Camp Mount Luther - Experiencing God Outdoors

Rooted in the Lutheran heritage of Central Pennsylvania, Camp Mount Luther is committed to offering a safe place apart from the world that renews and strengthens faith through experiences with God. It is located in the mountains at the western end of Union County, five miles outside of Mifflinburg.

People of all ages live in an intentional Christian community and practice small group camping. While at Mount Luther campers engage in worship, meditation, music, team building, Bible study, faith discussions, devotions, prayer, and other ways of sharing the love of Jesus Christ.

The recreational facility consists of 400 acres of woodland with trails for hiking and cross-country skiing, a picturesque lake which offers catch-and-release fishing and canoeing, and many other recreational activities including a low ropes course, sand volleyball court and swimming pool. Mount Luther has two living areas, Maple Village includes eight A-frame heated cabins that sleep 12 each, and  Pine Village includes six heated cottages that sleep 15 each. Both villages include a central lodges that can be used for dining and meeting. The Evergreen Center, a dining and activities building built in 2004, serves as the main meeting area at the camp. Food service can be provided for groups there. The dining room seats 250 people and the whole building is handicapped accessible.

"Mount Luther is a place for simplicity, relaxation, fun, freedom, and responsibility. Campers enjoy living simply without the distraction of television, video games, cell phones and technology", said Executive Director Chad W. Hershberger.

From Mount Luther's beginning in 1963, the camp has served the Lutheran Church and the community as a source for outdoor ministry and education. Whether a summer camp program, an educational school learning experience, an adult retreat or conference, Mount Luther has been the year-round setting for growth and learning about environmental concerns and conservation, living together in community, and appreciating the wondrous creation given to us in the midst of a wilderness setting. Mount Luther welcomes all denominations as well as community, civic and business organizations.

Mount Luther comes alive with fun and laughter during summer camp. The fully staffed eight-week program includes Christian education, arts and crafts, swimming, recreation, environmental appreciation, leadership development and a team building course.

"We have summer programs for children in kindergarten through senior high school age; traditional, specialty and trip camps," said Hershberger. "In addition, we offer adult and family programs."

Mount Luther's summer camp program consists of decentralized small group camping. Two cabins (male and female) are paired up and do all of most activities together throughout the week. Weekly activities include Bible study, worship, crafts, swimming, canoeing, games, electives, making homemade ice cream, campfires, all camp activities and one overnight camping trip.

Camp Mount Luther is owned and governed by the Camp Mount Luther Corporation, a non-profit organization. Nine people are elected to the camp board for three year terms. Two people are appointed; one by the bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, the other by the synod council. Mount Luther employs three full-time staff: an executive director, office manager and site manager. In addition, a year-round part-time food manager oversees the kitchen and part-time kitchen staff. In the summer, about 20 college students serve as counselors and program staff.

"Mount Luther is a place to be yourself and belong," Hershberger said. "You'll find your voice and most importantly, you'll listen for God's voice. You'll learn more about service and Christian hospitality. You'll develop new friendships and participate in service learning activities. We hope this will lead to a life of discipleship and Christian leadership.

The continued support of caring individuals, families, congregations and Upper Susquehanna Synod ELCA allows Camp Mount Luther to continue its mission of Making Christ Known through Outdoor Ministries.

