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 ASSEMBLY PERSONNEL 
 Thirtieth Annual Assembly 
 June 16-17, 2017 
 Upper Susquehanna Synod 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Presiding Officer The Rev. Barbara J. Collins, Bishop 
 Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA 
 
Secretary Ms. Carol Waltz, Secretary 
 Upper Susquehanna Synod, ELCA 
 
Parliamentarian Atty. Benjamin Landon  
 
Registrar Ms. Clarice Pellman 
 
ELCA Representative The Rev. Sunitha Mortha 
             Director for Mission Formation with the ELCA Global Mission Unit 
  
 ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 
 
Committee of Reference and Counsel  Synod Assembly Planning Committee 
The Rev. Rick White, Chair    Bishop Barbara J. Collins, Chair 
The Rev. Peter Bergstresser    Ms. Shirley Heasley 
The Rev. Karl Runser     The Rev. Andrew Weaver 
Ms. Mary Lou Byerly, Deacon   Ms. Clarice Pellman 
       Ms. Brenda Krouse 
       Ms. Brenda Mull, Susquehanna  
Synod Nominating Committee    University Representative  
The Rev. Erin Bovendam, Chair   Mr. Chad Hershberger  
Ms. Linda Weaver     The Rev. Jan Moody  
The Rev. Sarah Hershberger    Ms. Sandra Westover  
The Rev. Chad Hebrink    Ms. Holly Fry 
Mr. Craig Rhoades 
Ms. Ruth Doran   
Bishop Collins 
 
Elections Committee   
The Rev. John R. Koons, Chair   Mr. Ken Roush 
The Rev. Theodore Cockley    Mr. John Litterer 
Mr. William Borys     Ms. Marylou Wagner 
Ms. La’Na Brown     Mr. Larry Herrold 
Mr. Chris Ruff      Ms. Melanie Taormina 
Mr. Scott Frost  
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DETAILED AGENDA  
 

THIRTIETH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY  
of the Upper Susquehanna Synod,  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

WEBER CHAPEL 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA 

June 16 and 17, 2017 
 

“Together in Mission: Relating and Reforming” 
 

ELCA Churchwide Representative – Ms. Sunitha Mortha 
Special Guests – The ELCA Glocal Mission Team 

 
Thursday Evening, June 15 
 6:00 – 9:00 pm Registration for dorms, only. 
 

Friday, June 16 
 7:00 – 8:30 am Registration and Refreshments 
   Displays in Degenstein Campus Center (8:00 am) 
   Along the Way Bookstore in Degenstein Campus Center 
 

 8:30 – 9:25 am Opening of the Assembly  
Worship led by the Glocal Mission Team Musicians 

  

Plenary I 
9:30 – 10:15 am Greetings by Bishop  

   Introductions of Guests  
Greetings by SU Representative, Chaplain Scott Kershner 

   Report of the Registrar, Ms. Clarice Pellman 
   Appointment of Assembly Personnel – Page 1 
    Committee of Reference and Counsel, Rev. Rick White 
    Elections Committee, Rev. John Koons – Page 1 
    Parliamentarian, Atty. Benjamin Landon 
   Adoption of Rules and Procedures – Page 55 
   Adoption of Detailed Agenda – Page 5 
   Report of Synod Nominating Committee, Rev. Erin Bovendam – Page 1901 
   Report of the Bishop (Part I) – Page 210 
   First Ballot 
 

10:15 – 10:30 am Break 
 

Plenary II 
10:30 – 11:30 am Gathering Song led by the Glocal Mission Team Musicians 

  Plenary: Mission & Accompaniment, Glocal Team 
 

11:30 – 11:40 am Move to Workshops/Lunch 
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11:40 – 12:40 Glocal Mission Team Workshops 
   Middle Creek, North Branch, and Tulpehocken Conferences 
 

   Lunch 
   Buffalo Valley, Juniata Valley, and West Branch Conferences 

 

12:40 – 12:50 pm Move to Workshops/Lunch 
 

12:50 – 1:50 pm Local Teams Workshops 
   Buffalo Valley, Juniata Valley, and West Branch Conferences 
 

   Lunch 
   Middle Creek, North Branch, and Tulpehocken Conferences 

 

 1:50 – 2:00 pm Move to Breakout Session Rooms 
 

 2:00 – 3:00 pm Breakout Sessions for Committee Reports (w/ time for Q&A) 
 

   Buffalo Valley and Tulpehocken Conferences Faylor Hall 
Juniata Valley and Middle Creek Conferences Degenstein Theater   

   North Branch and West Branch Conferences Stretansky Hall 
 

The assembly will be divided into three groups, in three locations, to 
hear reports and to have the opportunity to ask questions of the 
presenters.  Reports will be from the: Campus Ministry Team, 
G.R.O.W. Team, Mt. Luther Staff, ELCA National Youth Gathering 
Coordinator, Mission Team, and Constitution Committee. 

 

 3:00 – 3:15 pm Move to Weber Chapel 
 

Plenary III 
3:15 – 5:00 pm Gathering Song led by the Glocal Mission Team Musicians 

  Recognition of Rostered Leaders’ Anniversaries 
  Report of the Seminaries/Alumni Award, Rev. Glenn Ludwig 

Report of Elections / [Second Ballot if needed] 
  Report of the Asst. to the Bishop/Dir. for Evangelical Mission,  

Rev. Craig A. Miller – Page 250 
  Installation of Deans 
  Report of Synod Council, Vice President Dr. Karla Bohmbach – Page 101 

Guideline Recommendations to the Assembly 
Recommendation #7 – Page 117                                  

Compensation Guidelines for Clergy for 2018 – 
Addendum #3 – Page 128                   

Recommendation #8 – Page 118 
                              Housing Allowance Guidelines for Clergy for 2018 –  

Addendum #4 – Page 129 
                 Recommendation #9 – Page 118 

Salary Guidelines for Deacons for 2018 –  
Addendum #5 – Page 129 

Report of the Constitution Committee, Rev. Greg Kramer 
Recommendations #1-5 – Page 113           
Amendment of Constitution & By-laws – Addendum #1 – Page 119 
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Report of Synod Treasurer, Rev. Chad Hebrink – Page 501 
 2018 Budget Recommendations 

     Recommendation #6 - Page 117  
Budget for 2018 – Addendum #2 – Page 123    

Installation of Camp Mt. Luther Staff  
 

5:00 – 5:30 pm Move to Degenstein Dining Hall 
 

5:30 – 7:30 pm Dinner and Recognition of Anniversary Congregations 
Story of Song and Evening Prayer led by the Glocal Musicians 

 

Saturday, June 17  
7:00 – 8:30 am Registration 

 

Plenary IV 
8:30 – 8:45 am Gathering Song led by the Glocal Mission Team Musicians 
8:45 – 10:15 am Report of the Registrar, Ms. Clarice Pellman 

[Report of Elections if needed] 
  Report of Reference and Counsel, Rev. Rick White 
  Report of the ELCA Churchwide Rep., Ms. Sunitha Mortha 

Report of Outgoing Synod Vice President, Dr. Karla Bohmbach 
  Report of Outgoing Synod Secretary, Ms. Carol Waltz – Page 401 
  Recognition of Authorized Lay Leaders  

Catechists, Evangelists, and Worship Leaders 
   Report of the Bishop (Part II)     

10:15 – 10:30 am Break 
 

Plenary V  
10:30 – 11:30 am Gathering Song led by the Glocal Mission Team Musicians 

  Plenary: Connecting our Current Context to the Reformation, Glocal Team 
 

11:30 – 11:40 am Move to Workshops/Lunch 
 

11:40 – 12:40 Glocal Mission Team Workshops 
   Buffalo Valley, Juniata Valley, and West Branch Conferences 
 

   Lunch 
Middle Creek, North Branch, and Tulpehocken Conferences 

 

12:40 – 12:50 Move to Workshops/Lunch 
 

12:50 – 1:50 Local Teams Workshops 
   Middle Creek, North Branch, and Tulpehocken Conferences 
 

   Lunch 
   Buffalo Valley, Juniata Valley, and West Branch Conferences     

Set-up for worship w/choir rehearsal 
 

1:50 – 2:00 pm Move to Weber Chapel  
 

2:00 – 3:15 pm Closing Worship Celebration with Holy Communion 
  Closing of Assembly 

 









The Rev. Elizabeth Polanzke



Regional Gift Planner, ELCA Foundation

717-654-2334
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 RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 UPPER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 
1. The bar of the Assembly is the front section of the Weber Chapel auditorium.  Voting 

members must be seated in this area during plenary sessions.  During voting procedures, 
votes will be counted from voting members seated in this section only. 

 
2. Only voting members wearing official voting member badges shall be eligible to vote. 
 
3. Other non-voting members and alternate voting members may be permitted to speak on 

the floor of the assembly by a 2/3 vote of the assembly.  At the time of the reports of this 
assembly, members of the reporting committee who are non-voting members shall have 
voice. 

 
4. In addressing the chair, a “mike” shall be used.  Voting members shall state plainly their 

name and congregation; ordained ministers and associates in ministry, their name. 
 
5. In all business sessions, speeches from the floor will be limited to one three-minute 

presentation.  This rule shall not apply to persons presenting a report, nor when direct 
questions are posed to specific individuals for clarification. 

 
6. All motions shall be written by the mover, signed, and sent to the Committee of 

Reference and Counsel, except those that are offered as germane motions, which must be 
written and sent to the chair before being discussed by the assembly.  Motion forms are 
available at the pages' table. 

 
7. Resolutions and memorials concerning issues of the church may be developed for 

consideration at the 2017 Synod Assembly.  Deadline for such resolutions and memorials 
to be received in the synod office is May 15, 2017.  Any resolutions and memorials 
received after that date will be dealt with at our Synod Assembly as last items on the 
agenda.  The Committee of Reference and Counsel will meet prior to the assembly, and an 
initial report concerning memorials and resolutions, including a printing of the text of all 
resolutions and memorials received, will be mailed to each voting member. 

 
8. Any motion that seeks to amend the proposed synodical budget by increasing the 

expenses, shall also include adjustments in other income or expense categories so as to 
maintain a balanced budget proposal. 

 
9.  When there are many pro and con statements on a motion, the chair will recognize 

alternately persons making a pro or con statement. 
 
10. ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, latest edition, shall be the governing parliamentary law 

of this assembly.  A parliamentarian shall be appointed. 
 
11. One-half of the members of the assembly shall constitute a quorum. 
 

56 



 
12. Elections at the assembly shall utilize paper ballots. 
 
13. All nominations from the floor must have the prior approval of the person nominated.  The 

person making the nomination will give (a) the name of the nominee, (b) the nominee’s 
occupation, and (c ) the nominee’s home congregation.  Nominations for Synod Council 
will be conducted according to conferences.  Nomination forms are available at the pages' 
table. 

 
14. All questions on specific issues are to be addressed to: 

The Rev. Rick White, Chair 
Committee of Reference and Counsel 
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COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND COUNSEL 

 
A resolution of a general character shall be given to the Committee of Reference and 

Counsel (CRC) by the voting members proposing such resolution (signatures of at least two 
voting members affixed).  The CRC shall report all such resolutions to the assembly. 
 

The CRC has power to put resolutions in proper form, eliminating duplication where 
similar resolutions are offered, and ensure that all resolutions relating to a specific subject will be 
offered in logical sequence.  The committee may make substantive changes in a resolution only 
with the sponsor’s consent. 
 

Appropriate reports to the assembly may be (1) to refer, (2) to amend, or (3) to consider 
with or without recommendation.  The report on each resolution is treated as if it had been 
moved and seconded before being referred. 
 
Status of Committee's Recommendations: 

When the Committee of Reference and Counsel has recommended the approval of a 
resolution considered by the committee, the committee's recommendation and text of the 
resolution recommended for passage shall be the main motion before the assembly. 

 
When the Committee of Reference and Counsel has recommended the adoption of a 
substitute recommendation for the resolution(s) on a subject, the committee's 
recommendation shall be the main motion before the assembly. 
 
When the Committee of Reference and Counsel has recommended referral of a 
resolution(s), the committee's recommendation shall be the main motion before the 
assembly. 
 
When the Committee of Reference and Counsel has recommended that the assembly 
decline a proposed resolution without the committee making any other recommendation 
related to the same or closely related subject, the voting member's resolution, if then 
moved by that voting member and seconded, shall be the main motion and the 
committee's recommendation shall be received as information. 

 
In addition, the committee may recommend special orders or give such assistance to the 

bishop as may be requested in the course of the assembly. 
 

A sponsor may appear before the committee to explain a resolution or to answer 
questions about it. 
 

The Committee of Reference and Counsel chair is The Rev. Rick White. 
 


