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WORKSHOP	AFTERNOON	SESSIONS	
FRIDAY	AND	SATURDAY	12:50-1:50	

 
1. Getting Ready for the ELCA Youth Gathering 2018 
 Charlene Rineer 

In the summer of 2018 the ELCA will be holding their youth gathering in Houston, Texas.  
This workshop will give you information about the gathering and answer any questions you 
might have about the gathering.  
Steele Hall Room 007  

 
2. Liberia: Challenge and Hope 

Rev. Erin Bovendam and Esther Bratton (Friday), Sandra Nelson (Saturday), and Rev. 
Moses Gobah (both days) 

We traveled to Liberia for the first time in January, 2017, to build relationships with the 
Lutheran Church there.  Through pictures and some video, we’ll share the many challenges 
they face, but also God’s presence and power there.  The faith and resilience of the people of 
the Lutheran Church in Liberia may inspire and shape us in living out our faithfulness here. 
Steele Hall Room 008   

 
3. 500 Year Itch? 
 Rev. Thomas Glasoe 

As we commemorate the 500th anniversary of the start of the Reformation, we need to review 
where the Church has been and where it is going.  We will be using Phyllis Tickle’s book, The 
Great Emergence, as the basis for our discussion.  Ms. Tickle began her book with the idea of 
the Great Rummage Sale that posits that Christianity goes through the process of “cleaning 
out its closets” every 500 years.  During the cleaning, the Church discerns what is still useful 
from what is not still useful.  The Church struggles to de-clutter what is sentimental from what 
is junk; what should be kept and what gets sold in the Rummage Sale and who gets to decide.  
Today, many agree that we are in the midst of one of these great “closet cleanings” with the 
Rummage Sale occurring now or soon.   
In this workshop, we will take a quick summary of Phyllis Tickle’s book, The Great 
Emergence and try to answer the three questions she asks in her book: What is the Emergent 
Church, How did it come to be, and Where is it going? 
Steele Hall Room 009  

 
4. Young Adults and the Church 
 Alicia Anderson 

Hear from college students and campus ministers on the important topic of engaging 
millennials in the Church today. 
·  Where are young adults desiring to step up and be involved? 
·  Where do we see God at work in expected and unexpected ways in and through the lives of          
millennials? 
·  How can churches reach out to young adults and partner with local campus ministries?  
Bring your questions and reflections to the conversation! 
Steele Hall Room 011  
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WORKSHOP	AFTERNOON	SESSIONS	
FRIDAY	AND	SATURDAY	12:50-1:50	

 
5a.  Conversation with Bishop Collins (FRIDAY ONLY) 

 Bishop Barbara J. Collins 
Where do we go from here?  What is on the horizon for our synod?  Let’s talk about the 
vitality of our congregations and how we can strengthen our call to be God’s church.  And 
let’s also talk about what is available to help strengthen leadership that exists and raise up new 
leadership across our synod. 
Steele Hall Room 105 
 
 

5b. How One Congregation Has Been Transformed (SATURDAY ONLY) 
Members of Zion Lutheran, Sunbury and the Transformational Ministry Team 

Hear the story of transformation from those who have experienced it first-hand in their 
congregation and community.  Zion Lutheran Church in Sunbury participated in the 
Transformational Ministry process and is now involved in the USS Missional River process 
and it has changed their focus on mission, outreach and relationships.  Come and hear the 
stories of their journey and how it has made a difference! 

Steele Hall Room 105 
 

6.  Preparing for Retirement - Retire Wisely  
 Keith Wood 

Learn how to manage six risks all retirees face—outliving income, inflation, unpredictable 
events, market volatility, income taxes and rising health care costs—to help you maximize 
your retirement savings. 
Steele Hall Room 106 
 

 
 


