at 10:00 AM
for carpooling, and to consider parking in the municipal
lot behind the Lewisburg Post Office (8-hour meters,
quarters only), or on St. Louis St. (no cleaning
Tuesdays) or St. Catherine St. (no meters).

Lutheran Day at the Capitol 2010: April 14, 2010
Lutheran Day at the Capitol gives you the opportunity to
gather in Harrisburg with Lutherans from all across the
Commonwealth to raise a Voice for Justice. DonOt miss
this day full of speakers, workshops, and networking
that will equip you for a face -to-face visit with your
legislators or their staff. Join lay leaders, pastors, social
ministry organization leaders, students, and bishops as
we work together on behalf of PennsylvaniaOs most
vulnerable citizen s.

Sponsored by Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in
Pennsylvania (LAMPa), this yearOs event features the
Keynote Speaker Dr. Christopher P. Borick, Professor of
Political Science, Muhlenberg College & Director of the
Muhlenberg Institute of Public Opinion. More details
and online-registration may be found at the LAMPa
website... click here
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Interim Ministers Gathering: April 21, 2010
The next gathering of interim ministers
(Ointentional interim ministersO or otherwise) of
the Upper Susquehanna Syno®lELCA, the Penn
Central ConferenceNUCC, and the Diocese of
Central PANEpiscopal Chuch (and beyond those
bodies, if interested), will be held at the USS office
in Lewisburg on Wednesday, April 21, beginning at
9:30 a.m. with refreshments and fellowship, and
10:00 a.m. for our meeting. Those who wish may
remain afterwards to share lunch (at your
expense). All are welcome. Because attendance
at this gathering changes frequently and the
gatherings happen quarterly, thereOs a low
threshold for OjoiningO if youOve never before
attended. Our topic for discussion this day will be
OWhat doesit mean to be church in the 21st
century?O We will explore how our
concepts/assumptionsNand therefore identity Nas
church may be changing. Pastors Andy France,
Mike Beynon, and Beth Ann Stone will offer some
food for thought as conversation starters.




Bishop’s Retreat: May 6-7, 2010

The annual BishopOs Retreat for rostered leaders will
take place on Thursday-Friday, May 6-7, 2010, at the
Penn Wells Hotel in Wellsboro, PA. Dr. Erik Heen,
Professor of New Testament and Greek at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, will present
OLutherans and the Bible: Past, Present, and Future,0
about Lutheran interpretations of scripture and
resources for meeting the challenges of scriptural
interpretation in the ELCA today. Cost per person is
$110.00 double occupancy (add $25 for a single room);
commuter cost is $75.00 (includes all meals, program;
no housing). Registrations MUST be received by Mar. 24
to ensure housing. Registration info is available at:
http://www.uss -elca.org/bishops -retreat -for-rostered -
leaders

Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly: June 18-19,
2010

The 2010 Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly will be
held at Susquehanna University on Friday-Saturday,
June 18-19, 2010. Due to renovations to take place in
Weber Auditorium next summer, the assembly will be
held on campus in the field house (Garrett Sports
Complex). Registration forms for voting members will
be distributed in late February 2010.

Synod Staff
in Congregations

February 28
e Beth Ann at Trinity, McAlisterville

March 7
e Karl-John at Trinity, McAlisterville
*  Bishop at Conference of Bishops, Chicago

March 14
e Bishop at Trinity, McAlisterville
e Stones on vacation

March 21
* Bishop at Confirmands Event, United, Sunbury, in PM

March 28
e Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

2010 Synod Evangelism Events

The Lay Ministry Institute invites rostered leaders
and members of congregations to participate in one
or more of these Evangelism events from 9:00
a.m.-noon at the Washingtonville Lutheran Church,
Washingtonville, on the following Saturdays. Cost
is $30 per participant. Register by contacting the
Rev. Melody Sell at mailto:pmsell@ chilitech.net .
Checks should be made out to the OUpper
Susquehanna Synod, ELCAO with Lay Ministry
Institute noted on the memo | ine.

May 8, 2010DThe Rev. Larry Clark, Atlanta,
Georgia: Larry has served a number of
congregations in Chicago and Georgia; he has more
recently been Executive Director of the Lutheran
Theological Center in Atlanta. Larry has been

called one of those Osinging pastorsO and is excited
about spreading the Gospel.

June 12, 2010 BDThe Rev. Fred Landsberg, Omaha,
Nebraska: Fred has been with us in the past and his
dynamic presentation challenged those present to
be more daring in reaching out in our evangelis m
efforts. He also shares a wealth of interesting
program suggestions to involve and equip lay
members for ministry in daily life.

September 11, 2010 BThe Rev. Anthony and
Kimberly Chatman, Columbus, Ohio: formerly
employed by the NFL, AnthonyOs call tothe
ministry has brought him to serve congregations in
Oklahoma and Ohio. Pastor Anthony has served in
the Southwestern Synod working with Mission
Developers and the Division for Outreach.

October 9, 2010 BThe Rev. ChiShih Chen, Chicago,
IL: born on Taiwan; president of a corporation;

Vice President of American Express; parish pastor
at 50+; Pastor Chen brings a broad variety of
experience to bear on the evangelistic effort. He

has served as an advisor to the ELCA Church
Council and is President of the Association of Asian
and Pacific Islanders.




CONTINUING ED OPPORTUNITIES

Listening or the Art of Caring Conversation

Chaplain Karl A. Polm-Faudre, PhD, of Geisinger Medical
Center announces the following: LISTENING or ART OF
CARING CONVERSM®N Level Ill on Monday, March £
and 8", 7:30-9:00pm, Henry Hood Center for Health
Research; HEALING PRESENCE or ART OF CARING
CONVERSATION Level IV on Monday, March 15th, 7:30
9:00pm, Henry Hood Center for Health Research

Robert B. Grunland Annual Stewardship Lecture
Series: April 16-17, 2010

This annual event will take place at Wartburg
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, lowa. Church
leaders need information and experiential training
in sound stewardship understanding and principles
for themselves and tools to re -create this with
their parishioners. Too often we try to avoid the
subject of stewardship and money. This annu al
lecture series will provide practical and contextual
in-depth learning opportunities in an interactive
format, exploring a number of stewardship -themed
topics and issues with one of the top professionals
in the field, Dr. Mark Allan Powell. More

inform ation:
http://www.wartburgseminary.edu/template Even

ts.asp?id=308

These workshops are valuable for spiritual caregivers,
nurses, healthcare providers, hospital volunteers, NODA
volunteers, parish and lay ministers who desire to
increase their listening sensitivity and skills. All classes
and workshops are open to the hospital and local
communities. Registration is limited and required. Call
Tina or the voice mail at 570 -271-3700 and leave the
workshop title, your name, contact phone number and
email address.

The Morally Divided Body: Ethical Disagreement
and the Disunity of the Church: June 14-16
This is an ecumenical conference for clergy and
laity sponsored by the Center for Catholic and
Evangelical Theology. It will be held Monday

New Ways to Fund Your Church’s Ministries: April 13
The Alban Institute presents this one -day workshop for
congregational leaders who want to learn more about
winning grants to do ministry work at their church. The

afternoon session features information about staring
separate non-profit organizations for groups such as
church day cares, schools, and youth centers. The

evening, June 14, through Wednesday noon, June
16, 2010, at Loyola University, Baltimore, MD.
While doctrinal issues have often in the past been

event will be held at the Palmer Theological Seminary
of Eastern University, 6 E. Lancaster Avenue,
Wynnewood, PA 19096. Cost is $50 for full day
registration (both sessions, lunch included) and $35 for
half-day (one session, lunch included). Register online
at http://www.alban.org/newways.asp _ or call 1-800-
486-1318, x247

the most ecumenically neuralgic topics,
increasingly today ethical issues - abortion and
homosexuality most prominently - have become a
focus of difference between the churches and of
potentially splintering debate within churches.
These issues are more laden with emotion than
many traditional doctrinal disputes, but

ecumenical discussions have yet to address them in
detail. We have little sense of just when and how
ethical disputes rightly impact communion within
and among the churches. When can we live
together with difference over such matters and
when does unity in Christ require common
teaching? These questions will be addressed from
a variety of perspectives. Accommodations will be
available on the Loyola Campus. Conference cost
(including banquet): $210; reduced price for early
registrations, retired clergy ($175), and students
($95). For more information, contact Michael Root
at 803-735-1178 or mrootl@sc.rr.com. Online
registration at http://www.acteva.com/go/ccet
More information and mail -in registration at
http://www.e -ccet.org.

The Pennsylvania Lutheran Network
Assembly Is scheduled for March. The
next page of Headwaters is an
invitation for the event. The
brochure with registration form is
attached to this edition of
Headwaters.




Pennsylvania Lutheran Network

c/o Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in PA
900 S. Arlington Avenue, Suite 234A, Harrisburg, PA 17109

February 19, 2010
Dear Friends:

Please join us Monday, March 22 and Tuesday, March 23 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Camp Hill, PA for
the 2010 Pennsylvania Lutheran Network (PLN) Assembly. On Monday evening, refresh and connect during a
reception and banquet at the nearby Radisson Penn Harris Hotel & Convention Center. The full PLN
Assembly will meet Monday, beginning with a buffet lunch at 11:45 AM (assembly registration begins at 11:00
AM), and conclude by noon on Tuesday. The LSA-PA Caucus will meet Monday morning (before the assembly,
at 10 AM).

The topic for this year’s assembly is The Ecology of the Church: Planning for the Future of the ELCA in
Pennsylvania. Our keynote presenter will be the Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock, Executive for Administration in
the Office of the Presiding Bishop. She will introduce participants to the subject of the Ecology of the Church
and suggest ways in which the ELCA Churchwide may be impacted by the study of ecology. Participants will
have the opportunity to envision how the ELCA in Pennsylvania could be shaped by the study as well as adding
their voices to the present study.

Please see the enclosed brochure for more information and a registration form. The event registration fee is $75
for PLN members; $35 for students and congregational representatives. Lodging will be on your own in local
motels and hotels. The Radisson is holding a block of 20 rooms (until March 1) at a special rate of $101/night. A
list of alternative lodging is included in the brochure.

We encourage the executives of each of our institutions, agencies and synods to attend. The PLN guidelines
indicate that the annual assembly may include up to three additional representatives from each PLN organization.
Please invite other members of your staff and board that you believe will benefit from the Assembly. With
the help of grants from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, LSA-PA, and Diakon, this year we are also
encouraging participation of congregational members, seminary students and college students.

We look forward to seeing you at the Assembly.

The Rev. Ralph E. Jenes, Bishop
Convener

PS: You are welcome to make copies of the brochure to distribute to other persons of your organization who
might like to attend, or request more brochures by contacting Gail Wilson at g-wilsonl @lamp.org or 717-545-
3500. Ifthe expenses are a challenge, please contact Gail for registration scholarship information.




USS CONFERENCE HAPPENINGS

Conference

Dean

Secretary

Meetings

Buffalo Valley

Pastor Jill Seagle
pastorjills@windstream.net

Pastor B.J. Collins
collins _bj@hotmail.com

Conference Meeting: March
4 at Mazeppa Union. 9:00
a.m. - worship, followed by
meeting

Juniata Valley

Pastor Erin Bovendam
Ebovendam001@luthersem.edu

Pastor James Park Bricker
jimbricker@embargmail.com

Conference Meeting: March
16 at St. JohnOs, Lewistown

(Bishop Driesen present to
talk about health of
rostered leaders)

Middle Creek

Pastor Breen Marie Sipes
breenmarie@hotmail.com

Pastor Patrick Sipes
sgtmuddy@gmail.com

Conference Meeting: March
10 at Leiningers with Bishop
present to talk about health
of rostered leaders. 9:30
a.m. - worship, followed by
meeting

North Branch

Pastor Chad Hebrink
pastorchad@verizon.net

Pastor Tom Light
GOPNOl1@aol.com

Conference Meeting:
March 17 at St. Luke,
Bloomsburg. 9:30 a.m.-
worship, 10:00 a.m. -
meeting with Bishop Driesen
present to talk about health
of rostered leaders

Tulpehocken

Pastor Brian Beissel
brianthepastor@gmail.com

Pastor Christoph Teille
christoph teille@live.de

Conference Meeting:
March 2 at All Saints,
Kulpmont with Bishop
present to talk about health
of rostered leaders; 9:00
a.m. - pericope, 10:00-
meeting

West Branch

Pastor Maurice GChipO Frontz
frontz@comcast.net

Pastor Gunther Bernhardt
prbernhardt@gmail.com

Conference Meeting:
March 9 at Church of the
Savior, Williamsport. 9:00
a.m. - Eucharist, 10:00-
meeting. Bishop Driesen
will be present to talk about
health of rostered leaders

Upper Susquehanna Synod

Phone: 570-524-9778

500 Reitz Blvd., PO Box 36, Lewisburg, PA 17837 office@usselca.org

Fax: 570-524-9757

Website: www.uss-elca.org

Rev. Robert L. Driesen, Bishop

Rev. Beth Ann L. Stone, Assistant to Bishop
Rev. Karl-John N. Stone, Assistant to Bishop
Ms. Elizabeth Yenchko, Director for Evangelical Mission
Mrs. Virginia Frantz, Administrative Assistant

Ms. Brenda Krouse, Secretary

Mr. Chad Hershberger, Director of Communications

Ms. Sandra Grier, Social Ministry Project Coach

bishop@usselca.org

bethann@usselca.org

karljiohn@usselca.org

eyenchko@usselca.org

virginia@usselca.org

secretary@usselca.org

news@usselca.org

sandygrier@comcast.net

Synod Staff Lead
Worship
The bishop and his assistants
would like to make synod
visits on Sunday mornings in
congregations. The bishop
prefers to both preach and
preside; Beth Ann and Karl-
John will preach and also
preside, if asked. The home
pastor is usually also present
for these synod visits.
Please schedule with at least
6 months lead time for the
bishop; less advance notice is
required for his assistants.
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