Mission Interpretation: A Theological Foundation

Luther’s Small Catechism, The Third Article: Sanctification

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?

“I believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian church he daily and abundantly forgives all my sins, and the sins of all believers, and on the last day he will raise me and all the dead and will grant eternal life to me and to all who believe in Christ.  This is most certainly true.”

It all begins and ends with God.  As Martin Luther so aptly summarized, we believe that Jesus is Lord because God sent the Holy Spirit to create faith within us.  And every day God’s Spirit is working to keep us connected to God.

We believe the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection—because of the Holy Spirit.  

We have been enlightened with our own set of spiritual gifts—because of the Holy Spirit.  

We have been made holy, and set apart for accomplishing God’s purposes—because of the Holy Spirit.  

We gather together with brothers and sisters in Christ—because of the Holy Spirit.

We live in the hope and promise of the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation—because of the Holy Spirit.

With all of these things, they are impossible to do alone.  God has connected his—with himself, and with “the whole Christian church on earth.”  We are who we are—together.  As they say in Africa, “I am because we are; we are because God is.”

With all of these gifts God has given us, he calls us to build up the body of Christ, so that all of our brothers and sisters have the opportunity and blessing of serving God and the neighbor.  As St. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:7, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

Part of the holy task of “building up the body of Christ” depends on telling others what God is up to in the world.  We “interpret the mission” for other people—talking about God’s mission to save and reconcile the world through his Son, and the church’s mission to invite people into a relationship with Jesus.

Or, in other words, we are “witnesses”.  We say, I see God working in this ministry over here; I see Jesus present in that situation over there.  I’ve witnessed the mighty acts of God, and I’d like to tell you about it!

As Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth!” 

What we are preparing for today is a part of that!

