ELCA Community Development Services Help Make a Difference

Community Development Services accompanies and assists ELCA congregations, social ministry organizations, and grassroots community-based nonprofits that address poverty and social justice issues. It does this through consultation, assessments, and discretionary grants funded by the ELCA World Hunger Program. Their services include:

(
Consultation
Community Development Services provides consultation and technical assistance to new and established poverty ministries within the ELCA. It provides program and resource assessments to determine the appropriate type of services or financial support that Community Development Services may provide to an organization, such as for relief, development, community organizing, or sustainable development. 

(
Domestic Hunger Grants 
The Domestic Hunger Grants Program provides discretionary grants to organizations for projects that address hunger and poverty in urban and rural communities. These grants are provided by the ELCA World Hunger Program. Through the discretionary grants program, funds are allocated for three general purposes:

(
Relief
Providing immediate access to food, shelter, clothing, medical care and supplies, and the means to deliver and sustain these—such as transportation, storage, and supplies—so that peoples' basic needs are met.

(
Sustainable development
Leading to increased access to food and sustainable livelihoods through sustainable agriculture, appropriate technology, adequate housing, jobs, primary health care and disease prevention, job training, child care, elder care, nutrition education, literacy training, sanitation, safe water, and just land use and distribution. 

(
Community organizing
Bringing together men and women with common values, complementary interests, and shared concerns to build and maintain an environment that empowers all persons to obtain justice, affirm their dignity, and gain access to the goods of the earth. Ideally, community organizing is congregation-based and helps overcome the irresponsible use of economic, social, and political power.

One church taking advantage of Community Development Services is Amazing Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Baltimore, MD which operates the Amazing Port Street Garden Project.

Ashley Cooper wields a shovel or a pick ax -- her tools of choice -- when she's not busy going to school or frequenting a local playground. Though only 12 years old, she and some friends already know more about planting flowers than many adults. Five years ago, Ashley discovered the Amazing Port Street garden project at Amazing Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in East Baltimore and was opened to an exciting new world of vegetables, fruits and flowers.

Vacant lots in the church's neighborhood used to be filled with trash and animal excrement. Now, after the church decided to make those lots a breeding ground for new life, they are home to beautiful gardens maintained largely by people like Ashley who wanted to make a difference in her community and help provide food for low-income neighbors.

Ashley loves planting cabbage and squash and waiting for days and weeks until the fruits of her labor come to full bloom. Learning about various tools and techniques used in gardening has been the most rewarding extracurricular activity of her childhood. Someday, she hopes to have her own garden where she will plant sunflowers, tulips, strawberries, peppers, squash, and lettuce -- enough to provide a health source of food for herself and her family.

In 2009, Community Development Services distributed grants to 12 different organizations in Pennsylvania to provide aid for needy residents like Ashley Cooper. They included:

* St. Paul's Lutheran Food Bank in Mill Hall, PA provides families with 2-3 nutritious meals per week in an area with few resources for people who are hungry or food-insecure.

* The Sullivan County Food Pantry operated by Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Dushore, PA. The pantry provides food for families who are in need. In one month, they helped 890 individuals, and 329 of those were elderly or disabled.

* A children, youth and adult enrichments program run by Faith Worship Center/Immanuel Lutheran Church in East Lansdowne, PA provides tutoring, homework help, and other learning opportunities before and after school for children and youth. An adult program serves immigrants in the community who need assistance in reading and writing as well as developing and improving job and other life skills.

Community Development Services is a program within the Poverty Ministries Development of the ELCA's Church in Society unit and its ministry is made possible in part by benevolence funds given by congregations including those in the Upper Susquehanna Synod. 
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