Project Linus Comforts Kids – And Their Parents

Project Linus is a nationwide organization delivering comfort blankets to sick, hurting and traumatized children. The blankets must be new, handmade, and washable.  They may be knit, crocheted, quilted, knotted or made of fleece.   Each chapter collects, inspects and distributes blankets to children, infant to age 18, who are in hospitals or being served by local charitable organizations.  A Project Linus blanket is a hug when you need one most.

The Central Susquehanna Valley chapter was organized in 2000.  It serves the area from north of Harrisburg to Williamsport and from State College to Wilkes-Barre.  Since the chapter’s organization over 7000 blankets have been delivered to local children.  When the original coordinator moved from the area, Pat Warren took charge of the chapter.  Initially she operated from the family sewing machine shop in Lewisburg.  When the shop was consolidated with the family’s other shop in Selinsgrove, and wanting to keep the chapter in Lewisburg, she found a home at Faith Lutheran Church, Lewisburg.

In 2009, over 1300 blankets were delivered to local hospital pediatric units at Janet Weis Center in Danville, Evangelical Community Hospital in Lewisburg and Williamsport Hospital.  Heavy winter blankets have gone to Haven Ministry in Sunbury and Shepherd of the Streets in Williamsport.  Other children in distress were served through Union County Red Cross, North-west Family Services, Nurse Family Partnership and Little Brave Hearts, a bereavement camp for children age 4 – 7.  

A core group of about 10 to 12 people, family and friends of Faith Lutheran Church, inspect the blankets for pins, used fabric, odors that may trigger an allergic reaction or anything else that might pose a problem to a child.  The blankets receive a satin Project Linus label – the organization’s seal of approval.  They are then sorted as to size, packed and delivered.

Project Linus has a second mission; that is to provide a fun, rewarding service project for people age 5 to 95 individually or in groups.  In preparing the yearly report for 2009 Pat discovered the chapter had received blankets from 45 individuals and families; and nine groups and churches. One church celebrated its 150th anniversary by deciding to make 150 blankets; they had so much fun they didn’t stop until they had made 180.  Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts earned Project Linus patches by making fleece blankets.  One 93-year-old blanketeer (blanket volunteer) crochets only baby blankets because she says the larger blankets get too heavy on her needles. Another lady in her 80s makes lovely quilts because she has made quilts for her entire family and Project Linus enables her to keep on quilting.  Project Linus quilts are generally made by people

having fun – making a pattern they’ve always wanted to try or using up fabric left over from projects.  My grandson loves one particular quilt.  A quilter looking at the blanket sees the fabrics that the maker has been using for the past 10 to 15 years.  My grandson sees only the 12 patches made of Sponge Bob material.  One lady who got around with great difficulty with a walker said crocheting blankets gave her a good reason to get up in the morning.

           In a thank you note a mother said her 9-year-old son just clung to his blanket for comfort through the three days of testing that was needed when he had been in the hospital.  Another mother whose 18-year-old son had severe cerebral palsy wrote of how much the blanket comforted her knowing that he was not forgotten. A 10 year old girl told her mother it was so nice for someone who didn’t even know her to make such a pretty blanket for her.


Pat Warren, the coordinator for the Central Susquehanna Chapter may be contacted by email at pwcsvpl@dejazzd.com or at 570-966-3675. For more information or heart warming stories call Pat.  Diane Kuhns, the coordinator of the Tioga Chapter, which is located in Liberty, may be reached at dianekuhns@yahoo.com or at 570-404-7715.  This is one example of how your brothers and sisters in Christ in the Upper Susquehanna Synod ELCA are living out Jesus’ call to love your neighbor.
