St. Matthew, Shamokin Dam Connects Synod Area Churches 
to Kathryn’s Kloset Resource
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Shamokin Dam has been instrumental in connecting Upper Susquehanna Synod churches with the resources of Diakon’s Kathryn Kloset warehouse in the Baltimore area. Kathryn’s Kloset is a go-between for organizations serving those most in need in Maryland and the Mid-Atlantic states. It’s mission is to collect, store, and distribute new and unused products which are corporate gift-in-kind donations from corporate partners to non-profit organizations, which in turn distribute the goods, free of charge, to people in need in the community. 
St. Matthew’s Pastor Wayne Muthler was contacted by Rev. John Richter from Diakon about expanding Kathryn’s Kloset to the Upper Susquehanna Synod and the rest is history in the making! Getting started required a trip to Baltimore by members of St. Matthew’s. Once the group arrived at Diakon they were met by Wade Brown, Executive Director, who introduced the group  details of partnership with Kathryn’s Kloset and showed them the large warehouse where items are stored. They saw cases of laundry detergent and softener, and other goods too numerous to list, all donated by big corporations.
After the group toured the warehouse in Baltimore, they got to work, contacting Wade Brown via email and setting up the first shipment. The first shipment of $17,000 worth of product consisted of Wisk laundry detergent and Snuggle fabric softener. A Penske 24’ truck was rented and driven by Pastor Muthler and St. Matthew member Larry Redington.
St. Matthew’s has already supplied many churches, clothing drives, food pantries and homeless shelters. At clothing drives they have been creative, giving a bottle of detergent and softener for each family/individual. New partnerships are developing constantly. In January 2010 St. Matthew received the second shipment containing almost $12,000 worth of product. A truck was provided by a member of the West End Bible Fellowship. In return St. Matthew’s gave West End Bible Fellowship half of our shipment. Weeks later we learned that West End Bible Fellowship was able to serve 217 families and 660 individuals. This is what it’s all about. God is good all the time!
As St. Matthew’s moves forward, it hopes to serve local communities, churches, food pantries and outreach ministries on a regular basis and also to network with other ministries.  If your church is interested in utilizing this resource, give St. Matthew’s office a call at 570-743-3052. This is another example of how your brothers and sisters in Christ in the Upper Susquehanna Synod ELCA are living out Jesus’ call to love your neighbor.

