A RESOLUTION: REGARDING THE TREATMENT OF MIGRANT CHILDREN IN THE CUSTODY
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS, according to the Migration Policy Institute, the Obama administration increased detention of
undocumented migrant families by 173 percent in 2015 and continued to increase detentions to the end of
the administration while keeping families together'; and

WHEREAS, the recent May 7™, 2018 action by the Trump administration to separate children from their
parents who cross the southern border splits parents and children without due process, while detaining
these children in juvenile centers for months at a time*; and

WHEREAS, it has been suggested® that the act of separating children from their parents may be
considered torture as defined by the United Nations and adopted by the United States Citizens and
Immigration Services: “Torture is defined as any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical
or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or her or a third
person information or a confession, punishing him or her for an act he or she or a third person has
commiitted or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or her or a third person,
or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the
instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official

capacity”*; and

WHEREAS, the children leaving their native countries often leave to escape severe threats of violence
with little to no financial stability and safe social structure thereby risking bodily harm along the escape
route and often suffer greatly from post-traumatic stress disorders and depression’; and

WHEREAS these sweeping deportation actions are dividing families and parents from their children

causing “psychological trauma, residential instability, and family dissolution...”®; and

WHEREAS such separation from family members and their placement with foster care agencies creates
an undue burden on already limited resources of juvenile detention systems across the United States; and

WHEREAS God’s love for the stranger and our calling to love and serve the neighbors God gives to us
are central to the Biblical narrative; and

WHEREAS God’s people have been called to love the stranger in their midst knowing that they were
once strangers in a foreign land (Lev. 19:34); and

WHEREAS God’s people have been called to welcome the stranger in their midst because in so doing
they welcome Christ who promises to be present among those in need of shelter (Mt 25:31-46); and
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WHEREAS the ELCA, in its Social Statement “For Peace in God’s World” has committed to promote
respect for human rights, especially for “groups most susceptible to violations, especially all minorities,
women, and children;” and

WHEREAS immigrant populations have deep roots within our American Lutheran churches and we have
a long history of welcoming migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers as well as advocating for just
immigration policies; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: The Upper Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America meeting in Assembly, June 15, 2018, encourages its congregations and members to call for
humane, compassionate treatment of persons designated as undocumented minors, including maintaining
family unity; and be it further

RESOLVED, the Upper Susquehanna Synod calls upon the United States Congress, the President of the
United States, the Attorney General of the Department of Justice and the Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security to halt the policy of separating children from their parents at the border or anywhere
undocumented children and their families are found, and be it further

RESOLVED, the Upper Susquehanna Synod urges the Bishop of the synod, or her designee, to make the
synod’s position on this matter known throughout the synod and to the public at large; and be it further

RESOLVED, the Upper Susquehanna Synod calls upon our synod leaders, pastors, deacons, and
congregations to support the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, and the ELCA’s
Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities
(AMMPARO) program’, to welcome immigrants, and to advocate for public policies welcoming the
stranger as we would the Lord. And be it finally

RESOLVED, the Upper Susquehanna Synod act to assist in equipping our congregations, institutions and
ministries to engage in these expressions of advocacy appropriate to local contexts, capacity and
discernment.
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