Are You One in 50 Americans Served by a Lutheran Services in America Member Organization? 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL MINISTRY IN THE US: 

1) Level of Ministry: National 

2) Introductory Paragraph: As part of its mission, the ELCA supports more than 285 social ministry organizations through consultations on affiliation with this church body, interpreting and supporting the relationship between ELCA synods and bishops with social ministry organizations, technical assistance to emerging diaconal or service initiatives, oversight of endowment funds, and much more. ELCA social ministry links Lutheran social ministry organizations with Lutheran Disaster Response to address domestic natural and human-caused disasters. 

3) The Story: The ELCA, along with The Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod and 300 health and human service organizations, participate in an alliance known as Lutheran Services in America (LSA). LSA serves more than six million people each year- 1 out of 50 people in 3,000 communities in the United States and the Caribbean. In the last half of the 19th century, in many rural towns and in many cities, Lutherans gathered their resolve and resources to begin orphanages and “family-finding” agencies to care for children left parentless by a variety of circumstances. Today, many of these Lutheran orphanages have grown into large organizations that meet a broad range of needs for children and their families. Each Lutheran social ministry organization can tell stories of faithful people, who, motivated by Christ’s love, directed that care to others or advocated against injustice. Whether the need was a place to care for aging people in a rural community or for opportunities for those marginalized by city life, Lutherans simply responded. 

4) A Good Ending:  Through LSA and their related health and human service organizations, Lutheran work in health and human services is gaining broad recognition. LSA strengthens its members’ ministries and Lutheran identity, facilitates work that is best done together rather than as individual organizations, trains board and staff leaders, connects social ministry organizations to one another and with partners of many types, and stimulates collective action through advocacy and programs. 

5) Congregation’s Connection: Lutheran Services in America encourages ELCA congregations to strengthen their connection with social ministry organizations, so together, we can seek to understand and live out our Lutheran identity. Together, we can join forces to provide healthcare, transportation and chore services for people as they age. To learn more about Lutheran Services in America, please visit www.lutheranservices.org. In Upper Susquehanna Synod Lutheran Services in America affiliates include Diakon Family Life Services, Diakon Congregational Health Ministry (Parish Nurse Program), Girls on the Run, Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village, Ohesson Village and Manor. For more information please visit  www.diakon.org/Services 
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