Beaver Lutheran Church Opens the Door on a Community Clothes Closet

In the summer of 2009, our Beaver Lutheran Church, Beaver Springs constructed a picnic pavilion on the church grounds. During the building of this structure, committees were appointed to manage the various aspects of this project. The assignment of one committee was to assume the responsibility for making recommendations about the mission, use and scheduling of the church pavilion.  

Prior to discussing the uses of the pavilion, a mission statement was created and adopted: “The Mission of this pavilion, dedicated to the Glory of God, is to spread the Word of God through Sharing Our Abundant Resources” - or SOAR!  When discussing the use and mission of this pavilion, a suggestion was made to hold a free clothing give-a-way. 

After the church council approval, the Outreach Committee requested donations of good used clothing from the congregation and the response was overwhelming. We held the first clothing distribution on a warm Saturday in August. Early in the morning many members of the congregation came to help sort the clothing. So much clothing was donated that the 16 picnic table tops and benches and the surrounding walls were piled high with children’s, women’s, and men’s clothing and shoes.   

Through announcements in the local papers and a sign in the front of the church, people began to arrive. In fact, some arrived before the specified opening time and began to select clothing that was not yet sorted. It was uplifting to see the looks of joy on the faces of these people as they chose clothing and placed it in bags to take home. What was scheduled for a morning of clothing give-a-way turned out to be a day-long event as people continued to come into the late afternoon.

At the end of the day, there was an abundance of items remaining. These were boxed and taken into the church and stored in one of the classrooms. After much discussion, it was decided to make this event an on-going project. Because of weather constraints, it was not possible to continue to hold the give-a-way in the pavilion. As a result the concept of a Clothes Closet was born. Clothes racks were constructed by church members and hangers were gathered so that the clothing might be better displayed.

Donations continue to be accepted and the Clothes Closet will be open to the public one Saturday every month as advertised. The items in The Closet will be available for anyone at other times should the need arise.  This is one way we can share our abundant resources.   

